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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/25
SUNDAY 4 OCTOBER 2020

Dear friends 

The readings in our service this week speak of vineyards, and bring to mind the fable of 
the fox and the grapes.  The fox spies some beautify grapes which hang just above his 
head. He leaps towards the grapes, but misses them; he tries again; the grapes are just 
beyond his reach. Rather than admitting defeat, the fox walks away complaining that 
the grapes are sour anyway and therefore quite undesirable and not worth eating. The 
expression “sour grapes” has its origins in this story. 

This unfortunate fox is often dismissed as an angry and disappointed character, unable 
to gain that which he desired. But in reality, this fox is probably a rather sensible 
creature. He decided that the grapes were not desirable enough to break his heart over. 
They simply looked better than they really were. As he walked away, he spoke to 
himself, for it was he who needed persuading that the grapes were not worth all the 
effort.  

He was right. In life we often find that success is far less gratifying in actuality than it 
appears in prospect. We are often lured by illusions.  

We can sometimes sit down and be sorrowful for those things that we cannot have. But 
deep within we know that had attained that object of our desire, we would probably 
have found that it fell short of our expectations. 

We must not allow ourselves to wallow in what might have been, nor allow such 
sentiments to prevent us from endeavouring to go in a new and different direction. 

The best remedy for any sort of disappointment is to take hold of our gifts, talents 
and resources and seek to accomplish that which we feel we can do best. We must 
pour our energy into entering the door that lies open before us rather than 
wasting our time lamenting the door that is closed, barred and bolted to us.  

In our own lives and in our church life, many of our hopes and dreams have 
come to nought over recent months. But let us not surrender to disappointment. 
Let us  count our blessings, take stock of our gifts, abilities and the possibilities 
that lie before us. We may have to admit defeat in some areas but we can 
achieve much in others. So that rather than lamenting what might have been, 
let us celebrate what what we can achieve during these difficult days. 

Please keep sending your articles for our News Letter direct to me at 
chrisdamp@mac.com or by post to the church office for my attention. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

“For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more 
highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in 
accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you.”  Romans 12 v 3  
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Janet Barratt 

To our Bunyan family 

We wanted to let you know that our dear Mum, Janet Barratt, passed away on Tuesday 
29 September. She was at home where she wanted to be and had me, a very dear friend 
and the District Nurse by her bedside. It was very peaceful and a blessed release for 
Mum. She is now in the care of her beloved Saviour and re-united with my Dad. 

Alan and my brother, Nicholas and his family, join me in thanking you for your 
prayers, thoughts, cards, flowers and messages over the past 11 weeks. 

God bless 

Gilly Millbery 

This Week at Bunyan Meeting 

Monday 5th October  Ministry Meeting at 11.30am (via Zoom) 

Wednesday 7th October Museum Committee 5.00pm (via Zoom) 

Thursday 8th October  Church Contacts 11.00am (via Zoom)  

Sunday 11th October  Morning Worship 11.00am  
 conducted by the Rev. Peter Protheroe  

Church Contacts 

Our church contacts are due to meet on Thursday October 8th at 11.00am. This 
meeting will be held by Zoom and an agenda will be circulated shortly to all church 
contacts. Contacts who don’t have a computer will be able to telephone into the 
meeting so that nobody is excluded.  

Audrey Mehew writes: 

Thank you very much for sending the Church Service material and News Letters for the 
13th, 20th and 27th September.  I came back from my sunny week’s holiday with 
Simon on the Isle of Wight on 12th September and when coming onto the computer I 
must have pressed the mute  button without realising! Therefore when I came to sit 
and listen to the services there was silence! It was only when Simon came with my 
shopping this week and I said I could not get any sound for the church services he 
found out what I had done. The look he gave me said it all! I have watched and sang to 
the three services today. Loved the Harvest Samba for the children. Not having any 
grandchildren, I find listening and watching the children’s expressions delightful and 
also reading news from members of the congregation, especially Brian being locked in 
his car!    

Living in Oakley my son and daughter want me to stay put.  That is why I appreciate 
the Sunday Service material and to hear news of the congregation. I  also appreciated 
so much the link you sent me for my friend Cathie’s funeral. I logged on just in time to 
follow the service and I really felt I was there and it was such a comfort. 

Audrey 
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Sunday Worship at Mill Street  

We have now met twice for worship and so far, over fifty different members of our 
congregation have attended the services. The services are short, lasting about 35 
minutes, as we are encouraged to keep our time together in the church to a minimum. 
It is a legal requirement that we should wear face masks in the church  (unless you are 
in an exempt category) and we are told that we must leave doors open to allow as much 
ventilation as possible, so it will be feeling cold in church! (We need to seek further 
guidance on this, for as the winter draws in we will want some heat on and the doors 
pulled to.)  Please do remember to bring a face mask, and do wear warm clothes. It is 
essential that you maintain a distance of six feet or two metres from others in the 
church building. Please also remember your umbrella as you may have to wait outside 
the church until the stewards are ready to seat you. After the service please remain in 
your seat until a steward directs you to leave and please do leave the building promptly 
and do not stop to speak with others until you are outside. Once outside, please keep 
the path to the gate clear, remember to keep your distance from others and do not 
gather in groups of more than six.  

In order to open the building we have had to compile a risk assessment document and 
it is a legal requirement that we should adhere to this so that we can ensure that 
Sunday worship is as safe as it possibly can be for everyone.  

A Word of Thanks 

I am sure you, like me dear reader, are overjoyed to be able to attend Sunday worship 
once again, so I am writing on behalf of the members of our fellowship who are able to 
attend to say a very big thank you to all the folks who prepared the sanctuary, attended 
rehearsals and made the arrangements to cope with the Coronavirus. In particular I am 
very conscious of all the hard work carried out by Sue Stewart in our Office and our 
Caretaker Jo Stapleton. May God bless you all. 

Ken Wells 

We must also thank Michael Thomas for his huge contribution towards the 
preparation of  our church risk assessment and for all his work in planning and 
preparing for the commencement of face to face worship. We appreciate all that you do 
Michael.  

The BMS Birthday Scheme 

If you wish to support the BMS through their Birthday Scheme, please contact 
Margaret Ormerod. It’s a great way to celebrate a birthday. Thank you for your 
support.  

This weekend, Janice Griffiths celebrates her birthday and Margaret Ormerod 
celebrates her birthday this coming week. 

Members of the Scheme can make donations online at bmsworldmission.org 
quoting our church reference number which  is 7. Or you can send your donation to 
Margaret Ormerod at 32, Wheathouse Close, Bedford. MK41 8JX. Or if you are 
addending our services in church, you may hand it to me there. 

Many thanks Margaret 

http://bmsworldmission.org
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A Silver Owl Award for John Bunyan Museum Volunteer 

Sponsored by SHARE Museums East, Silver Owl Awards are for those 
who have volunteered for their museum for at least 25 years. 

John Bunyan Museum was delighted to nominate Jean Goldsmith for 
this award. Jean has been volunteering for the museum for nearly 30 
years! 

Her citation read: “Jean will always assist in any way she can. When 
events are held she will always support them and is the first to clear away 

and do the washing up! Jean never has to be asked. She attends 
our pre and end of season briefing sessions and other training 
events. Jean is always keen and willing to share her knowledge 
and experience with new and younger volunteers and is very 
good with the general public.” 

Jean and her late husband Arthur, used to work together in our 
“old” museum. Jean supported us through the development of 
building our “new” museum and was one of the first to 
volunteer when we re-opened in 1998. 

At 89 Jean is one of our older volunteers, but nevertheless she is regular, reliable and 
always cheerful. She does her regular stint once a fortnight on a Saturday. 

It was a privilege and a pleasure recently, for Nicola Sherhod, Curator John Bunyan 
Museum & Library, to present Jean with her certificate and Silver Owl badge. 

Nicola said “Jean is part of an excellent, hard-working team of volunteers at our 
museum and really deserves this ‘long service medal’ for her dedication. Her service is 
invaluable. Long may she continue.” 

Jean is keen to continue and has missed her duties during the pandemic. She said “I 
am so disappointed that the museum will not be able to re-open for the foreseeable 
future. I really enjoy and value my time as a volunteer at the John Bunyan Museum.”  

Congratulations Jean and thank you. 

If you are interested in volunteering when our museum re-opens (we hope) in February 
2021 then contact the Curator curator@bunyanmeeting.co.uk . More details are 
available on the website: www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/museum  

Cherry Protheroe                                                                                            
Chairperson John Bunyan Museum & Library. 

3 Museums Project 

Below is the detail from the NLHF grant application made by Full House Theatre 
Company. 

Those of you who took part in the fun and exciting dress rehearsal for “Pulpits and 
Prison Doors” last March will remember working with Harriet and Ben. 

Project objectives 

The overarching projected outcomes for the project, as set out in our application to 
National Lottery Heritage Fund, are: 

• A wider range of people will be involved in heritage. 
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• Heritage will be identified and better explained. 

• People will have learnt about heritage, leading to change in ideas and actions. 

• The local area will be a better place to live, work or visit 

We will engage with local schools and families in the community to achieve these aims. 

Objectives: John Bunyan Museum 

In its situation adjacent to the Panacea and Higgins Museums, we want to 
link John Bunyan Museum with its close neighbours, promoting and 
enhancing Bedford’s cultural quarter. The venues are intrinsically linked 
through the unique history of Bedford which they house.  John Bunyan’s 
church was first set up in the 17th Century and eventually moved to the 
current site in 1849. The building has strong links to John Bunyan and his 
book The Pilgrim’s Progress. John Bunyan is a key figure in Bedford’s history, 
including religion and prison reform. The museum holds artefacts from 
Bunyan’s life and related to his many literary works. 

The John Bunyan Museum is currently closed as a result of Covid-19 restrictions, and 
as a result have been exploring opportunities to extend their digital offer. This project 
will also be the first opportunity to engage local schools to invite them back into the 
museum.  As part of this project, our objectives will be: 

• To engage with John Bunyan Museum’s existing networks for R&D in Phase 1. 

• To engage with primary schools and families with the delivery of content in Phase 2, 
to re-establish the confidence of local schools to make visits back to the museum. 

• To continue to engage children, schools and families as a legacy of the project, 
through the digital content created. 

Focus group  

Get involved! 

John Bunyan Museum is working with local theatre company Full House 
Theatre on the creation of an interactive visitor experience which will 
link The Higgins, The Panacea Museum and the John Bunyan Museum.  

As part of the project they would like to talk to groups of people to help 
inform what the project might become. This is an exciting opportunity 
for anyone with an interest John Bunyan Museum, heritage in Bedford, 
religious history, social history, drama or community engagement.  

You would be required to take part in a focus group, led by Full House 
Theatre Creative Directors Ben Miles and Harriet Hardie. This will be an 
informal chat and you will not need to prepare anything in advance. 
There will be two types of focus group available: small in person chats 
conducted with strict adherence of social distancing measures or online 
via Zoom.                                                                                        

The focus groups would take place between 3rd and 20th November. 

You would then be invited to be one of the first to take part in the final 
created experience next summer at the premiere of Bedford’s Three Museums 

project! 

So, if you would like to volunteer for this interesting and exciting project please let 

CHURCH
BUNYAN MEETING

JOHN BUNYANMUSEUM

ASEMENTB@ BUNYAN
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me or Nicola know asap including dates you would not be available between 3rd – 20th 
November (except weekends). Thank you. 

Cherry Protheroe    
curator@bunyanmeeting.co.uk  /  01234 270303    
caprotheroe@btinternet.com  /  01234 378806       

BELIEF 

BELIEF are very excited to announce that they will be running their next event on 
Zoom.  They write: 

We are welcoming Simon Perfect from Theos to talk to Belief on Saturday 31st 
October 2020. His talk is entitled : 

"Religion and Belief in the UK Today - The Landscape Today and in the Future" 

The timetable for the event will be:  

• 10.00am Introducing the speaker - Stephen Heap; 

• 10.05-10.50am Main Lecture - Simon Perfect; 

• 10.50-11.20am Q & A - Simon Perfect; 

• 11.20am Finish - Stephen Heap. 

Here is some information about Simon. 

Simon Perfect is a Researcher at Theos, the religion and society thinktank, and an 
Associate Tutor at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), where he leads 
courses exploring Muslim communities in Britain and other minority settings. He is 
the author of Theos reports exploring faith and belief student societies in universities, 
and church responses to economic inequality in the UK. He is also the co-author of a 
forthcoming book on freedom of speech in universities, with a particular focus on 
issues affecting Muslim students. 

As this event will be held on Zoom, you will need to book and pay (£10 per person) for 
your place in advance on Eventbrite using the link below 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/belief-religion-and-belief-in-the-uk-today-
tickets-122868114839                

Christmas! 

They tell us that due to the pandemic Christmas may be cancelled. Well it won’t be 
cancelled. We may not sing carols in Church on Christmas Eve, the children may not 
perform the nativity and we will miss the Sally Ann outside Bedford library, but people 
of faith will celebrate Christmas.  

Teachers will still get the message of Christmas over, and places of faith will use all 
appropriate tools to speak to their congregations. We will play the Christmas CD with 
Elvis again having a blue Christmas, we’ll receive greeting cards with Angels and 
religious themes and we may even watch Noel’s house party; if we run out of ideas. 

It’s likely the large family gatherings will be curtailed but with modern technology 
grandparents will at least be able to see the smiling faces on Christmas morning thanks 
to What’s App and Zoom. With smaller groups we may not eat or drink so much and 
feel better for it. Come the new year, more of us will be in bed by midnight but it 
mustn’t stop us believing that things will get better.  

mailto:curator@bunyanmeeting.co.uk
mailto:caprotheroe@btinternet.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/belief-religion-and-belief-in-the-uk-today-tickets-122868114839
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/belief-religion-and-belief-in-the-uk-today-tickets-122868114839
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Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

Telephone 01234 213722
email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

I remember a scene from Coronation Street some years ago when a character had lost 
their partner. Stalwart Ken Barlow pressed a piece of paper in her hand, it said, ‘This 
time will pass.’ And it will.  There may be some collateral damage like our children’s 
education and higher unemployment but we can and will fight back. It was done after 
the war and we can do it again, so celebrate your Christmas and all it stands for, then 
let’s all look forward to a better 2021.    

Keep safe, 

Ken Thomas 

Ruth Blake writes: 

Well the last few weeks have been busy with sorting out things especially my craft 
stuff.  And stuff in the garden.  Still doing the history group with Autism Bedfordshire 
on Tuesday recently we have done Dan Albone, Luton Peace Day Riots, John Howard, 
just to name a few. 

Still doing my Cross Stitch, sorry no pictures this time. The pile of finished items has 
got bigger but my stuff to use doesn't seem to by going down very much.  A couple of 
weeks ago it took me over an hour to replace a plug on a fan (I thought I might give 
some of the members of Church a giggle) because my Grandfather couldn't do it, as he 
has Carpal Tunnel which last Monday (21st) he had the operation for it which we hope 
has worked.  And now has a new date for his pre-op so just maybe he will get his hip 
done before the end of the year - here's hoping. 

Ruth 

The great rewards of life are given to those who travel the un-demanded second mile. 

Submitted by Ken Wells 

Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

For Your Prayers 

Please remember Ruth Blake, Jean Bodger, Wendy Carter, Gilly and Alan 
Millbery and all of Janet Barratt’s family. 

mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

