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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/33
SUNDAY 29 NOVEMBER 2020

Dear friends 

This Sunday marks the beginning of Advent, that season which leads us up to 
Christmas. Advent gives us an opportunity to pause, so that we might prepare 
ourselves spiritually for the coming of Christmas.  

Usually, Advent is a very busy period as we make ready for Christmas. Our 
preparations may be less that usual this year, so might we consider setting a little time 
aside each day so as to prepare our heart to welcome the great gift of God in the child of 
Bethlehem? 

During Advent we recall how John the Baptist came with dramatic suddenness, 
as a herald calling for people to prepare the way of the Lord, to make ready for 
his coming. The weary and troubled flocked to hear John as he preached in the 
wilderness, others came out of idle curiosity, some were anxious to be 
spiritually fed, whilst yet others came hoping to see a spectacular or miraculous 
event.  

Ordinary men and women came from their toil and daily struggle, their worry 
so visibly apparent in their care worn faces. The rejected and friendless came, 
the broken, those who mourned, the simple, the worldly wise and the sceptical. 
The tax collectors, reviled by those they had taxed and cheated also came and 
listened from a distance. The soldiers who occupied the land listened. Even the 

religious leaders of the day gathered there, the Scribes and Pharisees, strict in their 
personal religious conduct and devout in their commitment to God. 

For all these various people, John had a message that still echoes down to us today. He 
gave no word of superficial sympathy to ordinary people. He did not denounce those 
who oppressed them nor promise a new bright new world for the less fortunate. 
“Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and anyone who 
has food should do the same.” You who are the victims of selfishness, must root the 
selfishness out of your own hearts. He did not attack the tax collectors as traitors, but 
said “Don’t collect any more than you are required to”. One’s occupation should be a 
stewardship and not the opportunity to make a little more on the side. He did not tell 
the soldiers to lay down their arms but said “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse 
people falsely, be content with your pay.” They were not to use their position for selfish 
ends but were to serve with disciplined unselfishness.  

To all of those who came to him, and especially to those who were proud of their 
religious observance, he spoke of a world in chaos, a world where people were stricken 
with fear, a world where society appeared to crumble, a world that lurched from one 
crisis to another.  His message to such a world was a message of repentance.  

He demanded that people should seek to discover a fresh direction in their living, that 
they should view life from a new perspective, and this world from a different angle. He 
urged people to move from their settled convictions and their self seeking ways to a 
new and different view of God, of sin, and of their neighbours.  
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During the coming Christmas season, we will be reminded once again of how Jesus 
came to judge and to save. As we prepare to greet His coming to us, we would do well 
to endeavour, with penitent hearts, to seek newness of life, of action and motive, so that 
we might be ready to welcome Him in all the ways that John the Baptist demanded. 

Please keep sending your articles for our News Letter direct to me at 
chrisdamp@mac.com or by post to the church office for my attention. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

“A voice of one calling: "In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God.” Isaiah 40 v 3 

Sunday Worship Live from Mill Street 11.00am on the Church Website 

We hope that there will be face to face services at Bunyan Meeting from next Sunday, 
6th December. Confirmation will be sent out by email next week with the service 
material and News Letter.  

Arrangements for worship will be just as they were prior to the recent lockdown. The 
morning service next Sunday at 11.00am will be a communion service and we will also 
be holding an evening service at 6.30pm to mark the season of Advent. We hope that 
both of these services will also be live streamed.  

We were sorry not to have been able to live stream our service last Sunday morning but 
we hope to live stream the service this Sunday. Details of how to connect to this 
broadcast service will be distributed by the church office by email.  

Congregational Christian Church in Myanmar 

Each quarter, our congregation collects for a different charity. Some are local, or 
national causes, but we try to reach out to global charities as well. Through the 
International Congregational Fellowship, we have partners in the troubled country of 
Myanmar (formerly known as Burma). There is a small group of congregational 
churches witnessing in the capital city, Yangon (formerly Rangoon).  

They have been there since the military regime was in force, when being a Christian put 
you in danger of life and liberty. Their faith is amazing. With almost no resources, they 

have expanded their care for people living in remote villages, and for the 
poorest in Yangon itself.  

The Church and Mission were founded by Rev. Elvis Sa Do, in 2000, and are 
very much built on his vision for God’s work in Yangon. His wife, Rev. Naw 
Pale Say, is a passionate supporter, and works tirelessly with the children, 
and in some of the poorest districts of the city and surrounding areas. Naw 

Pale Say runs a children’s outreach in a kind of shanty town on the edges of the city. 
Wooden buildings rise on low platforms over muddy paths and standing water, with 
little in the way of facilities.  

This is part of Grace Children’s Ministry, which runs under the auspices of the church 
and provides education and care for needy and orphan children. The Children’s Home, 
next to the church, houses ten children. They go to the government schools, but the 
church provides food and clothing, welfare and care. There are five more children on 
the same programme, also provided with full care, but living at home. All 15 children 

mailto:chrisdamp@mac.com
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are graduates from the Grace Children’s School. The Children’s Ministry 
also supports a secular pre- and primary school at Chakhai Village, 
which provides free education, with two full time teachers.  

Yangon has been hit very hard by the Corona Virus, and the people in 
the shanty town are among the most vulnerable. They don’t have access 
to clean water, or proper sanitation, and there is certainly not the space 
to keep social distancing, or isolate individuals who are sick or have 
other health issues.  

The church works tirelessly among the most needy. Earlier this month, we received 
these pictures, with a note ‘We received some donations from NACCC (the American 
congregational churches), for Covid relief and we had a good time to share some rice, 
masks and cooking oil to the most needy, victims’ families in our areas. We really thank 
God!’ 

If you want to give to this group of churches, and their work, a donation can be left in 
the collection box in the church foyer in an envelope marked “Myanmar” or can be left 

in the church office. We have also created a donation button on our 
church website so you can give online to our nominated quarterly 
charity. You can donate using most debit or credit cards, or from your 
PayPal account. You can make a one-off or a regular series of 
payments. 

Find out more about this quarter’s charity, The Congregational 
Church of Myanmar, and make a donation on our Mission Page: 

https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/mission-at-bunyan-meeting 

Janet Wootton 

Tear Fund Quiz 

Thank you to all who took part in the Quiz for Tear Fund. 

It was very different from last year’s but still enjoyable. 

Thank you to all who donated to the work of Tear Fund but were unable to do the Quiz. 

I only managed to score 12 points out of 42!  Who can beat this? 

Jocelyn 

Margaret Ormerod writes: 

I received a letter from Suzanne Linnell at BMS thanking me for sending money 
received during the last three months, this will go towards buying PPE for health 
workers in Nepal and supporting people with mental health struggles in Afganistan. 
Thank you to all who have contributed.  

Margaret 

Ray Maull 

We were very sorry to hear that Heather Maull’s husband, Ray, died on Monday.  

We extend our deepest sympathy to Heather and her family, and keep them in our 
thoughts and prayers. 

https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/mission-at-bunyan-meeting
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A Pre-parental Leave “Party”? 

Well, not quite, but the usual end of season get together of our museum volunteers 
took place by zoom on Saturday 21 November 2020.           

16 out of our 30+ volunteers were able to join us and Nicola was able to give her 
account of the season that wasn’t! It did in fact get off to a brilliant start with Full 
House Theatre’s production of “Pulpits and Prison Doors” with more than 500 
schoolchildren involved in the church and museum. But then, despite being closed 
since the end of March, a lot of things have happened so the museum is still very much 
alive and well and looking to the future.   

The volunteers said how much they had missed seeing and working with each other 
(although some of the collections team have managed to go in and do some jobs in 
between the lockdowns). They said how much they were all looking forward to next 
year and being able to re-open.           

Nicola explained that the initial risk assessment had been completed and all the 
equipment needed to re-open safely had been purchased including a screen and PPE 
equipment etc. which means we meet the governments guidelines for their COVID-19 
safety regulations. She also gave details of how the emergency grant had been used, not 
only to purchase the safety equipment, but also items to allow us to showcase the 
museum even better on social media and via the website. This would be invaluable in 
future, open or not, especially to reach our many overseas visitors and fans of JB and 
the museum. 

The other main purpose of this get together was to “send Nicola off” towards her 
maternity leave with the good wishes of all. [Nicola’s maternity leave commences mid-
January] 

Nicola was presented ‘virtually’ with a beautiful bouquet and a virtual cheque for £300. 

Thanks were expressed to Ken Thomas for organising the collection and cards for 
Nicola. 

Before the meeting concluded each person in turn thanked Nicola and sent her off with 
their very best wishes. 

Don’t worry, as soon as the meeting was over I dashed over to Nicola’s home to present 
the bouquet and cheque to her socially distanced on the doorstep! And the money has 
been transferred to her bank account … 

Cherry Protheroe 

A PRE-PARENTAL LEAVE “PARTY”? 
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Before the meeting concluded each person in turn thanked Nicola 
and sent her off with their very best wishes. 

Don’t worry, as soon as the meeting was over I dashed over to 
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Cherry Protheroe 

THE BANK OF VOLUNTEERS, FRIENDS & SUPPORTERS 

John Bunyan Museum & Library, Bunyan Meeting, Mill Street, Bedford MK40 3EU 

DATE: 21st November 2020 

PAY:  NicolaSherhod________________________________________________________________________ 

Three hundred pounds only_______________________________________________________________  £ 300.00p     

                                                                                                                                    SIGNED:   Lots and lots of people!_[please see cards] 
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The Angel Tree Project 

The Angel Tree project invites individuals to buy a present costing a maximum of £15  
for the child of an inmate at Bedford Prison. If anyone would like to be involved in this 
project, please contact the church office now to register your interest.  

At the beginning of December, the Angel Project will sent a gift tag to the church office 
for each person who wants to buy a present. The gift tag specify the age, sex and 
interests of the of a child, whose dad is in Bedford prison. 

Once purchased, the presents can dropped into the church office and the appropriate 
gift tag should will be attached to the present. The present should be left be 
unwrapped. 

The presents have to be delivered to the project’s distributer by Tuesday 15th 
December at the latest so this does not leave us much time to buy presents! The Angel 
Project notes that “the whole timetable is tight”.  

Dual Nationality? 

Although my parents were Welsh, I was only born there because of the war. My home 
address at the time was Wimbledon where my father had a fish shop. My mother went 
back to Wales when I was due to be with her sisters. We did move back to Wales when I 
was 4 years old until I was eleven when we moved back to the London area where I 
lived until I came to Bedford in 2005, and a good move that was too. 

Okay, so I have Welsh blood but most of my formative years were in England, and first 
and foremost I am British. I am often asked who I would support when Wales play 
England at any sport. I can honestly say I can support the one who deserves to win but 
I can cheer every success each team has whether it is a try or goal. That’s quite an 
advantage as no matter the result I can come away happy. It is what dual nationality 
means to me. 

I have never been a flag waver although I will stand for God Save the Queen or Land of 
My Fathers; in fact I will stand when any national anthem is played, out of respect. 
Make *** great again? Every country is great; the weakness would be the individual 
ruler. One wonderful memory I have is when Wales played Scotland, the old enemy at 
Wembley stadium as they were building the new stadium in Cardiff. We were sat two 
rows from the pitch in front of the royal box. As both anthems were sang, with 50,000 
supporters and a large red jacketed Welsh choir behind, at that moment it didn’t 
matter where I was born, it was beautiful.  

I love music and poetry which it is argued comes from my Welsh ancestry, but I know 
many English who enjoy both. I can be emotional when I see suffering, have you not 
seen refugees crying? Emotion is part of every culture. I was married to an Italian that 
can give me triple nationality but although I would be sad if they beat the English I 
would soon recover, but who is more emotional than them. 

What it means is we are all the same under the skin. We may have different ways of 
living, different beliefs and every nation has bad people, but when it comes down to it 
we all want the same thing, happiness or as I like to say, contentment. It’s just do we 
want it for everyone or at the expense of others? 

Keep safe, 

Ken Thomas 
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Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

Telephone 01234 213722
email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

Sometimes we remember that roses have thorns rather than thorns have roses. 

Responsibility has to be carried on the shoulder and not under the arm. 

Some people give pleasure by coming into the room and others by going out. 

Submitted by Ken Wells  

Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

For Your Prayers 

Please remember Heather Caves; and Heather Maull & her family, following the 
death of her husband Ray.

Link to the Bunyan Meeting website: https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk
https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

