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Welcome to worship at Bunyan Meeting  

Bunyan Meeting is an Independent Church founded in 1650 and is 
affiliated to The Congregational Federation and The Baptist Union. 

Following the service tea and coffee will be served in the church foyer.  

Children are welcome to use the activities provided in the children’s 

corner and church foyer during morning worship. 

If this is your first visit to Bunyan Meeting please introduce yourself to one 

of our stewards. 

Our Worship today: 

Advent Sunday 

11.00am Morning Worship followed by the Welcome Reception 

Welcome Reception 

The Welcome Reception will be held at the close of this morning’s 
service.  This is an opportunity to greet and welcome new members of the 
congregation and is always a great time of fellowship for all involved. 
 

 6.30pm  Evening Worship  

 

You can also join us live at our services on our YouTube Channel 

Just go to: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXUjR5w2IAazr8gPBDYCyAA 

 

 

 

Please keep silence before our service when the Bible is brought into 

church and use this time for reflection and private prayer 

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXUjR5w2IAazr8gPBDYCyAA
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Our church flowers today 

are given for Advent  

 

 

 

 

Our services next Sunday:  

 9.30am  Christ, Coffee & Croissants All-Age worship 

11.00am Morning Worship with Communion conducted by our Minister 

 6.30pm Evening Worship conducted by our Minister 

The Offering on Sunday 21st November 

amounted to £858.20 

The Communion Offering  

for the three months October, November and December will be in support 
of: 

 

Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF)  

“We fund research to cure, treat and prevent type 1. We work with 

government, academia and industry to accelerate research in the UK 

and within healthcare policy to ensure that the outcomes of research 

are delivered to people with type 1 in the UK. And we give support and a voice to 

people with type 1 and their families.” 

http://www.jdrf.org/ 
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MORNING WORSHIP 11.00AM 

Hymns from Advent Book 

Opening voluntaries 

Welcome and notices 

Prayer and the Lord's Prayer 

Hymn No. 43 

Hills of the north, rejoice 

Introduction to Theme  

Hymn No. 7 

“Thy kingdom come!”  

1st reading:  

Jeremiah 33 v 14 – 16  (page 796) 

& 1 Thessalonians 3 v 9 – 13  (page 1187) 

Read by: Veronica Gerig 

Hymn No. 30 

Lift up your heads, you mighty gates 
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2nd reading: Luke 21 v 25 – 36  (page 1057) 

Read by: Jenny Gunton 

Anthem  

Sermon  

Hymn No. 4 

There’s a light upon the mountains  

Prayers of intercession 

 

Offering and dedication  

Hymn No. 9 

God is working his purpose out 

Blessing  

Closing Voluntary 
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EVENING WORSHIP 6.30PM 

Hymns from Rejoice and Sing 

Welcome and notices 

Call to worship  

Hymn No. 320 

The heavens declare 

Prayer and Lord’s Prayer  

First Reading 

Malachi 2 v 17 – Ch 3 v 5  (page 961) 

Hymn No. 128 

The Lord will come and not be slow 

Second Reading 

Luke 12 v 35 – 48  (page 1045)  

Prayers of Intercession 
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Hymn No. 140 

O Lord, how shall I meet you 

Sermon  

Silent prayer  

Offering and dedication  

Hymn No. 131 

The voice of God goes out 

Blessing 

Closing voluntary 

 

 

CCLI Licence No. 3740 
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For your prayers 

The special prayer for the first Sunday in Advent 

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the 
works of darkness, and put upon us the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, in which thy Son Jesus 
Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious Majesty, to judge 
both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen. 

Congregational Federation 

Wandsworth—Anchor—Please pray for unity between 
local churches in Wandsworth as they work together to 
share the gospel with local people. Please pray for the 
health of older members of the church. 

Wimbledon—We are grateful for the friendship we have 
maintained with our community during lockdown. We pray 
for all those who enter our building, particularly for those 
working on the refurbishment of our church rooms. 

We pray for wisdom in planning our activities as we come 
out of lockdown, hoping to encourage one another to 
follow Christ more nearly and to respond to those whom 
God puts in our path. 

The Baptist Union 

This week please pray for the Faith and Society Specialist 
Team as they work to communicate, resource, network 
and connect our Baptist family. 
www.baptist.org.uk/faithandsociety  
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We pray for members and friends of the church, 
remembering especially: 

Raj Sandhu and his mother; 

Janet Wootton’s mother, Paddy; 

Vera Anderson; 

Ruth Blake; 

Dorothy and Alan Nicholas; 

Edith Wells and her son; 

Brenda Cornish. 
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Bunyan Meeting News Letter 

Life is certainly returning to some sort of ‘normality’ as more of us have 

received our second, or even third, Covid vaccination, and the restrictions 

are gradually lifted. The Christmas adverts are appearing on the TV, and 

the first coloured lights and inflatable snowmen are arriving in 

neighbouring gardens. As we enter into the first week of December, 

festive excitement is difficult to resist after the challenging times that we 

have been through. However, there is a down-side to all this activity. Too 

much busy-ness can over-shadow the true meaning of Advent. 

It is important to try to hold onto the quality of expectation that is at the 

aching heart of our Advent season. The world outside makes great 

demands on us. The waves of consumerism hit us as soon as we leave 

the church door and it is hard to hold onto the simplicity of ‘waiting’ in 

Advent when all around us we are urged to buy more, to use Black Friday 

or Cyber Monday - the latest in a line of secular feast days! - to get the 

best present deals.  Which make it so important to reclaim Advent as a 

time of preparation for the joy of Christmas. The Prophet Isaiah writes: 

The desert and the parched land will be glad; 

    the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. 

Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom; 

    it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. 

The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, 

    the splendour of Carmel and Sharon; 

they will see the glory of the Lord, 

    the splendour of our God. (Isaiah 35: 1-2) 

The Advent message of Isaiah is one of waiting in expectation, of 

preparing ourselves, and of looking forward in confidence for the coming 

of our Lord. Waiting and readiness. 

David Walker 
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Rhion Jones attended the recent Climate Change Conference – COP26 at Glasgow 

COP26 – an eyewitness experience 

Three days in Glasgow in the second week of COP26 might not have 

been particularly arduous; some people were there for over two weeks. 

And some had been preparing for months … even years. 

No wonder the world’s media found it difficult to convey the sheer size of 

the event. Over 190 countries took part in the negotiations – that’s 22,274 

delegates and 14,124 observers. That is excluding all those who travelled 

to the Conference to express their views. There were thousands of them. 

Some were local, but many more had travelled from far flung places. As 

David and Janet mentioned in our Sunday morning’s service, many of 

these were young people, and many of those can’t wait to pick up the 

baton and pursue the goals of climate change mitigation more 

aggressively. 

They were of various religions and none. You don’t have to be a Christian 

to seek better stewardship of the world’s resources and climate. But it 

helps. Our faith requires us to love God and love our neighbour as 

ourselves. The plight of so many communities at threat from climate 

change should be on our conscience. There are people whose farming 

practices become impossible as droughts or floods become more 

frequent. Rising sea levels may make low-lying islands uninhabitable. 

Wild fires and deforestation can destroy habitats and add even further to 

carbon emissions. It will lead to mass migrations; refugees from damaged 

environments will flee their homes and further destabilise fragile countries 

and weak economies. They may be far away, but for those of our faith, 

they are our neighbours. 

There is neither justice nor fairness in the relationship between climate 

change causes and its consequences. Countries who industrialised 

earliest and those who now pollute most are different from those who 

already suffer or may soon face severe problems. This is why there can 
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only be one way forward – a multi-lateral one. Nations working together. 

Whatever their other differences, unless they act in concert, there is no 

abatement. It’s as if the Almighty had devised a cunning plan to oblige 

mankind to set aside its differences or face disaster. 

Those who came to Glasgow ranged from respected academics, 

high-flying businessmen, lawyers, engineers, scientists, politicians, civil 

servants, and journalists. Talking to them, you got a sense that 

step-by-step there is a coming together. Yes, there is frustration; last 

minute changes to the commitment to phase out coal angered many in 

the Conference. But there were positive developments too, such as a 

better chance of making the promised cash transfers to those nations 

who most need help. 

COP26 should not be a one-off jamboree. It is part of a continuous 

process and a continuing commitment. Among those I met were three 

impressive gentlemen from Nigeria, keen to make contact with Western 

aid agencies and non-governmental organisations (NGOs). Christian 

churches play a major role in Africa, and we should continue not just to 

press for a restoration of our international aid budget but also offer them 

practical help … and our prayers. 

R H Jones 

Bunyan Coffee Shop News                            

It’s hard to believe that the Coffee Shop has now been open for eight 

weeks! As with most ventures that have restarted after such a long break, 

it has been a slow but steady process welcoming back some old faces, as 

well as meeting new ones.  Customer numbers are definitely increasing, 

which is a sure sign that things are going in the right direction. 

We have been well supported by church members who have come in to 

see us and enjoy chatting to our regular customers, who are steadily 

building up their confidence, and returning to events and activities they 

have previously enjoyed. We have also had new customers who have 
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visited the John Bunyan Museum or come in to view the beautiful stained-

glass windows in the church. 

A massive ‘THANK YOU’ to all the volunteers; the Coffee Shop couldn’t 

have reopened without you! Your support and commitment in getting it up 

and running again has been amazing.   We always need more volunteers, 

so if you would like to join the friendly dedicated team, or can help in any 

way, please get in touch.  

We have also seen the return of the ‘Knit and Natter’ group on Thursdays, 

and they would be more than happy to have some new faces join them. If 

you are interested in knitting or nattering this is the place to be, so please 

just turn up! 

Another ‘THANK YOU’, this time to our talented Star Bakers Juliet, Mary, 

Diana, Josie and Jenny (of Eccles cake fame). They have supplied us 

with delicious home bakes to sell, which are very much appreciated. 

Since the Wednesday lunches have restarted, we have also been able to 

source WI cakes again, so hopefully we will have something for everyone 

to enjoy. Even the ‘Frangipanes’ are back!! 

We are open Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday 10am until 1pm 

and Wednesday 10am until 2pm, up to and including the 22nd December. 

Next time you’re passing, please come in. We would love to see you. 

Julie Smith 
Coffee Shop Co-ordinator    Tel. 01234 225036 

Angel Tree Project  -  Gifts for Children of Prisoners 

Thank you to all who offered to contribute to this; we had 13 responses.  
Jennie Bowell, the Organiser, phoned to say there was a limited take-up 
this year so we will not go ahead with buying presents.  If anyone would 
like to make a donation to the project, the giving details are as follows: 

 

Bank: NatWest 
Account name: Prison Fellowship Angel Tree 
Sort: 60-02-13 
A/c no: 36150002 
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Families Bedfordshire 

A new issue of the online ‘Families Bedfordshire’ magazine for local 

parents and children is out now, with many interesting articles and free 

festive activities to try out together.    

LINK to the November/December issue     (right click on this Link then select ‘Open Hyperlink’). 

 

Thank Yous 

Just a note to say ‘Thank You’ to Chris, Janet and David for the last two 
Sunday services, and to the amazing ‘technical’ staff who now enable me 
to join you all on live YouTube even if it’s only 6am here!  I feel so 
blessed to be able to be part of the Bunyan congregation each Sunday, 
despite being so far away!  

Wendy Richardson 

What a lovely service last Sunday morning; I really felt as if I was present 

in the church. Thank you to all who make this possible; although I can 

only listen, that is good enough for me.  

I always log on in fear and trembling but it is such a relief when I see 
familiar faces. 

Audrey Mehew  

We are writing to say ‘Thank You’ to friends at church for their prayers 
and for the beautiful flowers brought to us by Ian and Ann Rowlands.   We 
enjoy taking part in the services by YouTube each Sunday. 

Dorothy and Alan Nicholas 

 

                More Wise Words               

If at first you don't succeed, you're running about average. 
 
God entrusted the first task of spreading the good   
 news not to university professors but to fishermen. 

    Ken Wells  
 

https://clt952258.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=D13CEC4&e=134C4D1&c=E87C2&t=0&l=3F2BC465&email=hwCdwdIFMrBlALiyY000XMGRgXJGAcx%2FHtu%2Bez3l5mM%3D&seq=1
https://clt952258.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=D13CEC4&e=134C4D1&c=E87C2&t=0&l=3F2BC465&email=hwCdwdIFMrBlALiyY000XMGRgXJGAcx%2FHtu%2Bez3l5mM%3D&seq=1
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Cantamus at Christmas     

Choral Music   ‘Advent to Epiphany’ 
Tuesday 14th December at 7.30pm 
Conductor:  Gary Mudd     Organist:  Paul Edwards 
Tickets at the door £10 (including mulled wine and mince pies). 

All proceeds to Bunyan Meeting Church Funds.  

 

Ruth’s Quiz 

Answers to last week’s questions 

37 Home for ‘Cats and Dogs’ and a place that makes Power?  

         Battersea Power Station 

38 Big Football matches played here?    Wembley Park 

39 Inns of Court or you might find Knights Templar here? Temple 

40 Parliament has a hill here?     Hampstead Heath 

 

 

This week’s questions 

41  Good news and a tree? 

42  Walk this far to find an End? 

43  Speakers’ Corner near here? 

44  Musical instrument and a place of worship? 

   

 

Pastoral cards in the church foyer 

There are many varieties including some of our beautiful church and 

windows. Each card costs £1.50 with a donation of 20p from the sale of 

each card going to Bunyan Meeting Church Funds.  

There is a sheet in the coffee shop to record all purchases. 

Wendy Hayward-Carter 
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New Year Church Rotas 

It may seem a long way off, but the New Year will be upon us before we 

know it, so I’m about to start preparing the rotas for the first quarter: 

January to March 2022. 

Please let me know by Monday 6 December if there are any Sundays 

over that period when you won’t be available. Also, if there are any 

changes to your rota preferences. 

Many thanks, as ever, to you all for the huge amount of voluntary time 

and effort that keeps the show on the road. 

Ian Rowlands 

(01234) 405974     email: ian.rowlands@ntlworld.com 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

Please send items to the Editor by 6pm on Tuesday for inclusion in the 
Sunday newsletter.   Thank you. 

Jocelyn Harper 
Tel:  01234 406969 
email: jos.harpy@ntlworld.com 

[Any views expressed in articles in the News Letter are those of the authors and do 

not necessarily represent church policy or the views of the Minister, Officers of the 

church or the News Letter Editor.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ian.rowlands@ntlworld.com
mailto:jos.harpy@ntlworld.com
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This week at Bunyan Meeting: 

MONDAY 29th  November  

Come & Sing 1.30pm – 3.00pm 

WEDNESDAY 1st December  

Wednesday Workshops 10.00am-3.00pm - Harrowden room 

Wednesday Lunches 12noon-1.30pm - Hall 

Wednesday Prayers 1.30pm – Church 

Flower Arranging Club 7.30pm – Harrowden room 

THURSDAY 2nd December 

Knit & Natter in Coffee Shop Foyer 11.00am 

COFFEE SHOP  

Open Tuesday – Saturday 10.00am – 1.00pm (2.00pm on 
Wednesdays) 

JOHN BUNYAN MUSEUM  

Opening Times 

The Museum closed yesterday, 27th November. 

Open Saturdays only from 15th January to 12th February 2022 

          11am to 4pm. 

Open Tuesday to Saturday from 15th February for half term and    

           beyond.  11am to 4pm (last entry 3.30pm). 

FREE ENTRY (charges for groups and schools). 

Please do check the website or ‘phone in case of new Covid measures or 
severe weather that may affect staffing: 
www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/planning-your-visit  

BASEMENT AT BUNYAN 

An exhibition by Nicola Johnson 

Tuesday 29th  November – 4th December   

Tuesday – Saturday 11.00am - 4.00pm (last entry 3.45pm) 

http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/planning-your-visit
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Bunyan Meeting Contact Information 

Minister:      Rev’d Christopher J Damp MA BD 

Tel: 01234 353465 (0ffice) email:  minister@bunyanmeeting.co.uk 

       01234 353730 (Manse)  

Church Secretary:    Sue Gauley Tel: 01234 306772 

Church Treasurer:     

Organist & Choirmaster:   Brian S Caves ATCL Tel:  767776 

Museum Curators:    Helen O’Hara and Jennifer Ayley 

Tel: 01234 270303   email: curator@bunyanmeeting.co.uk 

Basement @ Bunyan   Anne-Marie Abbate Tel: 07775 973501 

Coordinator:    email: basement@bunyanmeeting.co.uk 

Church Development   David Walker Tel: 07519 142533 

Worker:     email: davidwkr5@aol.com 

Caretaking Team:    Jo Stapleton Tel:  07591 167941 

      Raj Sandu Tel:  07591 167941 

Administrative Assistant:   Sue Stewart Tel: 01234 213722 

Church Office    email: bunyanmeeting@gmail.com 

News Letter Editor:  Jocelyn Harper Tel:  01234 406969 

      email: jos.harpy@ntlworld.com 

 

Bunyan Meeting Charity No:  248195 

 

 

 

mailto:jos.harpy@ntlworld.com

