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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/29
SUNDAY 1 NOVEMBER 2020

Dear friends 

One of the most difficult things in life is the sense of being under compulsion. None of  
us can escape this, for none of us are entirely our own master. We have to live by rules, 
laws and conventions from the cradle to the grave.  

We did not chose our parents or the circumstances in which we were born. Our nature 
and personality are in good part a result of our genetics and our upbringing. Few of us 
had any choice about our schooling and educational opportunities. The economic 
circumstances of our family, our gender and race, have all shaped us as the individuals 
that we are today.  

Throughout our lives we have had to render obedience to others and to the remorseless 
pressure of our circumstances. Only to a very limited extent can we do just as we please 
and more often we must do as we must.  

If we had the power to shape our own destiny and the world in which we live, we might 
fashion a very different reality than the one in which we currently dwell.  

Some people may become very bitter about the hand that life has dealt them. They  
curse fate, or God or whatever has ordered their lot in life.  

But perhaps this mysterious directing force is in fact our own? Might we be masters of 
our own destiny after all? Edwin Arnold wrote “Ye suffer from yourselves. None else 
compels” whilst the German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer said “The secret power, 
which rules and bends the external circumstances affecting us, has its root in the 
depths of our own unfathomable being.” 

We are indeed profound beings who consist of much more than we often 
imagine. Our truest selves, our deepest nature, extends far beyond the bounds of 
our own consciousness at any one time.  

It is this larger, deeper self, this fundamental being of ours, which can truly 
ordain our lot in this world. It is here at our deepest level that we encounter God 
and it is here that we can discern the will of God; the will of God operates 
through what we essentially are and seeks nothing but our ultimate good.  

Life is often difficult to fathom but as we survey our own life and circumstances 
we are reminded by Paul that one day, we shall see things more completely, 
when we know ourselves as we are known by God 

Please keep sending your articles for our News Letter direct to me 
at chrisdamp@mac.com or by post to the church office for my attention. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

“Now we see but a dim reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to 
face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully 
known.” 1 Corinthians 13 v 12 

mailto:chrisdamp@mac.com
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This Week at Bunyan Meeting 

Tuesday 3rd November Helena Kent’s funeral 1.30pm via Zoom  
 (Zoom details available from church office and in this   
 edition of the Newsletter - p.3) 

Sunday 8th November  Morning Worship for Remembrance Sunday 11.00am 
 conducted by the Minister. 
 Please be seated by 10.55am ready for our  
 Act of Remembrance at 11.00am  

Sunday Worship at Mill Street  

We continue to meet each Sunday at 11.00am for worship. Our services are short, 
lasting about 35 minutes. It is a legal requirement that we should wear face masks in 
the church  (unless you are in an exempt category) and we must allow as much 
ventilation as possible, so it will be feeling colder that usual in church! We have now 

got the church hearting fired up and hopefully the church will feel a little warmer 
than it has done in recent weeks, but do wrap up in warm clothes. 

It is essential that you maintain a distance of six feet or two metres from others 
inside the church building. Please also remember your umbrella as you may have 
to wait outside the church until the stewards are ready to seat you.  

After the service it is essential that you remain in your seat until a steward 
directs you to leave the church and please do vacate the building promptly, not 
stopping to speak with others until you are outside. Once outside, please keep the 
path to the gate clear, remember to keep your distance from others and do not 
gather in groups of more than six. 

Please Remember Your Face Mask! 

Audrey Mehew writes: 

Thank you again for a lovely service on line yesterday. I really feel as if I am present 
with the limited congregation. 

In Oakley we still have the Beds on Sunday delivered and there was a mention of 
Helena Kent’s death there. It stated no flowers by request, donations for Samaritans 
may be made via memorygiving.com. Further enquiries to Neville Funeral Service 
01234 359529. I thought I would let you know. 

Michael wrote such a lovely article about Helena. When Bill lost his eye sight Helena 
and Paddy rang and said they would like to give us a lift each Sunday morning to 
Bunyan. I had passed my driving test but it was Bill who preferred to drive! I had some 
refresher lessons and then contacted Helena to thank them and explain matters.  
Immediately they said “Oh No, we enjoy our chats. We like giving you a lift.” Her stroke 
was such a tragedy but she was always cheerful and never complained. 

It was my son-in-law’s birthday last Saturday and normally they would come for the 
weekend from the West Midlands where they live. Due to the restrictions that was out 
of the question, but Simon came over to my house with his laptop and Sarah and 
Richard suddenly appeared on the screen from their house. We had three wonderful 
hours and they did not have the long drive back home. 

Take care and thank you for all  your hard work in these difficult times. Audrey 
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Ruth Blake writes: 

Just an update on my Grandfather - he is now in the Archer Unit and we are still 
unable to go and see him because of this virus. At the moment he's making 2 steps 
forward and 1 step back, so at the moment slow progress. 

Ruth 

Tear Fund Big Quiz Night 

Saturday 14 November 2020 

We hosted a very successful Quiz Night last year but this year will be 
very different. 

This year’s Quiz will be held ‘on line’ on Saturday 14th November at 
7.30pm. 

Last year Tear Fund raised £250,000 with 562 churches taking part. 

If you would like to take part please email Tom Barwood who has 
agreed to host the Quiz again this year. 

Email:   tommybarwood@yahoo.com   

Thank you. 

Jocelyn 

Helena Kent’s Funeral 

Helena’s funeral service will be held at Bunyan Meeting on Tuesday 3rd November 
at 1.30pm. Because of government restrictions, numbers attending the funeral are 
strictly limited, and only those invited by the family will be able to attend the service in 
the church. However, if you would like to share in the service via Zoom, you are most 
welcome and can do this by using the joining details below. Please would you connect 
to Zoom meeting about 1.00pm as there will only be somebody at the computer in 
church to admit guests until about 1.15pm. If you try to join the service after 1.15pm, we 
may not have the opportunity to admit you and you would miss the service. 

Topic:  Helena's Funeral  

Time:  Nov 3, 2020 at 01:00 PM London 

 Join Zoom Meeting 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83525574804?     
 pwd=TCs1N0w2UEIzbnowSld6STdJdlFwZz09 

Meeting ID:  835 2557 4804 

Passcode:  579575 

Words Matter: 

Words are so important particularly when you want to express yourself. I learnt very 
early on that there were soft words and hard words. I remember on one occasion whilst 
working in a Crown office; we were quiet so I started chatting with a colleague. When a 
customer came in I turned to him and said, “What do you want?” He replied, “Nothing 

mailto:tommybarwood@yahoo.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83525574804?


 

News Letter Page 4

from you.” I should have said “What would you like?” I quickly apologised and like to 
think I was out of character on that occasion. 

Bad language was banned in our house when I was growing up. My father used to say, 
“There are thousands of words in the English language, why would you use half a dozen 
that could offend?” Though you were excused if you hit your thumb with a hammer. 

At my school we were told to never use the word nice. It was considered too easy and 
not very descriptive; in fact I only use it if I wish to be cutting. Another one I have 
refused to use is the word hate. I dislike things, I can even despise things but I do not 
hate, as I feel that word is corrosive not to the victim but to me. If I did use it I would 
be showing excessive anger and I always feel the worst afterwards.  

When I first came to England in 1956 I had a strong Swansea Welsh accent. It wasn’t a 
soft one from the valleys and I often describe it as an Englishman pretending to speak 
with a Welsh accent, it comes out exaggerated. My father bought me a tape recorder 
and I spent hours trying to either soften it or if possible speak like my English friends. 
Do remember that regional accents weren’t so acceptable in the 50s. 

The accent does come out if I talk about rugby or had a couple of pints or am in Welsh 
company. Many tell me it comes out on the telephone. I am not embarrassed about my 
Welsh heritage I just wanted to blend in. This could be a talking point in this day and 
age where we have become more multicultural.   

Ken Thomas 

The BMS Birthday Scheme  

If you wish to support the BMS through their Birthday Scheme, please contact 
Margaret Ormerod. It’s a great way to celebrate a birthday. Thank you for your 
support.  

This week Ann Davies celebrates her birthday. 

Members of the Scheme can make donations online at bmsworldmission.org 
quoting our church reference number which  is 7. Or you can send your donation to 
Margaret Ormerod at 32, Wheathouse Close, Bedford. MK41 8JX. Or if you are 
addending our services in church, you may hand it to me there.  

Many thanks Margaret  

Bedford Food Bank 

Now that we are meeting again at Mill Street for services we are able to collect for 
Bedford Food Bank. There is a box in the foyer by the church office for donations and 
donations can be brought into the church office during opening hours.  

If you would like to bring donations for the Foodbank on a Sunday, these can be left on 
the counter in the church foyer bookshop just as you go into the church.  

The Foodbank are currently requesting the following: 

Longlife fruit juice 

Tinned meat (stews, curry, meatballs etc.)  

Sponge pudding (longlife) 

Coffee 

http://bmsworldmission.org
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Anti-bac spray cleaners 

Washing up liquid 

Laundry wash tablets 

Cleaning cloths  

The Foodbank is currently very well stocked with the following items 

Baked beans 

Cereal 

Porridge 

Conditioner 

Bubblebath 

The October Church Meeting 

At the Church Meeting last Wednesday we formally adopted our new Trust Document 
which will work alongside our very old Trust Deeds and enable us to function 
efficiently as a modern charity.  

The church agreed to seek a temporary Curator to cover Nicola’s job whilst she is 
absent next year on maternity leave. Interviews will take place in early December.  

The terms of office which our Deacons serve have all been extended by one year so 
there will be no elections for the Diaconate this year.  

Our Treasurer outlined the financial situation facing us. Allan predicted that we would 
end this current year with a surplus of about £4000 - £5000. This will be in marked 
contrast to the forecast for next year which in the worst case could see a deficit 
approaching £35,000! Allan will share some more figures with us in next week’s News 
Letter.  

The church will be decorated in the next few months and the current lighting system 
will be replaced. We hope to have a screen installed in the church above the pulpit with 
projection equipment, and a camera to live stream our services within the next few 
weeks.  

Our Trustees are disposing of two church properties and hope to purchase a new 
investment property which will maintain our current level of rental income. 

The minister expressed the hope that evening services would resume occasionally in 
the near future.  

This year there will be no Bunyan Christmas Post Box but we will still be collecting for 
the Prebend Street Day Centre in December. There will be a collection box in the 
church foyer and details of how to give online will also be available.  

This Church Meeting was a first for Bunyan insomuch as several members of the 
church participated in the meeting via Zoom which seemed to work very well. 

Our next Church Meeting on Wednesday November 25th will include our 
AGM when we will elect church officers and representatives and receive our church 
accounts for the year ending December 2019. Please save the date! 
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Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

Telephone 01234 213722
email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

For Your Prayers 

Please remember Ruth Blake, Wendy Carter, Mary and Kenneth Davies, 
Dorothy Yerril’s daughter Sandra, and Fiona, David and all of Helena 
Kent’s family. 

Quarry Theatre 
01234 362337 (Booking) 
01234 362269 (Enquiries) 
quarrytheatre@bedfordschool.org.uk

 
 

Saturday 21st & Sunday 22nd November 2020 
230pm to 400pm 

Quarry Theatre, 26 St Peter’s Street, Bedford MK40 2NN 
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