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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/22
SUNDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2020

Dear friends 

Next Sunday will be our Harvest Festival and we will be thinking of the Parable of the 
Wheat and the Tares. We will focus upon some of those things that we have lost over 
recent months and the harvest of new things that we have gained.  

We may hold a Harvest Service at Mill Street, and 
we have talked about the possibility of meeting in 
the Church garden for our Christ, Coffee and 
Croissants service that day. But any decisions 
about services will be made by the Deacons at their 
meeting this coming Wednesday. If there is to be a 
face to face service on the 20th September, this 
will be communicated by email late next 
Wednesday afternoon and a note will be placed on 
the Church website. If you do not have access to 
the internet, please ring the Church office for more 
information about any forthcoming services.   

If we meet for worship at the Church, our services 
will still be distributed as usual via email and on 
paper to those who don’t use the internet. 
Guidelines for worshippers attending services at 
Mill Street are included later in this News Letter.  

It is very difficult to make decisions as to what we should do regarding face to face 
worship.  We live in very uncertain days and we hear that virus infections are rising 
sharply and social gatherings of more than six people are now not to be allowed. Events 
are moving swiftly and we live with a great deal of uncertainty.  

Yet in the midst of an uncertain life, we know that we dwell in the presence of an 
unchanging God. He has promised never to leave or forsake us. Let us find hope and 
encouragement in this promise that we are not alone, but are held safe in the hands of 
our Creator and Sustainer. 

Please keep sending your articles for our News Letter direct to me at 
chrisdamp@mac.com or by post to the Church office marked for my attention. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord 
your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.” 

Deuteronomy  31 v 6 

The Parable of the 
Wheat and the Tares.

mailto:chrisdamp@mac.com
mailto:chrisdamp@mac.com


News Letter Page !2

Rehearsal for Opening the Church  

There will be a rehearsal for opening the Church on Tuesday 15th September at 11am.  

If any of you are able to come along that would be much appreciated. Please let the 
Church office know if you are able to attend. If you have volunteered to be a Steward, 
there will be a run through of your duties before the main rehearsal at 10.15am the 
same morning. This rehearsal will ensure that the Stewards are sure of their duties and 
it will also give members of the congregation a sense of what attending church on a 
Sunday will entail. 

Audrey Mehew writes: 

Thank you for sending the service material for this Sunday and 
the News Letter which was very interesting.  Simon is taking me 
to the Isle of Wight on Saturday for a week’s holiday, staying in 
the countryside in a house we went to last year at Seaview - only 
twenty minutes’ walk from the house down a lane to the sea 
front. It’s quite isolated so we can keep our distance safely.  Last 
year we ventured down to find that the tide was in!  I shall look 
forward to following the Church service on my return. 

Audrey 

Bedford Foodbank 

The Bedford Foodbank team would like to say a massive thank you to everyone in the 
community who has continued to support us so faithfully throughout the Covid-19 
crisis. Food collection bins at all supermarkets have continued to be full when we call 
to collect, and we have received additional food and financial donations from the 
supermarkets, churches, various community funds, and a huge number of local 
individuals and businesses. Thanks to your support we are able to continue giving 
three-day emergency food parcels and washing/cleaning bags to those in need. 

We are currently short of: 

Cup-a-Soup  Tinned rice pudding  Coffee   

Rice (small)  Toothbrushes   Toothpaste 

Hand soap  Anti-bac spray cleaners Washing-up liquid 

Shower gel  Laundry wash tablets  Deodorant 

Cleaning cloths 

If you are unable to donate food at this time, and would prefer to donate money please  
go to https://bedford.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/.  

Many thanks for your support.  

https://bedford.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/
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An Update from the Museum 

Plans for re-opening 

During the summer we prepared for a potential re-opening of the Museum part-time 
from mid-September. Plans included pre-booked slots and one-way systems to control 
numbers and to give plenty of time for volunteers to do the necessary cleaning. We had 
planned to extend the season to at least the end of November, which as well as giving 
us many opportunities for supporting Mission and community wellbeing, would 
generate necessary income. The now familiar face masks, sanitiser and distancing 
would be required for all, and masks and face shields would be supplied for all 
volunteers, plus a Perspex screen fitted across the Museum desk: all this being paid for 
from our National Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF) Emergency Grant discussed below.  

Future plans 

The decision to suspend Church activities (including the Museum) until February half-
term, has put these plans on hold, and so we will be focusing on other ways to keep the 
Museum running and relevant. We will be investigating and developing new ways to 
reach out to the community and to raise some much-needed funds to help support the 
Museum over the additional six months of closure. In a normal year the Museum 
would generate approximately £15k of revenue, and after costs this nets about £5k for 
the continued running of the Museum. This year with the usual expenditure made in 
the early part of the year, but with no income from mid-March we currently have a 
deficit of £2,675. We were successful in our NLHF Emergency Grant bid (which does 
not cover any loss of income) and we will be able to reallocate some of the money to 
fund the new developments. Current ideas include films of the Museum, Zoom tours 
and talks for groups, and creating educational films for schools. These will have longer-
term use beyond the pandemic and could improve our offer and visibility to our more 
remote visitors. If you would be interested in helping with any of this, or have come 
across a good example of another organisation doing similar, then please let me know.  

To help with longer-term finances, I was fully furloughed in June and 70% in July (1.5 
days). As of August, I have been working 2.5 days a week 

Fundraising  

As many of you may be doing online shopping – please consider signing up to the 
Museum’s Easy Fundraising account, as every little donation helps. Currently we have 
13 supporters and have raised nearly £50. The process is simple – you sign up, take the 
Museum as a ‘cause’ and follow the links when you shop online at any of over 4,300 
shops and organisations, each retailer will donate a percentage of the value of your 
purchase.  If you sign up using the link below then the Museum will receive an extra £5 
for the first £5 you raise!  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/johnbunyanmuseum/ 

Alternatively, if you would like to donate directly to the Museum please contact me for 
bank details (curator@bunyanmeeting.co.uk) or send a cheque payable to “Trustees of 
Bunyan Meeting Museum Account”. All donations will be greatly appreciated. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/johnbunyanmuseum/
mailto:curator@bunyanmeeting.co.uk
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Social media 

A reminder: with the Museum closed social media is one of the few ways we have been 
able to stay in touch with our audience. If you or your family are on social media, 
please follow, like, and share – as all the support helps.  

Twitter: @JBunyanMuseum 

Facebook:  @JohnBunyanMuseum 

Instagram: @johnbunyanmuseum 

Nicola Sherhod, Curator 

The Basement @ Bunyan 

Because of the current situation, the exhibitions in our gallery space which were due to 
take place in the autumn, have been cancelled by the organisers. The Basement, like 
the Museum, will not be reopening until next February. During the next few months we 
plan to hold some of our exhibitions  and Wednesday Workshops online.  

There was due to be an exhibition of Nonconformist Portraits held in our gallery this 
month. The paintings in this exhibition are stored at Bunyan, but are a part of the 
Congregational Library collection.  

The Congregational Library was 
established in the early years of the 
nineteenth century and first housed in a 
building in Bloomfield Street, Finsbury. 
Eventually the Library found a home in 
the Congregational Memorial Hall 
(opposite) in Farringdon Street in the 
City of London where there was plenty of 
space to display the paintings. In more 
recent years the Library has been housed 
in a building next door to Dr Williams’s 
Library in Gordon Square. These two 
libraries comprise a rich source of 
material on religious dissent. 

An online exhibition of Nonconformist 
Portraits is being curated on the Art UK 
website by Ann Davies at: 

https://tinyurl.com/yy23rkwr 

Lord John Russell and Lord Holland

https://tinyurl.com/yy23rkwr
https://tinyurl.com/yy23rkwr
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Guidance for worshippers attending services at Bunyan Meeting 

Do not attend services if you have any symptoms of the virus.  Please follow 
Government guidance on self-isolation in the case of any symptoms, following a 
positive test or contact tracing, or upon returning from foreign travel. 

Please let the Church Office know in advance by phone or email that you wish to attend 
the next Sunday service by 1.00pm on the previous Thursday (phone 213722 or email 
bunyanmeeting@gmail.com).  There will be a strict limit of 35 people downstairs and 
40 upstairs, so book in good time to ensure you have a seat.  

Please follow the Government guidance on physical distancing (at present two metres 
or six feet), especially at the beginning and end of the service. A one-way system will be 
in operation at Church: please use this at all times.  Signs will be in place and Stewards 
will be there to guide you. Please bring a face covering with you. This must be worn 
inside the building. A list of persons attending worship will be kept (in line with GDPR 
data protection principles) for 21 days as requested by the public health tracing service. 

Please wait in an appropriately distanced queue outside the Church. The Minister will 
be outside the Church to welcome you and will tick your name off the list of attendees. 
There may be a short wait so please bring an umbrella with you if it looks like rain.  

Church doors will be opened from 10.30am. 

Please use the hand sanitiser as you enter the Church. A Steward will then direct you to 
your seat. Chairs must not be moved and personal belongings must be kept with you at 
all times. 

Toilets will be open and if you need to use them, please indicate to a Steward and await 
your turn if there is a queue. No hymn books, Bibles or service materials will be 
provided, so please bring your own Bible if desired.  Some of the service will be 
projected on to a screen.  The service will be approximately 35 minutes long.  

For those who cannot attend Bunyan Meeting in person, service material will still be 
emailed and printed out for those without the internet and services will eventually be 
live streamed. 

There will be no singing allowed in the Church but we will be able to listen to the organ.  

Once seated please do not leave your seat till the end of the service.  At the end of the 
service a Steward will indicate that you can leave your seat.  No eating and drinking in 
Church will be allowed and please take all rubbish home with you. 

If there is a fire, please follow the instructions of the Minister and Stewards. 

After the service leave the Church promptly and use hand sanitiser as you go out.   

If desired, please leave your offering in the white collection box at the entrance or exit 
of the Church. 

Please be especially mindful of physical distancing after the service and use the space:  
avoid “bunching”. 

If there is an illness please remain seated and follow the instructions of the Minister 
and First Aider. 
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Margaret Ormerod writes:  

BMS Harvest Appeal 

The Baptist Missionary Society Harvest Appeal this 
year is for work in Chad. A DVD about this appeal is 
available to borrow from Margaret Ormerod, or it 
can be viewed online at: 

https://www.bmsworldmission.org/appeal/
operation-chad/  

Details of how to donate can be found online or you 
can send a cheque to Margaret. 

Margaret 

A lot of fellows who spout so profusely about capital and labour never had any capital 
because they never did any labour. 

A lot of today's troubles arise from workers who don't think and thinkers who don’t 
work. 

Submitted by Ken Wells 

Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

For Your Prayers 

Please remember Ruth Blake; Jean Bodger; Wendy Carter; Janet Barrett; 

Raj Sandhu and family, especially Raj’s father. 

Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

Telephone 01234 213722
email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk
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