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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/42
SUNDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2021

Dear friends, 

It is almost a year since our world closed in about us with the outbreak of Covid and the 
restrictions that it has brought to our lives. Over the last few weeks I have heard several 
people speak about the problem of boredom. Our days have become monotonous, and 
we wonder when the present situation will come to an end? Our world has contracted, 
we seldom go far from our homes, we cannot enjoy social interaction in the way that we 
once did and the variety of experience and activities that once stimulated us, has 
almost completely evaporated. 

Living under the restrictions that lockdown brings can make our days seem rather dull. 
A few weeks of rest and relaxation can do us a great deal of good, but a whole year 
without anything much to do can make life seem unbearable. There have been some 
bright moments which have lifted our spirits and cheered us on our way, but there have 
also been periods when we have found our current situation very trying. 

Prolonged confinement in our homes gives us little variety of experience and our world 
is now beginning to feel very limited. Enforced inactivity is a great challenge for many 
and is taking a great toll on the mental health of the nation.  

We all need something to do; we all need a reason for living; we all long for lives filled 
with variety and stimulation; we all need social interaction; these things can lead to 
happy and fulfilling lives. But when life descends into drab, uninspiring drudgery, with 
little hope of escape, and no brightening interludes, it can readily smother the soul.  

Monotony is one of the greatest sources of human misery; but we must not submit to 
it! Let us endeavour to keep our hearts and minds receptive to that which is good and 
let us count our own blessings. If we endeavour to view the world and our own current 
situation with a thankful heart and a positive spirit, at least some of the dullness will 
disappear. 

Please keep sending your articles for our News Letter direct to me 
at chrisdamp@mac.com or by post to the church office for his attention. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

"Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” 

Philippians 4 v 6 

Sunday Worship 

Due to the current lockdown and the high level of Covid infections locally, Bunyan 
Meeting will now be closed for face to face worship until further notice. Our services 
will continue to be distributed by email and delivered to those without access to the 
internet. 

mailto:chrisdamp@mac.com
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Redecoration of the Church 

During this past week the decorators have moved into the church to begin the task of 
repainting. Whilst the scaffolding is up in the church, the lighting is also going to be 
renewed. This work means that the church itself will be out of use until probably 
sometime in June.  

Audrey Mehew writes: 

Thank you once again for the lovely communion service this morning and also for 
sending us the links so we could follow the two funerals held this past week. When you 
have known the members concerned it means such a lot to be able to link in and follow 
the service and learn so much more about their lives. Bill and I were on the Social 
Committee with Andy but I do not remember being 12 years older! 

Goodbye Old Friends: 

When I heard that Ken Dodd had died I felt really sad even though I had never met him 
and he was in his 90s. However, he had given me and my family one of the most 
enjoyable five hours when he appeared at the Beck theatre in Hayes some years ago. 
We had taken a bus there earlier in the evening and he ended the show at ten to one in 
the morning. I had to take a taxi home. 

Dodd’s humour was visual but as an ardent radio listener I have also fond memories of 
those voices I have lost like Test Match Special with the likes of John Arlett, Brian 
Johnson and the rest of the team. One lady wrote in that she had been blind since birth 
and had never seen a cricket match, but never missed TMS as they brought it alive to 
her. Some years ago I used to listen to the Archers at 6.45pm which was when I would 
be having my dinner. It was never the same following the 50th anniversary of the show 
when the characters appeared on TV as none of them looked like I had visualised. 

Even today when you hear Vera Lynn sing ‘We’ll meet again’ it takes a hard heart 
to not feel some emotion, and every time I watch Bob Willis take those eight 
Australian wickets to win the ashes I still jump out of my seat as each one falls. 

Peter Allis who died last year aged 89 was still working the month before, yet 
anyone who listened to him commentating on golf will have some memory of an 

off the cuff remark he made, excluding of course his belief that if ladies wish to 
use the golf club they should marry a member, but he was a wit and can easily be 

described as a talented professional. Quality, you cannot beat it.     

In an age when you hear people say their ambition in life is to become famous, and you 
look at the talent of those I have mentioned, you just want to shake your head. When 
my son was young I took him to see Charlie Drake in a pantomime. These artists do 
work hard when on stage and Charlie, who had us in stitches throughout hardly raised 
a sweat, in some parts just an eyebrow. It showed what real talent is and how hard 
these professionals must have worked to achieve that standard and that fame. 

Keep safe, Ken Thomas 

Ruth Blake writes: 

Living with chronic pain is not great at the best of times, but just recently it has become 
a bit more of a pain which I think it has been because of the weather.  But that does not 
mean I want to stop doing things and anyway with all this extra time, without being 
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able to do my volunteering at the Church and Museum, I should be able to sort out all 
my art and craft stuff etc., but at times it's been difficult over a year to do a spring 
clean!!!!! 

The Daily Hope Free Phone Line - update 

The Daily Hope free phone line (0800 804 8044) was set up and launched at the end 
of April last year with the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Church of England to 

support and encourage the elderly during the Covid-19 pandemic.  I was 
aware of the hundreds of thousands of older people up and down the 
country who found themselves even more isolated and cut off than they 
were before. I work as Pastoral Care and Seniors Minister at Holy Trinity 
Church in Claygate, Surrey, and lead Connections – one of the largest 
church gatherings for seniors in the country that started at Holy Trinity, 
Claygate. Connections is now replicated in many churches around the 

country. From this we have developed an evangelistic series called Hymns we Love – 
using wonderful well-loved hymns as an accessible and gentle way of sharing the gospel 
with older friends. Hymns we Love has now become the cornerstone of Daily Hope, 
and wonderfully, the Daily Hope has now received over 350,000 calls, it is now 
wonderfully in every prison in England and Wales too!   

We are so keen to share the Daily Hope free phone with more and more older people 
up and down the country and would absolutely love you to continue to pray and share 
this wonderful phone line with your churches and contacts 

It truly is wonderful how this free phone line (available 24 hours a day)  is literally 
proving to be a lifeline for so many older people at this time. Many are feeling crippled 
with anxiety and loneliness right now, but most have a telephone! We heard yesterday 
that one person has called the number 1,740 times since November, and another, has 
called 256 times in January alone – that works out at 8 times a day. It breaks my heart 
to think of this appalling isolation and loneliness, but I thank the Lord for the provision 
of the Daily Hope which is sharing the gospel and bringing comfort and hope to older 
people up and down the country. 

This latest lockdown has further exacerbated this loneliness and isolation and we are 
desperately trying to reach out to support more older people through the Daily Hope at 
this difficult time. 

In addition to Hymns we Love, reflections, hymns and prayers, the line also offers 
‘Chair Exercises on the Phone’ which are vital, but gentle exercises, to help with 
circulation and fitness for this most isolated section of our community. 

New for February we have  ‘Sleep well with the Daily Hope’ as another option.  So 
many people of all ages, but especially the elderly, are struggling to sleep at this 
worrying and unsettling time - sleep researchers are now calling this ‘Covid-somnia!’  
To help with this, we have launched a series of gentle and relaxing reflections using 
wonderful Bible verses for our callers to listen to on the phone whilst they’re in bed. So 
many (over 2.5 million) elderly ones are not connected to the internet so are not able to 
access any online support. 

Daily Hope has been a wonderful success so far – we’ve received over 350,000 calls 
which represent 5 million minutes of call time – but there are still so many older, 
vulnerable people who have not yet heard about the Daily Hope and would really 
benefit from what it offers.   Please could I ask you to share the Daily Hope again with 
your churches and your older friends, neighbours and relatives, and do tell them about 
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the new Sleep Well content and try it for yourself! Please could I also ask you to join me 
in praying especially for this precious generation, that they would discover how much 
the Lord loves them, and how He longs to bring His hope and comfort at this hard, 
hard time. With much love, and a huge thank you. (There are links to Daily Hope on 
our website). 

Pippa  
Pastoral Care and Seniors Minister 
Holy Trinity Church, Claygate 

Wendy Richardson writes: 

I was sorting out some old books in the loft yesterday and found this book, God 
Thoughts,  by  Dick Williams and the Rev R H L Williams, Rector St. Peters Church 
Woolton, Liverpool. Flicking through it I found this poem which summed up the way I 
feel some days! I am sure there are others who also feel the same! Written back in the 
sixties (1969) did he have a vision of lockdown? 

At the Start of the Day 

Life gets tedious. 

Today 
is far too much like yesterday, 
and the day before yesterday, 
and the day before that. 
I don’t want to go on with the business of living today. 

Town Centre  
Churches in Bedford  

 

 

Five services in Lent reflecting on coping with the Covid crisis. Wednesdays 24 February to 24 March  2021 
Join us on Zoom 

12.30pm-1.00pm  
ID: 851 0501 4603 
Passcode: 942352 

Coping with Crisis -  The Church’s Response to Covid  

24 Feb Taking the Long View (Methodist Church and Bunyan Meeting) 
3 Mar Finding Hope (St Joseph’s) 10 Mar The Power of Patience in the Face of Difficulties (St Cuthbert’s) 
17 Mar  A Common Enemy (St Paul’s) 24 Mar The Living Christ in Times of Fear (Miracle Church) 

Online and Zoom during Lent
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I know what jobs I’ve got to do 
and I don’t want to do them. 
I know the people I’ve got to meet 
and I don’t want to meet them. 
I know the places I’ve got to go to, 
and I don’t want to go there. 

As I look at them 
the tiniest duties of the day 
become enormous. 
Today 
I feel beaten before I start. 

Did you ever feel like this,  
Jesus? 

That’s funny! 

As soon as I ask the question  
something is different. 
There’s a shift in the perspective 
of what is visible 
as I look at 
today. 

For now I see that 
today 
contains Christ. 
He has become a part of this terrible day. 
And the day is not so terrible. 
He has gone before. 
Already He is present in the midst of everything 
that makes it dreary- 
the dreariness begins to disappear. 
It's as if the sun is beginning to shine. 

The Bunyan Oak 

The photograph of the Bunyan Oak in last Sunday’s order of service was taken on a 
Church Fellowship outing which included all the Bunyan Meeting branch Churches. 
We all met up monthly in the summer of 1951.  The minister in the tree was the Rev. 
James W. Alexander, our minister at the time. We were both there as teenagers. 

Steve and Pat 

Alison Lipsett writes: 

I loved the Simon Armitage poem in the News Letter and I, too, was moved by Amanda 
Gorman’s inspirational poem for the Inauguration. 
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For nearly a year now I have  been involved with a poetry group, run on Zoom by Tibbs 
Dementia. It is one of the many things that they are doing to try and help people 
through this difficult time. We are a small group [so we can all fit on one screen] a 
mixture of people with dementia, carers and volunteers.  

We each choose and read a poem, usually on a given theme, and week after week come 
up with a wide and varied selection. We have good discussions and a lot of fun. I am 
meant to be a ‘helper’ but it has become the highlight of my week and I have learnt so 
much. 

I was reminded of one poem that came up when the subject was ‘trees’ with the 
mention of the Bunyan Oak last Sunday. 

The Oak Tree 

A mighty wind blew night and day, 
It stole the oak tree’s leaves away, 
Then snapped it’s boughs and pulled it’s bark 
Until the oak was tired and stark… 
But still the oak tree held its ground 

     While the other trees fell all around. 
The weary wind gave up and spoke, 
‘How can you still be standing, oak?’ 
The oak tree said, ‘I know that you 
Can break each branch of mine in two 

     Carry every leaf away, 
Shake my limbs, and make me sway, 
But I have roots stretched in the earth, 
Growing stronger since my birth, 
You’ll never touch them, for you see, 
They are the deepest part of me, 

     Until today, I wasn’t sure 
Of just how much I could endure. 
But now I’ve found, with thanks to you, 
I’m stronger than I ever knew.’ 

Johnny Ray Ryder Jr 

Lockdown Leisure Time 

Well, most of us have certainly had plenty of time for leisure activities these past 11 
months! 

So, what have you been doing to keep busy, sane or just occupied; what has helped you 
to fill the time and hopefully reduced the stress? A few of us had a Zoom coffee 
morning recently and we were asking just these questions. It was interesting to hear 
what has been going on in homes around the area. 

Have you: taken up a new hobby; started a new activity; rekindled an old interest; 
found a particular book to return to; or … ? What is it that has given you some pleasure 
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and hope in recent times?    We thought it might be a nice idea to share these through 
an “exhibition” which could be shared in a newsletter with our church fellowship. 

Gilly Millbery has kindly agreed to curate this, so please send a picture to her of your 
activity with or without you in it or if you can’t send a pic just a short paragraph 
describing what you have been doing. [gilbs.milbs@ntlworld.com]. 

“Art is the highest form of hope.” Gerhard Richter. 

Art takes many forms so we look forward with hope to seeing your creativity and 
activities! 

Thank you. 

Cherry Protheroe. 

Iain Stewart  

Cathie writes to say that Iain has moved into Crossways for palliative care. We think of 
Iain and Cathy and all their family at this time and keep them in our prayers. 

Church Treasurer 

Following Allan’s death, we are now seeking a Church Treasurer. Is this a task that you 
might be able to take on? Please make this a matter of prayer for the Treasurer plays a 
crucial role in the life of the church. And, if you feel that this is something that you 
might be able to help with but would like to know more, please have a chat with the 
Minister.  

A Lofty Tale 

After several years of nagging requests from Brenda to sort out the loft so that Stuart & 
Lesley don’t have so much to clear out when we’ve departed, and now with Lesley 
weighing in on the subject, it was time to get it sorted. Several large, lidded containers 
were purchased, then Lesley & I ascended the loft ladder and wriggled our way through 
the accumulation. 

We soon found that a lot of what was up there actually belonged to Stuart & Lesley.  

Having had starlings nesting at the top of the wall cavity, several items were, shall we 
say, unusable and were quickly taken outside, then the sorting began in earnest.  A 
couple of decades of rugby programmes (Lesley’s) were sorted from various cardboard 
boxes and relocated into their new container and labelled. 

Stuart & Lesley’s school books, class photographs and assorted youthful memorabilia 
were found and at the bottom of an unrelated cardboard box, the mystery of the 
disappearing Hills Lower School photographs was solved. As Leah is now at the Hills, 
we have been searching for them for the past 2 years, so that she could see Daddy, 
Auntie Lesley and Auntie Jo in their Hills uniforms. 

From further back in time we found my primary school reports from 1955/56, one of 
them stated that “he knows his words, but his reading is slow”.  

In a box of assorted items, I found the scripts and background notes for the 2000 
J.F.C. Christmas production ‘The Great Jigsaw’ which was set in the Heavenly Office, 
for some reason, there were 2 versions of the play. The notes read: 
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website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

The first idea for this play came to me during the ’99 Mark Rutherford Christmas 
Concert. It was originally to be a dialogue between God & Gabriel and its first title 
was ‘G & g’, but it was soon changed to the Jigsaw.  After submitting the script to the 
Minister, Peter Protheroe, I was persuaded to change the main characters to Gabriel 
and an un-named messenger angel.  

When presented in Church, it contained a song & dance routine ‘The Shepherds 
Shuffle’ from Haylock’s ‘Come to the Stable’.  

Looking through the script, I think we could do it again. 

We still have to finish the loft! 

Brian Cornish 

Links to recent funeral services - some recordings muted for copyright reasons 

 YouTube link Notes 

Allan Linger https://youtu.be/h3x1NtIuzI8 no copyright issues 

Andy Graham https://youtu.be/t9cjca4_w_0 Russell Watson track muted for copyright  
  reasons on YouTube; un-redacted version  
  available for private use on request 

Anne Legg https://youtu.be/HhoHrhJvtgA How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds  
  muted  for copyright reasons on YouTube;  
  un-redacted version available for private  
  use on request 

Kay Monro https://youtu.be/FWQe32P4wow Rod Stewart track muted for copyright  
  reasons on YouTube; family has been sent  
  an un-redacted version 

God is not so interested in orthodoxy as some of his servants are. 

Don't keep the faith - spread it around. 

‘Just going to play with God’, a little girl remarked. ‘How do you do that?’ asked her 
father. ‘Easy’, she explained, ‘I just throw my ball up in the air and God throws it back 
again.’ 
Submitted by Ken Wells 

For Your Prayers  

Please remember - 
Dilys and Roy Leeder; Jean Goldsmith; Chris Wootton’s sister Judy and all 
her family; Enid and Lilford Tatham; Iain and Cathy Stewart.

https://youtu.be/h3x1NtIuzI8
https://youtu.be/t9cjca4_w_0
https://youtu.be/HhoHrhJvtgA
https://youtu.be/FWQe32P4wow
mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

