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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/36
SUNDAY 20 DECEMBER 2020

Dear friends 

The past year has been difficult for everybody. We could hardly have imagined last 
Christmas what lay ahead of us during 2020. For many of us, Lockdown and the pause 
in our usual round of activities have taken their toll. But others have faced much graver 
difficulties; the loss of a business, financial disaster, unemployment or illness. Many 
thousands of people have lost their loved ones to Covid whilst others struggle with the 
long term effects of this plague.  

There was some talk in the media of Christmas being cancelled, but fortunately this has 
not come to pass. But even so, our Christmas celebrations will have to be curtailed. 
Large family gatherings will not be possible, we will not be able to sing those familiar 
carols (indoors at least) and our parties and various Christmas events will have to wait 
until next year.  

Yet, Christmas will be a special time, for deep within many people, 
the Christmas story, the story of God touching the earth in the 
child of Bethlehem, still has the power to stir the human heart.  

The main emphasis around Christmas may well have moved away 
from the infant Jesus, the shepherds and angels, yet individuals 
are no less susceptible to the real meaning of this celebration. At 
Christmas numerous people will attend Carol services who would 
never think of attending worship at any other time of the year.  

Some, at this time of year, will be more prone to give to charity, to 
smile at a passer by, or exchange a hearty Christmas greeting with 
a neighbour. Christmas is usually an opportunity to spend time 
with our family and friends. For others, Christmas can be a time of 
sadness or loneliness. 

We sometimes speak of the spirit of Christmas and there is certainly a very special 
flavour to this season which even Covid cannot destroy! Could it be that deep within 
the human soul, there is a longing for something more to life than the ordinary and 
humdrum, the difficulties and the uncertainty? Christmas speaks to this deep void 
within. The Christmas message tells of the birth of Divine life in human conditions,  
of the light of heaven breaking through into the darkness of the earth. 

This is why the season of Christmas is the season of goodwill, of feelings of kindness,  
of friendly joys and generous helpfulness. It is a time when the best side of us has a 
special opportunity to rise to the surface, where it can find unhindered expression in an 
atmosphere of love. 

We are always better for having observed Christmas, even if our observance will be 
curtailed this year. But we must never forget that the essence of Christmas is contained 
in the person of a child, who was born in a stable and cradled in a manger.  
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In Him, the world above, the world of eternal perfection, has invaded ours and 
ultimately will clear all pain and sorrow out of human hearts and even make earth like 
heaven.  

It is this belief that gives Christmas its tender and sacred associations. And it is still the 
most precious hope known to humanity today. 

Please keep sending your articles for our News Letter direct to me 
at chrisdamp@mac.com or by post to the church office for my attention. 

May you all have a happy, peaceful and joyous Christmas. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

“And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and 
laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.”  
Luke 2 v 7      

News Letter 

This edition of the Church News Letter will be the last of 2020. The next edition will be 
issued for the 10th January. 

Church Office 

The Church Office will close on Wednesday 23rd December and open after the 
Christmas holiday on Monday 4th January.  

Sunday Worship 

Bunyan Meeting is now open again for Sunday worship at 11.00am. Arrangements 
for services will be just as they were prior to the recent lockdown. Do remember to 
wear warm clothes as some doors and windows will have to remain open during 
the service to aid ventilation.  

On Sunday 27th December the Rev. Dr. Janet Wootton will lead our 
worship and on the 3rd January our Minister will lead worship and Janet will 

preach. The 3rd January will be a communion service.  

Live Streaming of Services 

We are still preparing for the eventual live streaming of our services, but we do need 
more volunteers to assist with this during Sunday services. If you might be able to help 
with this please do speak to the Minister.  

As a first step towards live streaming we intend to record some of the services and 
make these videos available on our website.  

Here is a link to the sermon on preached on December 6th and a link to the 
communion service.  

Sermon -  https://tinyurl.com/bunyanaddress 

Communion -  https://tinyurl.com/bunyancommunion 

We hope to have more videos available on our website in the near future. 

https://tinyurl.com/bunyanaddress
https://tinyurl.com/bunyancommunion
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Crib Service 

Please do come and support our first ever Crib Service on Christmas Eve, starting at 
4.00pm. This will be a short all age service.  

Christmas at Bunyan Meeting 

Sunday 20th December 11.00am Morning Worship  
  with nativity celebration. 
 6.30pm Carol Service 

Christmas Eve 4.00pm All age Crib Service 

Christmas Day 10.00am Morning Worship  

Sunday 27th December 11.00am Morning Worship  
  conducted by the  
  Rev. Dr. Janet Wootton. 

Sunday 3rd January 11.00am Morning Worship  
  and communion. 

Janice and Evan Griffiths write:  

May Janice and I express our thanks for the wonderful and uplifting printed services 
we have received since March. Out grateful thanks go to Chris for his inspiring sermons 
and to all the team that have helped to prepare and produce it. We must not forget all 
our wonderful posties for the faithful delivery service. May 2021 be a more normal year 
for all of us. 

Janice and Evan 

Heather Maull 

To my Church Family.  Thank you so much for the cards, flowers and phone calls I 
received following the death of Ray.  I feel so blessed with the kindness shown by you 
all:  it has been a great comfort to myself and my family.  God bless you all.  

Heather 

Lilford and Enid Tatham write: 

Dear Minister and friends, thank you all for the many hours-days-weeks-and months of 
hard work  you have all put in to supply us with services and kept us worshiping in so 
many ways. We are so thankful to our posties, Gillian, Alan and Cherry, who kept us 
supplied with our weekly news letters and order of services. There are so many friends, 
that are so talented, that have helped us during this pandemic. Thank you all. I pray 
that all of you will have a Merry Christmas and a healthy and safe 2021. With love and 
God’s Blessings. 

From Lilford and Enid 

Liz Jones writes 

News Letter 31 (15th November) 
The letter from Fiona Thurburn Huelin relating to her mother’s life, particularly the 
point where she took up work at Stayesmore Manor Carlton, brought back memories 

C H R I S T M A S  S E R V I C E S
SUNDAY 20TH DECEMBER


11.00AM ALL AGE SERVICE & NATIVITY 
6.30PM CAROL SERVICE 

THURSDAY 24TH DECEMBER

4.00PM ALL AGE CRIB SERVICE 

FRIDAY 25TH DECEMBER

10.00AM MORNING WORSHIP 

FOR CHRISTMAS 
All Services in Church …
It is essential to book your  seat in advance - contact the Church Office:  01234 213722; email: bunyanmeeting@gmail.com Remember to bring a face mask, and it is important that you keep a distance of six feet or two metres from others in the church building.


… and Live-Streamed via our website:

www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk
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for me. In the 1950s I worked for a solicitor by the name of Col. G Battock and he lived 
in Stayesmore Manor. He was Chairman of Carlton Parish Council, secretary to the 
managers of Carlton Approved School, Deputy Coroner and in practice with a Mr 
Alexander Morrison for 46 years in Mill Street. I accompanied him to two inquests and 
visits to witness clients’ wills. I always addressed him as “sir”. I have a cutting from the 
Bedfordshire Times (November 1958) with details of his life and a photograph. The 
picture of the manor which accompanied Fiona’s article was the first time I had seen 
the property.  

Liz 

Dilys Leeder writes: 

A huge thank you for the Service Sheets and News Letter I have received every week, 
they have been such a blessing. The decorative pages help to enhance the worship, the 
hymns, prayers and the sermons. Thank you to all who contribute and especially the 
loyalty of the people who deliver the services to my door. I really do appreciate the 
giving of your time.  

Dilys 

The BMS Birthday Scheme  

If you wish to support the BMS through their Birthday Scheme, please contact 
Margaret Ormerod. It’s a great way to celebrate a birthday. Thank you for your 
support.  

Heather Maull celebrates her birthday just after Christmas, and Alan Milberry 
celebrates his birthday at New Year.  Brenda Cornish, Cathie Stewart and Josie 
Gurr all celebrate their birthdays in early January.  

Members of the Scheme can make donations online at bmsworldmission.org 
quoting our church reference number which is 7. Or you can send your donation to 
Margaret Ormerod at 32, Wheathouse Close, Bedford. MK41 8JX. Or if you are 
attending our services in church, you may hand it to me there. 

Many thanks Margaret  

A Room With a View 

It’s a sunny day in Bedford and a schoolboy is standing looking through an upper floor 
window in his school out into the street below. 

He sees a procession coming down the street led by a horse and farm cart on its way 
home to Wilstead followed by a group of people, On the cart lays a coffin containing the 
body of a 16 year old lad who has just been hung in Bedford Prison. Hence the group of 
people are the lad’s mum, dad and family. 

The lad was hung for the crime of setting fire to a haystack. 

Those were the days? 

Ken Wells 

Bike ’n Hike 

I am able to report that a very successful year for the Bike ’n Hike, in spite of the 
changes we had to make.  Overall, almost £108,000 has been raised so far this year, 

http://bmsworldmission.org
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whereas last year the amount was nearer to £90,000. Bedford churches raised over 
£8,100, compared to just under £5,500 last year. Please share these results with your 
congregation. 

Very many thanks for your help. If I may, I will take it that you will participate again 
next year; we do not know yet if churches will be open! 

Wishing you a very Happy Christmas and looking forward to better times in 2021 

Alan Colley 
Area Organiser, Bike ’n Hike, Bedford 

Curators 2021 

Yes, we have appointed 2 people to fill Nicola’s shoes next year whilst she is on 
maternity leave! 

There were 24 expressions of interest in the post and the Museum & Library 
Committee shortlisted the 8 applicants down to 4 to interview. We actually interviewed 
3 on the day as one of them has remained incommunicado for 3 weeks now! However, 
we had 3 strong candidates on the day and after a long day and some difficult decisions 
we have offered a job share to Helen O’Hara and Jennifer Ayley. That latter name may 
sound familiar as Jennifer is currently our volunteer Librarian but she also works part 
time at the Higgins. Helen is just completing a part time contract at Denny Abbey in 
Cambs and she also is an MDO (Museums Development Officer) for central and east 
London, a part time post. 

An initial meeting has already taken place between Nicola, Helen and Jennifer to start 
the handover process and more planned for next week and early January. We are 
indeed lucky to have two such enthusiastic and capable people to take up the reins. I 
look forward to working with them in 2021 when we hope the museum will reopen in 
the spring and the planned projects take shape. 

All that remains now is for me to thank Nicola for an incredible 10 years of her work 
during which the museum has gone from strength to strength and developed in so 
many different ways. Nicola is a true professional who has contributed so much over 
and beyond what might be considered the role of a Curator to ensure that Bunyan 
Meeting and the John Bunyan Museum hold a significant place in the heritage, culture 
and arts scene of Bedford and beyond. Thank you Nicola and every good wish for 2021. 

Cherry Protheroe 
Chairperson John Bunyan Museum & Library. 

Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

For Your Prayers  

Please remember Brian and Heather Caves; Heather Maull & her family; Gilly 
and Alan Millbery; Dilys and Roy Leeder. 
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Christmas Greetings 

Christmas Greetings and love to all our friends and acquaintances and to all the folk at 
Bunyan. May next year be a little bit more normal for us all.   

Janice and Evan Griffiths 

I would like to send Christmas greetings, love, thanks and prayers to everyone at 
Bunyan Meeting. May you all manage to enjoy this beautiful season in the joy of the 
Lord, even though it may be different this year. God bless you all.  

Dilys Leeder 

Wishing everyone at Bunyan a safe and happy Christmas for 2020, with all good wishes 
to a more freedom filled and Happy 2021!  

Warwick Browning 

To all our friends at Bunyan Meeting 

Wishing you peace and joy this Christmas. 

Brian and Pat Stevens 

Christmas greetings to one and all, here’s hoping for a happy and healthy 2021. 

Love & virtual hugs  

Brian and Brenda 

Wishing my dear friends at church a very peaceful Christmas and a much happier New 
Year. 

Kay Munro 

Christmas wishes to all. Stay safe & Keep well. See you all again soon.  

Love from Naomi S x 

To my church family. Happy Christmas. Good health and happiness for 2021.  

Best wishes Patsy.  

Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year to all Friends at Bunyan.  

Jocelyn 

Christmas greetings and a peaceful New Year to everyone at Bunyan Meeting.  

Love John Gribble 

May I wish all at Bunyan Meeting - staff and congregation - a very Happy Christmas 
and may the New Year bring us and our world renewed hope and wellbeing.  Thank you 
for all the support and care you have shown to me throughout the recent months.   

Love from Sue Stewart 
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Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

Telephone 01234 213722
email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

To all at Bunyan Meeting 

May you experience afresh this Christmas joy and wonder at the coming of Jesus, 
Immanuel - ‘God with us’. 

Greetings from Gwen Gribble 

Peter & Cherry Protheroe send COVID secure Christmas Greetings and all good 
wishes for a happier 2021 to everyone at Bunyan Meeting: members, friends and 
staff. Bring on the vaccine! 

Margaret and Peter Ormerod wish you peace and joy this Xmas and the hope 
of a brighter New Year. 

Mystical Nativity 
Sandro Botticelli 
(c.1445-1510)

mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

