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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/18
SUNDAY 16 AUGUST 2020

Dear friends 

A meeting of local faith leaders was organised by Bedford Council this last week, when 
the Mayor, and representatives from the Health Service shared their concerns about 
the Coronavirus infection rates in Bedford. The infection rates are stubbornly high and 
recently have been increasing, so much so, that the government has classed Bedford as 
an area of special concern. One NHS representative said at the meeting: “It is tempting 
to do events, to get back to normal, but this is not normal and if we want to avoid 
lockdown locally, please hang on and wait; put things off.”  

The Deacons also met this past week and one of the major items on the agenda was the 
opening up our buildings for worship. There were already some concerns about the 
wisdom of opening but with the current infection rates in Bedford, the Deacons 
unanimously decided that the church will have to remain closed for worship in the 
immediate future and this decision will be reviewed at the next Deacons’ meeting on 
September 16th. It was also agreed that apart from worship, our buildings will remain 
closed until at least February next year, so our usual activities will be suspended until 
that time when the situation will be reviewed.   

This of course is hugely disappointing news for those who would gladly attend a service 
at Mill Street, but we need to be cautious. Even so, our preparations for opening are 
well in hand and as soon as we can safely open, everything will be ready.  

We were sorry to hear of the death of Cathie Corfield last Monday. Cathie came to 
Bunyan about five years ago and was a regular worshipper at both morning and 
evening services. We give thanks for Cathie’s life and Christian witness, and we hold 
her family in our prayers. 

Please keep sending your articles for our News Letter direct to me at 
chrisdamp@mac.com or by post to the church office for my attention. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and 
God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to 
comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are 
comforted by God.” 2 Corinthians 1 v 3 - 4 

Audrey Mehew writes: 

Thank you once again for the wonderful service you have provided for us today. It was 
so uplifting,  particularly singing away to “Guide me Oh thy great Jehovah” but I must 
admit the Welsh caught me out! Lovely view of the River Bridge. Our thanks to 
members of the congregation who take part each week. Seeing familiar faces means so 
much to us.   
Audrey 

Bunyan Meeting Mill Street Bedford MK40 3EU 
email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com  website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

WORSHIP

OUR BUILDINGS MAY 
REMAIN CLOSED BUT THE 

CHURCH LIVES ON! 
JOIN US FOR …

… EACH WEEK ON: 
www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

Where full details of all our other activities … and 
information about the John Bunyan Museum and 

The Basement at Bunyan … can be found.
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Sunday 16 August 2020 
SUNDAY WORSHIP AT BUNYAN MEETING BEDFORD

This third Sunday in the month service is for all our Bunyan Meeting community … 
nine of whom appear among the masked faces above. Can you identify them?

Some sections reflect the style of our ‘Christ, Coffee & Croissants’ worship, while 
other parts offer the more traditional ‘Morning & Evening Worship’ content. 

Everyone is invited to engage with any & every element of the service as they wish.

Morning  
& Evening 
Worship

 

Christ
CO F F E E
croissants⁺SUNDAY WORSHIP  

9.30AM. BUNYAN MEETING

Christ
CO F F E E
croissants⁺SUNDAY WORSHIP  

9.30AM. BUNYAN MEETING

In the style of our 
All Age Worship

Morning  
& Evening 
Worship

 

Christ
CO F F E E
croissants⁺SUNDAY WORSHIP  

9.30AM. BUNYAN MEETING

Christ
CO F F E E
croissants⁺SUNDAY WORSHIP  

9.30AM. BUNYAN MEETING

Familiar Worship 
style and content

No symbol indicates 
accessibility for all

This Sunday’s 
Service Sheet
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V-J Day 

15th August 1945, Victory over Japan Day (V-J Day), marked the end of six long 
years of war.  In the summer of 1946, there was a reunion of Bunyan men and women 
who had served in the armed forces.  In July 1948, the Church’s War Memorial was 
unveiled by the Rev’d David Prothero (Assistant Minister 1925-1936), the name of his 
own son can be found on this memorial. Mr Prothero later became the Minister of 
Roxton Congregational Church (1936-1947) where there is a stained glass window to 
his son’s memory, Surgeon Lt. D.A. Prothero R.N. 

Those named on the Memorial are from Bunyan Meeting and its branch churches:  
Durston K. G. 
Gooch M. J. C 
Harlow V. 
Karmy J. 
Lain C. S. 
Owen R. J. 
Prothero D. A. 
Smith E. V. 
Trotter A. M. 
Wells P. 
Wiles E. C.  

The Minister of Bunyan Meeting during the war years was the Rev’d Leonard Towers 
1938 – 1947. These difficult years must have placed a heavy burden upon him. 

Blow out ye Bugles over the rich dead! 
There’s none of these so lonely and poor of old. 
But, dying has made us rarer gifts than gold. 
These laid the world away, poured out the red 
Sweet wine of youth, gave up the years to be 
Of work and joy, and that unhoped serene, 
That men call age, and those that would have been 
Their sons, they gave their immortality. 
Rupert Brooke 
(Died on Active Service 1915) 

Steve Sleight writes: 

An exclusive free online concert is available this weekend to commemorate the 
75th Anniversary of VJ Day. Organised by Marston Vale Community Rail 
Partnership, vintage harmony group The Femmes have recorded a special 
performance with special guests to look forward to happier times ahead, and 
remember the day World War Two officially ended.  

Oozing with Golden Age Hollywood Glamour, this trio of starlets whisk the 
glory of the 1940s to today. With more fizz than a glass of champagne, these 
gals will ensure you jump and jive the night away!  

The performance is available to view from lunchtime on Thursday 13th 
August until midnight on Monday 18th August at: 
https://tinyurl.com/FemmesVJ75concert  

To view the trailer, go to: https://tinyurl.com/FemmesVJ75trailer  

The straight-talking train company

The Kohima Epitaph 
When you go home 
Tell them of us and say, 
For your tomorrow 
We gave our today.

British servicemen fighting 
in Burma during WWII 

The straight-talking train company

https://tinyurl.com/FemmesVJ75concert
https://tinyurl.com/FemmesVJ75trailer
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The BMS Birthday Scheme 

If you wish to support the BMS through their Birthday Scheme, please contact 
Margaret Ormerod. It’s a great way to celebrate a birthday. Thank you for your 
support.  

This week Cath Gipson celebrates her birthday.  

Members of the Scheme can make donations online at bmsworldmission.org 
quoting our church reference number which  is 7. Or you can send your donation to 
Margaret Ormerod at 32, Wheathouse Close, Bedford. MK41 8JX. Or simply wait until 
we are back at church and hand it to me there. 

Many thanks Margaret 

Lockdown 

We have been well looked after by our two daughters, Carol and Elaine. Carol comes 
every Monday morning and keeps the garden tidy and weed free, has coffee and does 
any odd jobs we cannot manage. She takes the weekly shopping list and on Wednesday 
morning she goes to Sainsbury and delivers to us at 8.30am!  

Emma, our eldest granddaughter who is working from home at the moment enjoys 
baking, she has a session at the weekend and a sample comes via Carol on the Monday. 
The latest offering was a piece of five tier rainbow sponge cake - fantastic! 

Elaine, the youngest of our three and her husband live in Rugby but they ring twice a 
week and visit fortnightly when they bring us some goodies from M & S.  

Iain and I are thankful to the dedicated team that produce the News Letter and a copy 
of the Sunday Services. The ‘posties’ have never let us down. 

Good wishes to all.  

Cathie and Iain Stewart 

Patsy Ingray writes: 

I thoroughly enjoyed the gathering in the manse garden last week. It was lovely to see 
everyone again and the prayer meant so much to me. And it was such a treat to have 
proper tea! 

Patsy 
See some photos of the ‘Gathering in the Manse Garden’ on page 4 

Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

For Your Prayers 

Please remember Ruth Blake; Wendy Carter; Janet Barratt; Raj Sandhu and 
family, and especially Raj’s father; and the family of Cathie Corfield.  

http://bmsworldmission.org
http://bmsworldmission.org
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The ‘Gathering in 
the Manse Garden’ 
last week.
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