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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/20
SUNDAY 30 AUGUST 2020

Dear friends 

Last week I wrote about the church meeting held in December of 1671 when Bunyan 
was called to be our minister. The year following Bunyan’s death in December 1689, a 
day was set aside “for prayer and seeking of God for direction and a blessing upon our 
endeavours and proceedings for the settlement of Mr Chandler amongst us as a 
minister of the word.” The church considered the appointment of Mr Chandler for 
some time and eventually called him to the pastorate on October 18th 1691. 

Almost exactly twenty years to the day since Bunyan was set apart as minister of the 
church, Ebenezer Chandler was ordained on December 18th 1691. 

Chandler was a member of the Congregational church at Little Moorfields, in London. 
He was the first minister of our church to be called from beyond the existing 

membership. Times were changing and the life of the church in 
Bedford began to reflect those changes. The Toleration Act which 
gave Dissenters liberty of worship was passed in May of 1689, and 
persecution gradually began to cease. This was a new era, the 
Dissenters began to organise themselves, gathering funds to supply 
congregations with pastors and establishing ministerial training. New 
meeting houses were built and Dissent gradually began to become 
respectable. (Doreen tells us a little more about this later in this 
News Letter).  

Church life in Bedford was not always easy. There was disagreement amongst the 
congregation over baptism and Chandler introduced singing which caused further 
division. John Fenne, who had served as a deacon for several decades and had joined 
the church in the 1650s under the ministry of John Gifford absented himself from 
worship and church meetings, whilst Sister Honour withheld “her communion from 
the Church” for many years “on account of singing and baptisme”. 

The church pressed on and during the first ten years of Chandler’s ministry two 
hundred new members were added. Division was laid aside and the people gave 
themselves to prayer and the building up of the spiritual life of the church. 

Herein is a lesson for us today. Much good would surely be done if we gave ourselves 
more completely to prayer and focussed upon the increase of our spiritual life. We can 
often give much energy and passion to secondary matters, which are ultimately of little 
consequence, and we forget that our primary purpose, indeed our only purpose as a 
church, is Christ and the cause of the gospel.  

Please keep sending your articles for our News Letter direct to me 
at chrisdamp@mac.com or by post to the church office for my attention. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

Ebenezer Chandler
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“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armour of 
God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is 
not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms. Therefore put on the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil comes, 
you may be able to stand your ground” 

Ephesians 6 v 10 - 13 

Bedford Street Angels - a call to prayer 

Please do pray for the first patrol that the Street Angels plan to launch on 
to the streets of Bedford since mid-March. 

The four volunteers will assemble at St Peter’s Church at 10.00pm on Saturday 29 
August 2020. 

Please pray that they will be completely protected against any infection, and that the 
Holy Spirit will empower them to deal with all the situations that they may encounter 
until about 4.00am. 

Audrey Mehew writes: 

Thank you as usual for a truly uplifting Sunday morning Service. Wonderful hymns for 
me to try and sing to! I listened to the children’s talk and was most impressed with the 
Lego bungalow. Bill worked in an architect’s office but did not ever produce one for  
Simon like that!  

We have had a very turbulent week weather-wise in Oakley with torrential rain often 
pouring from the guttering down my dining room window! As my family always ring 
me on a Sunday evening, I kept the evening reflections until today (Tuesday) as I did 
not want to be interrupted. I felt I was in Bunyan listening to Lesley and Rhion’s lovely 
Welsh voices. All of this is so much appreciated. Loved the News Letter and wished I 
had been able to be in Chris’ garden with everyone. I missed washing up!    

Audrey 

Kay Munro writes: 

My dear friends at Bunyan 

Thank you all so very much for the lovely messages you have sent to me.  I miss you all 
so much as you must miss being in church. 

I had already written one letter to you when I heard the sad news of Cathie.  I had so 
hoped the two of us might be with you as we both were once.  She had so looked 
forward to moving into my old flat and had only had two days before she had her fall. 

We enjoyed our visits to the comforting services and all the happy activities which we 
shared with other church members.   

Thank you.  My love to you all.   
Kay  

The first-floor flat at 
Christie - Kay’s home 
for many years; and 
where Cathie had 
moved to, just before 
her fall.
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The BMS Birthday Scheme 

If you wish to support the BMS through their Birthday Scheme, please contact 
Margaret Ormerod. It’s a great way to celebrate a birthday. Thank you for your 
support.  

Up to the end of July, four hundred pounds has been given to the Birthday scheme by 
friends at Bunyan Meeting either direct through Margaret or online. 

Members of the Scheme can make donations online at bmsworldmission.org 
quoting our church reference number which  is 7. Or you can send your donation to 
Margaret Ormerod at 32, Wheathouse Close, Bedford. MK41 8JX. Or simply wait until 
we are back at church and hand it to me there. 

Many thanks, Margaret 

Julie Barker writes: 

Dear All ,  

Thank you team, for two great services, and your continued hard work. It was good to 
have evening worship, a lovely surprise. 

I’ve been rather frustrated with the weather, our favourite subject and I 
guess I’m not alone. It’s been a month since my friend has been trying to 
relay my old slabs, either too hot or ground toooooooooooo wet. 

I was not born overly patient, some say you have to learn these things, if 
anyone wants to give it a try let me know, you would be assured of a 
VERY trying challenge!  

I’ve had some great ideas and advice from ‘The Manse Gardener’. He’s 
such a helpful chap and very generous with his advice !! Who knows 
perhaps I’ll get on the NGS scheme HAHA, don’t get carried away jb, no 
chance of that happening. 

Speaking of gardens did anyone see ‘Garden Answers’ magazine 
September issue, featuring our minister’s spectacular plot, a credit to him 
and how. I did ask once when on earth do you get time do it all, he said 
well, I’ve been known to be out at 6am before I get on with my day, wow 
there’s dedication for you. 

I’m still involved with my current sort of job, which most days proves difficult and 
mentally tiring. As always, God is good and walks with me keeping me calm, what a 
Faithful Friend He is. There’s a relatively new song, some of you will know, ‘Faithful 
God I depend on you’, I must get the lyrics for my next letter, can’t remember them 
word for word from top of my head. I know many folk are not into modern hymns/
songs, but they are very meaningful, and written to be easily understood. As we are 
aware everything in life moves forward with changes everywhere and new fresh takes 
on all things church too, in worship and song which of course is all scriptural. 

I’ve been waiting since 05/05 for my renewed driving licence, after many e-mails and 
calls, it arrived two weeks ago so I feel I’m a legal motorist again, which DVLA assured 
me I was, perhaps not quite within the speed limits!! I’d love to have been a racing 
driver, could put my foot down no problem, just too large to fit into one of those 
streamlined beasts, suppose I could offer to help in the pits making coffee, look out 
Lewis Hamilton. 

http://bmsworldmission.org
http://bmsworldmission.org
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Hopefully by my next post I’ll have photographic evidence of finished garden work ..... 
Praying the sun will get his hat on so the daughter can get out and dig on. 

Praying we’ll soon be back in our beloved church worshipping together. 

Christian Love, Prayers and Blessings to all.  

Julie 

Faithful One so unchanging 
Ageless One You're my rock of peace 
Lord of all I depend on You 
I call out to You, again and again 
I call out to You, again and again 
You are my rock in times of trouble 
You lift me up when I fall down 
All through the storm 
Your love is the anchor 
My hope is in You alone. 

Doreen Watson writes: 

BUNYAN MEETING – in the beginning. 

The land, originally an orchard, was purchased by Josiah Ruffhead, a member of the 
congregation, from Robert Crompton of Elstow, for £90, and subsequently sold by him 
to the church for £50. A barn in the orchard was then licenced for preaching.  This was 
the building Bunyan knew, and it served the church for a number of years after his 
death, till 1707. 

The Indenture conveying the orchard and barn from Crompton to 
Ruffhead in 1672 is on display in the museum. There is also an oak 
tea caddy, said to have been made from wood taken from Bunyan’s 
pulpit. 

The next building on the site, known as the Old Meeting, or more 
popularly, from the shape of the gabled roofs, as ‘the three ridges’, 
was built in 1707 at a cost of £400, during the Ministry of the Revd 
Ebenezer Chandler, Bunyan’s immediate successor. It seated 700 
people, and served the congregation until 1849, with a major 
refurbishment in 1770.   

Looking down at the old church from the top of Gadsby Street, little 
could be seen of it except the roof, and several steps led down to the 
interior from the entrance door,  hence the rhyme: 

‘If upward be the way to bliss,  
Prithie, Chandler, where leads this.’ 

The Cemetery Question  
(article taken from Bedford Town and Townsmen 1845-1895) 

In 1851, the Bedford Times was still agitating for a Cemetery.  On April 12th the 
attention of the public was called to the fact that every burying ground in Bedford was 
full, and that some of them had been turned over and over until the ingenious sextons 

Old Meeting: 
showing the exterior 
with ‘the three 
ridges’; and below, 
the interior of the 
building,
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were puzzled how to take in any more bodies.  At Bunyan Meeting the grave yard was 
stated to be very full, but as the ground had been raised some feet, it was to be regarded 
as a new burying place!  A Cemetery for the town was absolutely necessary.  In 1853 it 
was agreed that land at Foster’s Hill should be developed and Bedford Cemetery at 
what is now Foster Hill Road opened in 1855. 

20/08/2020, 6:18Image of letter for next week's newsletter
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A letter of 
appreciation sent by 
Keech Hospice Care, 
to the card making 
team, for the gift of 
money raised by 
selling their hand-
made greeting cards 
in the foyer of 
Bunyan Meeting.
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Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

Telephone 01234 213722
email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

Cathie Corfield 

Cathie’s funeral will be held on Wednesday 2nd September at 3.15pm at the 
Crematorium. Numbers are strictly limited at the crematorium, but if anyone would 
like to share in the funeral online, details can be obtained from either the Minister or 
the Church Office. 

Unless a Church speaks to folk and to God in contemporary language, and with a full 
realisation of its contemporary background of science and culture, no one will listen to 
it. 

A teacher asked her class if anyone knew anything about Lot's wife ? One boy raised his 
hand to say he thought she was a pillar of salt by day and a ball of fire by night. 

Submitted by Ken Wells 

For Your Prayers 

Please remember Ruth Blake, Wendy Carter, Janet Barratt, Raj Sandhu and 
family and especially Raj’s father and the family of Cathie Corfield.   
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