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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/39
SUNDAY 24 JANUARY 2021

Dear friends 

We might imagine that welcoming visitors to Bunyan Meeting is a relatively recent 
phenomenon. This year marks the seventy fifth anniversary of the opening of our 
museum, and over these seventy five years we have welcomed countless thousands of 

visitors to both the church and museum. Bunyan Meeting has in fact been a 
place of Pilgrimage for many years, long before the opening of our museum. 
During the early part of the twentieth century, prior to the Great War, visitors 
to Bunyan Meeting would often number more than two thousand a year. In 
1905, the Baptist World Congress met in London and made a pilgrimage to 
Bedford. Just over 1100 visitors came to Bunyan Meeting in one day! One 
wonders how our stewards would cope with such numbers today? 

Bunyan Meeting has become a place of pilgrimage for Christians from across the world 
and draws visitors because it has played an important part in the history of Christ’s 
church. The influence of those who have been a part of this church has reached down 
the centuries and across the world. We of course connect the name of John Bunyan 
with this church, but we must not forget those countless hundreds of other faithful men 
and women who, through this church, have played their part in the work of Christ 
down the years. Over recent months we have seen some of the stories of these 
individuals retold in the pages of this newsletter. We have heard tales of adventure, 
daring, courage and faithfulness. Such stories can serve to inspire us in our own 
Christian journey. Indeed we are surrounded by a “great cloud of witnesses”.  

But for us, Bunyan Meeting is not a museum or place of 
pilgrimage but is simply “our” church, in the sense that it is 
the place where we belong, it is our home, our spiritual home. 
We are a household of faith, a fellowship of God’s people, a 
church family and we travel together on our Christian journey 
with our brothers and sisters in Christ. Deep within, we cry in 
the words of that old hymn:  

“Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Jesu’s love: 
The fellowship of Christian minds 
Is like to that above” 

As a church, we feel together, sharing in each other’s joys and sorrows. Together we 
feel the pain of loss, no more so that when we learnt this week of the death of Allan 
Linger, our Treasurer, who also served the church as a Deacon and Trustee. We rejoice 
in Allan’s faith and Christian witness and celebrate all that he brought to enrich the life 
of the church.  

Let us thank God for “our” church, and let us thank God for every individual who is a 
part of “our” church and may we as the Apostle Paul once wrote: “encourage one 
another and build each other up.” (1 Thessalonians 5 v 11)  
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Please keep sending your articles for our News Letter direct to me 
at chrisdamp@mac.com or by post to the church office for my attention. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

“Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made complete, be comforted, be like-minded, live in 
peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.” 

2 Corinthians 13 v 11 

Allan Linger 

Allan died in the early hours of Wednesday morning.  We are all extremely saddened by 
his death, but we give thanks for a life full of service to God and to Bunyan Meeting. He 
served as our Church Treasurer, a Deacon, a Trustee and he did so many tasks behind 
the scenes to further the the life of the Church. We will miss him greatly. 

Sunday Worship 

Due to the current lockdown and the local increase in Covid infections, Bunyan 
Meeting will now be closed for face to face worship until further notice. Our services 
will continue to be distributed by email and delivered to those without access to the 
internet. 

Church Meeting 

The January Church Meeting will be held via Zoom next Wednesday, 27th January at 
7.30pm. To access the Church Meeting please follow the link below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81469226229?
pwd=WU5PZEdiMXlSZVFqSkE1YzQwT3Y0Zz09 

Or to access the meeting by telephone, please dial 0208 080 6592 

And enter the following codes: 

Meeting ID: 814 6922 6229 

Passcode: 175744 

Congregational Lecture 

Each year the Congregational Lecture is held in London on a theme of historical or 
theological interest. The 2020 Lecture was postponed because of Covid and will now 
take place via Zoom this coming Thursday, 28th January at 5.30pm. The Lecture will 
be delivered by Professor Jane Shaw, Principal of Harris Manchester College and 
Professor of the History of Religion at the University of Oxford. Jane will speak on the 
subject “Nonconformists and the Modern Revival of Mysticism” 

All are welcome to attend the Lecture. The link to access the Lecture is below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83624634685?
pwd=a2Z2clFWTjBRRHV0R2VMa2txRytJdz09 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81469226229?pwd=WU5PZEdiMXlSZVFqSkE1YzQwT3Y0Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81469226229?pwd=WU5PZEdiMXlSZVFqSkE1YzQwT3Y0Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83624634685?pwd=a2Z2clFWTjBRRHV0R2VMa2txRytJdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83624634685?pwd=a2Z2clFWTjBRRHV0R2VMa2txRytJdz09
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Bible Notes 

The latest edition of our Bible Notes “Word for Today” are now available. 
These will be delivered to those who receive paper copies of the News Letter, 
and will be left out under the main church entrance porch for collection by 
those who are out on their daily exercise. Please let the Church Office know if 
you would like a copy sent by post. 

Church Directory 2021 

The new Bunyan Meeting Directory has been produced and will be distributed over the 
next few weeks. Please don’t visit the church office specially to collect this, we are 
trying to limit visitors as much as possible to the church because of the lockdown. 
Copies of the Directory will be delivered to everyone either by hand or by post.  

Cathie and Iain Stewart write: 

Cathie and Iain send their best wishes for 2021 

We expect that many of you like us had a very different Christmas 2020 

Our Christmas was unusual but the family were involved. 

Christmas Eve, two carol singers came and entertained us on our doorstep.Who were 
they? Our two granddaughters, Emma and Amy. Very enjoyable. 

We had a phone call from Emma on Christmas Day to say our “takeaway” was on the 
way. Carol arrived with the following food piping hot each in its own container. Enough 
to last us several days - turkey, gammon, pigs in blankets, Brussels, roast potatoes, 
parsnips, mixed vegetables, sage and onion stuffing, pork and apple stuffing, Christmas 
pudding and custard! 

A feast fit for a king. 
Elaine and John up in Rugby phoned us as did Duncan from Sydney. 
What more could we ask. 
The food lasted a week no cooking just heating it up at number 51. 

Kind Regards 

Cathie and Iain 

CURATOR to CURATOR 2! 

Nicola began her maternity leave (or to be PC “Parental Leave”) this week 
and Jennifer and Helen took up the reins. As reported earlier this is a job 
share and so Nicola’s job description has been divided between them with 
some areas of work shared. Their work pattern is on a 2 week basis with 
Wednesday being the common day each week when both are available. [If 
anyone would like a copy of either of these documents please let me know. 
Helen and Jennifer will be informing the museum volunteers in the near 
future.] 

We have had socially distanced face-to-face meetings re handover as well as 
Zoom meetings. I spent last weekend reading through the nearly 40 pages of handover 
notes which Nicola has provided. So, from Accounts and Accreditation through 
Integral Pest Management and Keys to Website and YouTube it is all there! Incredible. 
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And it includes the file path to each and all relevant documentation on the laptop and 
PC! We have been and will continue to be in safe hands. 

curator@bunyanmeeting.co.uk will reach both Helen and Jennifer or if it is purely 
a Library matter then continue to use librarian@bunyanmeeting.co.uk to reach 
Jennifer. 

So Nicola has we hope, a leisurely run up to the birth (!) next month and Helen and 
Jennifer look to inject new life into the museum activities as we plan to re-open later in 
the year. 

2021 will bring new life back into our lives and the life of the museum and into the lives 
of Nicola and Richard. There is so much to look forward to and for which we are 
grateful. 

Cherry Protheroe 
Chairperson John Bunyan Museum & Library. 

Loads of Money 

6th January is a special day for me as it is my late wife’s birthday. It is also the 
12th day of Christmas when the final bauble must be taken down. The 6th 
January marked another special day as by 17:30, the top 100 CEOs will have 
earned the current annual wage which now stands at £31,460. I often ask 
myself what do they do for the rest of the year? 

Now this is not a jealous rant; so long as I have all that I need I have never 
envied anyone, I just wonder what someone needs all this cash for. I don’t 
gamble except I do have some premium bonds, and I often muse what I would 
do with the top prize of £1m.  

I would see my family okay of course but with the rest I would look to see 
where I could make better use of it. I find it sad that in a wealthy country like 
ours, some family has to rely on me having an extra £5 one month to help 
them out. I do not believe anyone should have to go hungry. 

TV has soul searching adverts for youngsters going blind, hungry, no clean water, there 
are donkeys at threat, tigers, whales and with the accompanying soft music, the list 
seems endless and it would be difficult to select what you would think was the most 
needy. 

However, when the government decides to cut foreign aid and many have lost their 
jobs here, where do you go? For personal reasons St John’s Hospice at Moggerhanger 
would be high on my list as would Shelter who give enormous force to the idea of 
helping up rather than charity. Overseas there are the vaccination programmes that 
may stop disease even starting, but the sad thing is that in 2021 the list is endless.  

Keep safe, Ken Thomas      

Tibbs Dementia Foundation 

This quarter's charity is Tibbs Dementia Foundation. Tibbs Dementia Foundation is 
dedicated to providing a range of accessible and flexible groups. Our aim is to offer a 
wide range of activities which provide cognitive and physical stimulation in a safe and 
supportive space. Our groups are for people in all stages of dementia, diagnosed or not, 
and those who support them. 

mailto:curator@bunyanmeeting.co.uk
mailto:librarian@bunyanmeeting.co.uk
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Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

Telephone 01234 213722
email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

As a community we challenge existing stereotypes of dementia which are often 
associated with the later stages of cognitive decline. Our focus is on what people can 
still do and how we can use their skills and experiences together. 

Tibbs Dementia Foundation takes its name from Margaret-Anne Tibbs who is known 
locally and nationally for her work in the field of dementia for over 35 years. She 
worked with Tom Kitwood at Bradford Dementia Group, who pioneered the shift away 
from the purely medical approach to dementia. She was a specialist dementia social 
worker, a trainer and is a published author in the field of social work and dementia. 
She had a long association with the Alzheimer’s Society. 

In 2013, Sarah Russell, our CEO and Jeni Melia our lead Music Therapist came 
together with Margaret-Anne to create Tibbs Dementia Foundation which gained 
charitable status in 2016. 

In 2018 we were privileged to receive the Queens Award for Voluntary Service (the 
MBE for charities) for our work in the field of dementia. Our aim is to help people to 
live the best life possible through our inclusive and holistic approach. As a person with 
dementia recently said “Tibbs is helping me to be myself for as long as possible”. 

If you wish to give to Tibbs Dementia Foundation you can do so through the giving link 
on the church web site.  

Anne Legg 

Anne Legg’s funeral will be held at Bunyan Meeting on Friday 5th February at 11.00am. 
Numbers are limited and so booking is essential. Please contact the church office if you 
would like to attend this service. For those who are not able to attend in person there 
will be a zoom link to the service. 

Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 
Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

Opportunity may be a ticket for a long journey but is only available on the day of issue. 
A conceited man is like the cock who thought the sun had risen to hear him crow. 
Luck is what happens when preparation meets opportunity. 
Submitted by Ken Wells 

For Your Prayers  
Please remember Dilys and Roy Leeder; Jean Goldsmith and the families of 
Anne Legg and of Kay Munro.

mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

