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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/31
SUNDAY 15 NOVEMBER 2020

Dear friends 

There are those who speak with great certainty about God’s miraculous intervention in 
their lives and experience. But for most of us, who only perhaps occasionally know such 
spectacular mountain top moments, we can still regularly sense that guiding and  
protecting hand of God over us. The secularist or humanist may argue to the contrary, 
but such an experience of God, can readily hold its ground against all the arguments 
that are advanced against it.   

A faith which is afraid to move beyond the realms of the explicable may be a strongly 
defendable position, but one wonders if there is very much left to defend. Instead, we 
believe that there is a spiritual dimension to life, mysterious and inexplicable though it 
may be. The knowledge of God’s guiding hand is not always immediately apparent to 
us, but usually becomes so, as we reflect upon the experiences of life. The underlying 
truths of our faith frequently come to us, not in the impulsive confidence which asserts 
“I am being guided” but in the quieter and deeper consciousness which follows events 
and which says, “Surely in all these things, I was being led by God.” 

To travel that road to confidence in God means that we do not dwell too much on the 
high points of our experience, but instead, try to review the ordinary ways of life and to 
understand their deeper meaning. In that more reflective mood, the great assurance 
may come to us, out of what perhaps appear to be seemingly uneventful days and years. 
We thought at the time that we were living by common human impulses and motives 
and that there was nothing to tell of the mystical and unaccountable.  But in reflecting 
upon these things, we are made aware that other forces have been at work, forces 
which are not measured by our human judgement and common sense, a divine 
guidance which transcended our common faculties and yet has also used them.  

The divine often comes to us in the commonplace. The humdrum roads of life are 
frequently the high roads on the map of the Great Designer. There is an illustration of 
this in the gospels which reflects our deeper experiences, in that conversation between 
Jesus and the Samaritan woman. This great adventure started simply because Jesus  
“had to go through Samaria” (John 4 v 4).  We see that He was just on His way from 
one thing to another. No more than that. And along that very ordinary road, real things 
happened.  

In such a way, the intervention of God becomes real to all those who have the capacity 
to interpret the meaning of their common and everyday experiences. May we in our 
own lives, become increasingly aware of God’s presence and guiding hand.  

Please keep sending your articles for our News Letter direct to me 
at chrisdamp@mac.com or by post to the church office for my attention. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

“Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you 
at the proper time.” 1 Peter 5 v 6 

mailto:chrisdamp@mac.com
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Sunday Worship at Mill Street  

There will be no face to face services at Bunyan Meeting until at least Sunday 6th 
December, due to the new lockdown. Our services will continue to be sent out by email 
(and on paper to those without the internet) and will also be available on our website.  

This past week, a camera has been installed in the church to allow us to live stream our 
services on the internet. We hope that we will be able to live stream our service from 
the church beginning next Sunday, 22nd November. There will be a link on our website 
to the service. There will be more details about how to access the service in next week’s 
News Letter. 

Church Meeting  

Our November Church Meeting will be held on Wednesday 25th November at 
7.30pm and as we will not be able to physically meet, the meeting will be held via 
Zoom. Those without a computer will be able to telephone into the meeting so we hope 
that everyone who wants to attend the meeting will be able to participate. 

The agenda will include the adoption of our church accounts, the election of church 
officers and representatives, the adoption of our revised Care and Safety Policy and 
various other matters. Please put the time and date in your diary.  

The church meeting is the overall governing body of the church to whom all the various 
officers and departments of the church report. Members of the church come together in 
Church Meeting to seek the mind of Christ for the governance of the church. Please do 
endeavour to attend the Church Meeting and play your part in shaping the life, mission 
and work of Bunyan Meeting.   

Audrey Mehew writes: 

I did not feel 100% yesterday and knew I would not give the church service justice so I 
left it until today and am so glad I did. I found it very moving. My father had already 
died from a cycle accident before the war commenced, but an uncle was in the army 
and I can remember him visiting us in his khaki uniform and fortunately he was one of 
the lucky ones who survived. It brings everything into perspective. What they went 
through, and the restrictions we are keeping to just makes one feel very humble.  

Thanks to all the members of our church who are taking part in keeping us together. It 
is very much appreciated especially being able to  follow Helena’s funeral on line. 

Audrey 

Helena Kent 

My mother was born in Calcutta, India, where her father was the minister at the Free 
Church in Dharam Tula Street. At the tender age of 5 she and her older sister and 
brother were sent to boarding school in Darjeeling where the climate was much 
healthier for children. However, because the school year ran for 9 months continuously 
with no parental visits, after 2 years their parents decided they did not want to be 
separated from the children and the family returned to Britain in the early 1930s. I 
think being in India gave my mother a wide view of the world, and she retained this 
into adult life. Due to my grandfather’s ministry my mother attended 9 schools, 
including Milton Mount during the war where there were many daughters of ministers, 
apparently very high-spirited! 
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Helena trained as a nurse and midwife in London, spending some time also as a private 
nurse to seriously ill (and wealthy) patients, and these varied experiences gave her a 
huge source of stories - humorous and entertaining, poignant and enlightening. She 
married Paddy in 1952 and my brother Peter was born 10 months later, followed by me 
2 years on. The family moved to Bedfordshire with my father’s work at George Fischer 
Castings (Britannia Iron and Steel Works) in 1966, and settled very happily into 
Harrold, attending Bunyan Meeting where they received a warm welcome from Glyn 
Evans, the Minister, and the congregation. My parents were both faithful attenders for 
many years. After my father stopped driving and became ill, Michael Thomas very 
kindly brought my mother to church. It was an important part of her life.  

After moving to Harrold, Helena took up work again at Stayesmore Manor, an 
8 bed residential care home in Carlton, from where anecdotes of old ladies and 
their lives came to us. She learnt about a new area of nursing and how to 
manage sweetly the challenges posed by dementia. She was head-hunted by Dr 
Davis and went to work at Harrold Surgery, and, ever curious about medical 
matters, she had a wonderfully varied and interesting time and enjoyed the 
company of her surgery colleagues and immersing herself in community life.  

The great grief in her life was the death of my brother aged 23. She never got over this, 
but learnt to channel her experience for the benefit of others, doing bereavement 
listening in Harrold and Goldington (where David, my husband, was vicar, though she 
carried on long after we left Bedford in 1995)  dealing on occasions with the fallout 
from difficult deaths of children, and people taking their own lives - and this led, on 
retirement aged 68, to her becoming a Samaritan volunteer. This role was to be a 
listener and prompter of thought - though sometimes Helena did dispense necessary 
and most  appropriate advice, too! Alongside this she was an interested ‘ear’ at 
Listening Ear, here at Bunyan Meeting’s Saturday morning café, and a regular happy 
helper and later attender at the URC Tuesday lunches in Harrold. She was a champion 
befriender wherever she went. 

There were adventures and travel, too - to Bavaria and the Netherlands to see her 
Scottish/Austrian cousin/brothers and their families; to New Zealand; a return visit to 
India with Paddy and Mary, her sister; and to Papua New Guinea on her own to see me 
when I was teaching there. And after David and I married, along came Christopher, her 
grandson, another little boy for her to love and play with thoroughly. Helena was a 
wonderful mother and grandmother, a strong supporter and encourager throughout 
her life. She loved her family.  

Paddy was her rock and soulmate and as he grew frailer she devoted her life to caring 
for him until he died in 2014. Her stroke happened 3 months later but she bore her 
increasing incapacity with patience and was tenderly looked after by the wonderful 
carers at FirstCare, in her final years. 

After her death so many people said lovely things about my mother, but these two are 
very special: 

“Helena had the golden key to human relationships;” 

“She has left us all richer for her presence.” 

Fiona Thurburn-Huelin 

Stayesmore Manor
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New arrival! 

Just a quick update to let you know our lovely little Grandson has arrived safely. He 
was born on Monday 9th November.  

Arthur John (I'm sure my Dad would be very approving of his name). He is 
beautiful. Quite a different experience having a baby when Coronavirus is around! 
Garry was allowed into theatre, then into recovery for a while, but then had to leave 
before Melissa was taken to the ward. But they are safe and sound at home now.  

I hope you are all safe and well. Take care. 

Anne Holloway 

Christmas in a Box 

In previous years Bunyan Meeting have supported All Nations Church as they provided 
Christmas hampers to people in need. Last year it was great to partner with a number 
of schools and local businesses and have them involved, it made a real difference to our 
appeal. We were able to give out over 830 boxes reaching over 2000 people in Bedford. 

We are seeking to build on what we did last year and wondered if the people at Bunyan 
Meeting would also like to be involved this year, either by making hampers or donating 
items/money.  Our website gives details on these options: 

http://www.allnationsbedford.org/christmasinabox 

Kind regards 

Christmas in a Box team 

The BMS Birthday Scheme  

If you wish to support the BMS through their Birthday Scheme, please contact 
Margaret Ormerod. It’s a great way to celebrate a birthday. Thank you for your 
support.  

Edith Wells celebrates her birthday this coming week.  

Members of the Scheme can make donations online at bmsworldmission.org 
quoting our church reference number which  is 7. Or you can send your donation to 
Margaret Ormerod at 32, Wheathouse Close, Bedford. MK41 8JX. Or simply wait until 
we are back at church and hand it to me there. 

Many thanks Margaret  

Ruth Blake writes: 

A quick little update. My Grandfather will be home on Thursday 12th from the Archer 
Unit.  Thank you for all the prayers 

Ruth 

BBQ: 

Recently after what seemed to be a long day at home, I decided to view a home movie 
DVD. It was from a BBQ we held in our garden back in 1992, almost thirty years ago; 
where have the years gone? My brother-in-law who took it was someone who had to 

http://www.allnationsbedford.org/christmasinabox
http://bmsworldmission.org
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have the latest gadget. He placed the camcorder on a chair at the end of the table we 
had placed on the lawn, and just let it run. 

It was originally held because one part of the family were returning to live in Italy, so 
we not only invited the whole family, we brought the neighbours in as well. There was a 
clear blue sky, the wine flowed and the food was plentiful but despite knowing we were 
going to say goodbye to one part, there was loads of laughter. 

Everyone looked so much younger, there were some who are no longer with us but with 
a glass of wine and a few nibbles I transported myself back into that garden and 
enjoyed myself as much that evening as I did all those years ago. 

It is memories like that that keep us going. We all have ups and downs in life and I have 
probably been luckier than most, but those good moments are golden and we must 
hold onto them. I never knew my grandparents as all had died before I was born and 
my dad died when I was 17. Since then I have also lost my mum and two older sisters.  
That meant a few years ago, when I decided to start a genealogy course, I was 
beginning from scratch with no member of the family to refer to. The one moment that 
will stay with me was when we looked at the 1911 census and I saw my dad’s name 
written, aged 10. That was another moment that brought a tear to my eye, but as any 
lady will tell you, tears do not always mean sorrow. 

Keep safe,  

Ken Thomas 

Tear Fund Big Quiz Night 

Saturday 14th November 

Thank you to all those who have signed up for this Quiz. 

If anyone would like to make a donation to Tear Fund please donate via their 
website:  www.tearfund.org 

Thank you 

Jocelyn 

Bedford Food Bank 

Due to the lockdown restrictions imposed on Thursday 5 November, the church will 
not be open to receive Food Bank food donations for at least 3 weeks. As far as we 
know, the Bedford Food Bank is operating, and can be contacted through their website: 

https://bedford.foodbank.org.uk  

or by telephone - 01234 268569 

To donate by post, please make cheques payable to ‘Bedford Food Bank’ and send them 
to - 71 Murdock Road, Manton Industrial Estate, Bedford MK41 7PL  

Figures can't lie but liars can figure. 

Better to like what you do than to do what you like. 

You can please some people some of the time, but you can't please all the people all of 
the time. 

Submitted by Ken Wells 

http://www.tearfund.org
https://bedford.foodbank.org.uk
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Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

Telephone 01234 213722
email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

