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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/44
SUNDAY 28 FEBRUARY 2021

Dear Friends 

Many years ago, a Minister travelled abroad and called upon a young man who had just 
started his career with the diplomatic service to deliver some papers of introduction. 
The Minister said of the young man “I was charmed with him. He was unaffectedly 
simple and sincere, so boyish, eager and enthusiastic, so ready to speak of his hopes 
and ideals that I fell at once under his spell.” 

This young man’s character was written upon his face, and the beauty of his inner 
life, his soul, was displayed in his features.  

Ten or eleven years later, the Minister saw this young man once again and this 
second encounter shocked him. Of course, our faces change over the years, but the 
Minister noted that “a decade of life history had been written” on his face.  

This young man’s face was “craftier, colder, harder, less expressive of generous and 
noble thoughts.”  

Here was a face that told a story, and not a good story at that. The hope and promise 
of youth was unfulfilled. Meeting and mixing with others who lived life at a lower 
level had gradually changed that once gifted and enthusiastic young man. The harsh 

realities of life had slowly etched their worries upon his once carefree countenance. 

As it was with this particular young man, so it is for all of us. The thoughts that keep us 
company, the people with whom we habitually mix, gradually leave their indelible 
mark upon the inner life of the soul as surely as they change our outward features. 
Every line upon our face can tell a tale.  

We can often read the faces of those around us. We see one face that tells of hardship 
and worry, another speaks of serenity and peace, and yet another reflects times of 
anxiety and despair. Each face can tell a tale. But we must remember that this process 
continues even in our own faces. 

Any face can be pleasing and attractive if it reflects a warm, benevolent nature, and 
equally another face can repel when it contains a hardness that tells of greed, 
unkindness and anger.  

Somebody once wrote: “The recording angel’s book is the soul itself and the face is the 
index.” 

Please keep sending your articles for our News Letter direct to me 
at chrisdamp@mac.com or by post to the church office for his attention. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

“The Lord make His face shine on you, 
And be gracious to you; 
The Lord lift up His countenance on you, 
And give you peace.’ Numbers 6 v 25 - 26 

mailto:chrisdamp@mac.com
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Sunday Worship 

Due to the current lockdown and the high level of Covid infections locally, Bunyan 
Meeting will now be closed for face to face worship until further notice. Our services 
will continue to be distributed by email and delivered to those without access to the 
internet. 

Town Centre Churches Lent Course 

The first in this year’s series of Town Centre Churches’ Lent Services was held via Zoom 
last Wednesday. The service was led jointly by Bunyan Meeting and the Methodists. 

Numbers were very small and there were only two present from Bunyan 
Meeting. Please do try to support the Lent Services in coming weeks. They are 
held as usual each Wednesday during Lent starting at 12.30pm.  

Zoom details 
ID: 851 0501 4603; Passcode: 942352 

Minister’s Holiday 

Our Minister will be on holiday from the 1st to the 14th March. In the case of any 
urgent pastoral needs please contact our church secretary, Sue Gauley.  

Iain Stewart 

We were sorry to hear that Iain Stewart died last Sunday. We remember Cathy and her 
family at this time and keep them in our prayers. Iain and Cathy came to Bunyan 
following the closure of St. Luke’s Church. Iain served for some years as a Deacon and 
was Treasurer of our museum.  

Bedford Foodbank 

Many thanks for your continued support of Bedford Foodbank. We continue to feed 
over 800 people per month which we could not do without your support. 

Here is an updated list of items we are requiring at the moment. 

• Tinned Carrots 
• Coffee 100g jars 
• Long Life Sponge Puddings 
• Pot Noodles 
• Instant Porridge Pots 
• Jam 

Donations cannot currently be left at church due to the lockdown but can be left in 
collection boxes in local supermarkets or can be taken to:  

Bedford Foodbank 
71 Murdock Road 
Manton Industrial Estate 
Bedford. 
MK41 7PL 

Office 01234 268569 
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Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

Telephone 01234 213722
email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

For Your Prayers  

Please remember: Chris Wootton’s sister Judy and all her family;  
Enid and Lilford Tatham; Iain and Cathy Stewart.

Town Centre  

Churches in Bedford  
 

 

Five services in Lent reflecting on coping with the Covid crisis. 

Wednesdays 24 February to 24 March  2021 

Join us on Zoom 

12.30pm-1.00pm  

ID: 851 0501 4603 

Passcode: 942352 

Coping with Crisis -  
The Church’s Response to Covid  

24 Feb Taking the Long View (Methodist Church and Bunyan Meeting) 
3 Mar Finding Hope (St Joseph’s) 
10 Mar The Power of Patience in the Face of Difficulties (St Cuthbert’s) 
17 Mar  A Common Enemy (St Paul’s) 
24 Mar The Living Christ in Times of Fear (Miracle Church) 

Online and Zoom during Lent 

‘Bunyan Hidden Highlights’ 
www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk 

‘Coping with Crises - 
The Church’s Response to Covid’ 
Wednesdays: 24 February to 24 March 
Join on Zoom: 12.30-1.00pm 
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• Microwave Rice (250g) 
• Razors 
• Shaving Foam 
• Liquid Hand Soap 
• Bars of Soap 
• Deodorant (male/female/universal)
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Pawnbrokers 

A couple of years ago I was walking past a money lending shop in Bedford, as a young 
man, probably in his 30s, walked past holding the hand of his young son (10 year old, I 
suppose). In his free hand I saw a British Gas utility bill. My immediate reaction was, 
“What if that was my son holding my grandson’s hand”. I was quite shocked as that was 
something I had never had to do. 

I knew of money lenders and pawnbrokers of course but they never registered in my 
day-to-day life. I didn’t judge as I wasn’t that naïve but last week I walked past the 
same shop, they have now renamed it ‘A Pawnbroker.’ There were five people socially 
distancing waiting to go in. 

I spoke to a friend about this - who is quite comfortably off, and she told me how she 
went to a pawnbroker once. Her first husband was an alcoholic and abusive. She had a 
young child and, unable to take any more, left the family home with the child. Because 
she left the family home he refused to give her any money so she ended up pawning a 
prized piece of jewellery she had been given by her parents. It was ‘needs must’. 

Because of this pandemic I am told to stay at home, isolate and avoid contact with 
anyone I don’t need to meet. Despite the Covid figures being horrific, the news is 
repetitive and has made many of us try to avoid the news on TV and radio, and all 
my volunteering has been stopped. Are we becoming immune to what’s going on 
in the world, and with ‘fake news’ who do we believe? When I place a few tins in 
the Food Bank box, do I feel good? No, not really, it feels uncomfortable that 
someone in 21st century Britain has to rely on my charity. Rather than give 
money I have always, even before retirement, done voluntary work but I am 
taking comfort from Captain Sir Tom who said, “The sun will shine and the 
clouds will go.” 

Keep safe, Ken Thomas 

It’s a Boy! 

Yes okay, I know we already knew that, but I am thrilled to be able to report that at 
1.30am on Sunday 21st February, Nicola gave birth to an 8lb 10oz baby boy! I had a 
message on Sunday evening from her with a picture of a gorgeous, peaceful baby 
sleeping in his cot. Dylan Arthur Sherhod Demery, Nicola and Richard all doing 
well. This must be the best news throughout the pandemic! And hopefully now, it won’t 
be too long before the proud grandparents will be able to visit. 

I have passed on congratulations and love to Nicola from everyone at John Bunyan 
Museum and Bunyan Meeting. 

Cherry Protheroe 

The Church Website 

We've added some links on this page to resources you might find useful during Lent: 

https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/copy-of-this-month-s-services 

From The Baptist Union 
A selection of different resources to help us reflect during Lent. They include an 
online Lent group we can join which discusses 7 weekly studies; some short videos and 
a study on the book of Ruth. 

https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/copy-of-this-month-s-services
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From The Congregational Federation 
'A Secluded Place' is a journey through Lent presented as a series of reflections from 
Lent to Pentecost. Each day has a theme which looks at the Bible, mindfulness, art, the 
world we live in, a topical piece, prayer and hymns. 

From The United Reformed Church 
'Walking towards Easter Together' is a Lent resource to reduce isolation and offer 
hope in these challenging times. We are invited to join a journey through Lent, with 
opportunities to build connections with Jesus, others and our local church. 

Here is a reminder of the web resources added last week: 

Worship 
https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/copy-of-this-month-s-services 

Prayers for Captain Sir Tom Moore, his family and all those we have lost to Covid. A 
link to the prayers from a special service held at St Mary's Church, Marston Morteyne 
held on Sunday 7 February. 

Town Centre Churches in Bedford, Lent Services, 'Coping with Crisis - The 
Church's Response to Covid'. These services will be on Zoom on Wednesdays 24 
February to 24 March, 12.30 pm - 1:00 pm.  
Zoom details ID: 851 0501 4603; Passcode: 942352  

News and activities 
https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/copy-of-forthcoming-events 

The Big Church Read, Lent. This started on Wednesday 17 February and takes the 
form of weekly videos and discussion questions about the book 'Living His Story' by 
Hannah Steele. 

Captain Sir Tom Moore, Book of Condolence. A virtual book of condolence has 
been set up and is specifically for Bedfordshire residents to leave a message and pay 
their respects. 

Message from Lord Lieutenant of Bedfordshire: HM Lord-Lieutenant of 
Bedfordshire, Helen Nellis has recorded her latest message which reflects on the last 
month, where people have “dug deep to do the right thing”. 

Daily Hope Free Phone Line update - we've had a link to information about this 
on the website since its launch. It's been updated recently to include some reflections to 
help people sleep. See article in Newsletter no 42. 

Bunyan Hidden Highlights - a second series of short talks. One video will be 
released each Monday starting on Monday 22 February, for 5 weeks, 

Thank you for your ideas for new web resources; they are always very welcome! We'd 
also love to receive any feedback you have about these web pages. 

Ann Davies, Ian Rowlands, Lydia Saul, David Walker, Janet Wootton 

Before borrowing money from a friend decide which you need most. 
A wise man knows everything; a shrewd one, everybody. 
Many folks who complain about playing second fiddle ought to be thankful they are in 
the orchestra at all. 
Submitted by Ken Wells 

https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/copy-of-this-month-s-services
https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/copy-of-forthcoming-events
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Andrew Duthie writes: 

The beautiful images shown last Sunday during the lovely anthem " O God, You  search 
me and you know me" are on the shores of Lake Tekapo in the South Island of New 
Zealand, which Joy and I were fortunate enough to visit in 2011.  The little stone-built  
building is the Church Of the Good Shepherd, built in 1935 in a Scottish style as a 
memorial to the pioneers of the Mackenzie region, and the foundation stone was laid 
by the Duke of Gloucester. It has hosted thousands of weddings and is visited by many 
people on their way down to the activity capital of Queenstown.  

One picture that was not shown is the view from the picture window behind the altar - 
really magical. 

Andrew 

Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

For Your Prayers  

Please remember: Enid and Lilford Tatham; the family of Chris Wootton’s 
sister, Judy, who has died. Cathy Stewart and her family following Iain’s death. 
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