
 

Sunday 18 April 2021 page 1

Sunday 18 April 2021 
MORNING WORSHIP

BUNYAN MEETING 
BEDFORD

 

Christ
CO F F E E
croissants⁺SUNDAY WORSHIP  

9.30AM. BUNYAN MEETING

Christ
CO F F E E
croissants⁺SUNDAY WORSHIP  

9.30AM. BUNYAN MEETING

All-Age Worship this Sunday
in the garden of Bunyan Meeting 

at 9.30am - All Welcome

Jesus said

‘Peace be 

with you’



 

Sunday 18 April 2021 page 2

Introit - Peace I leave with you by Barbara Bridge

Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you. 
Let not your hearts be troubled. Peace be with you. 

Do not let your hearts be troubled.  
Have faith in God and faith in me. 

Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you. 
Let not your hearts be troubled. Peace be with you. 

In my Father’s house are many dwellings. 
I go there to prepare a place for you. 

Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you. 
Let not your hearts be troubled. Peace be with you. 

I am the vine and you are the branches, remain in me; 
you will bear abundant fruit. 

Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you. 
Let not your hearts be troubled. Peace be with you. 

The Bible is placed 
in the pulpit 
at the beginning 
of our service.
Today’s readings are:
• Psalm 133
• 1 John 3: 1-7
• Luke 24: 36-48

Click for;
Peace I leave you

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/introit
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Prayers

Lord God, 
in the service of your kingdom 
 grant us the peace we may have, 
show us the peace we should seek, 
and give us the strength to do without 
 the peace we must forgo  
 for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 
A prayer from Scotland

Our Father who art in heaven 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Jesus 
himself 

stood 
among 
them 
and 

said to 
them, 

‘Peace 

be with 
you.’


Luke 24: 36

Painting by Nalini Jayasuriya, 2002
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How good … it is when God’s people live together in unity!

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

Jesus is the light, I’m gonna let him shine 
Jesus is the light, I’m gonna let him shine 
Jesus is the light, I’m gonna let him shine 
Let him shine, let him shine, let him shine. 

I will stomp my feet and I will clap my hands and SHOUT, SHOUT 
I will run around and I’ll jump off the ground and SHOUT, SHOUT 

Stones - part of our face-to-face All-Age Worship this Sunday

• God as creator … the stones that we hold 
in our hands have existed in some form since 
creation; human beings are created from the 
ground - ‘Adam’ is made from adamah* - it 
means that we and the stones are created 
from the same material. We know that to be 
scientifically supported now - and, what is 
more, it is star dust!

• Jesus as saviour … the stone the builders 
rejected - that became the cornerstone … the 
stone that he refused to turn into bread … the 
stone that was Peter, the rock … stones that 
‘those without sin’ should throw first … the 
stone that was rolled from the tomb;

• Ourselves as living stones … a holy nation.
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Click here to see & hear the song:
This little light of mine

*Adamah (Biblical Hebrew : אדמה) is a word, translatable as ground or earth

Click for: 
We’re all made of 

stardust

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos2/light
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/extra1
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/extra1
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The Jordan Valley

Hymn - Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord 

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name. 

Jesus is Lord of all the earth: 
he is the King of creation: 

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name. 

Spread the good news o’er all the earth: 
Jesus has died and has risen: 

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name. 

We have been crucified with Christ: 
now we shall live for ever: 

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name. 

God has proclaimed the just reward: 
new life for all, alleluia: 

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name. 

Come, let us praise the living God, 
joyfully sing to our Saviour: 

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name. 
Donald Fishel (b. 1950)
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Click for:
Alleluia, alleluia, 

give thanks to the 
risen Lord

St Martin’s Voices sing 
the first two verses and 
chorus in the video.

The hymn continues: 

St Martin’s Voices singing 
‘Alleluia, alleluia, give 

thanks to the risen Lord’ 
in the grounds of 
Lambeth Palace.

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn1
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn1
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn1
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Shalom (Hebrew: ׁשָלֹום shalom; also spelled as sholom, sholem, sholoim, shulem) 
is a Hebrew word meaning peace, harmony, wholeness, completeness, prosperity, 

welfare and tranquility and can be used idiomatically to mean both hello and 
goodbye.  Jesus … stood among them and said … ‘Peace be with you.’.

Sh
a

lo
m
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Reading - Psalm 133
How good and pleasant it is 
    when God’s people live together in unity!

It is like precious oil poured on the head, 
    running down on the beard, 
running down on Aaron’s beard, 
    down on the collar of his robe. 
It is as if the dew of Hermon 
    were falling on Mount Zion. 
For there the Lord bestows his blessing, 
    even life for evermore.

Flowers at Bunyan Meeting

The flowers in church 
would have been provided 
by Norman and Jean 
Browning 

Reading - 1 John 3: 1-7
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children 
of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it 
did not know him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be 
has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be 
like him, for we shall see him as he is. All who have this hope in him purify 
themselves, just as he is pure.

Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. But you know that he 
appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. No one who 
lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or 
known him.

Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right is 
righteous, just as he is righteous.
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Click for Alex reading:
Psalm 133

Click for Alex reading: 1 John 3: 1-7

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/reading1
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/reading2
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Hymn - Now the green blade riseth

Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain, 
wheat that in the dark earth many years has lain; 
love lives again, that with the dead hath been: 
love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

In the grave they laid him, love whom men had slain, 
thinking that never he would wake again, 
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 
love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
he that for three days in the grave had lain; 
quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 
love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

When our hearts are wintry grieving, or in pain, 
thy touch can call us back to life again; 
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 
love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

John Macleod Campbell Crum (1872-1958)
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Click for:
Now the green 
blade riseth 
from the 
buried grain

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn2
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn2
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn2
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn2
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Reading - Luke 24: 36-48
While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to 
them, ‘Peace be with you.’

They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He said to 
them, ‘Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my 
hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and 
bones, as you see I have.’

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while they still did 
not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, ‘Do you have anything 
here to eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their 
presence.

He said to them, ‘This is what I told you while I was still with you: everything must 
be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the 
Psalms.’

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told 
them, ‘This is what is written: the Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the 
third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.

Anthem by John Rutter  
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding

The peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
be amongst you and remain with you always. 
Amen.

‘Shalom’

Click for Jennifer reading: Luke 24: 36-48

Click for:
The peace of 
God which 
passeth all 
understanding

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/reading3
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/anthem
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/anthem
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/anthem
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/anthem
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Sermon by our Minister, The Rev’d Chris Damp
“Jesus stood among them and said to them ‘Peace be with you.’” Luke 24 v 36  

Luke records how the risen Jesus came and stood amongst the disciples and said to 
them “peace be with you.” The Hebrew word for peace, shalom, implies well being 
and wholeness. The presence and peace of the risen Christ, touches the very heart 
of our being and everything within and without is transformed by Him. When Jesus 
came and stood among His disciples, speaking His word of peace, He was saying 
“Wholeness has come.” or “May it be well with you now.” 

The fearful, despondent disciples were huddled together in that barred and bolted 
room. It seemed certain that the cause of right, the great restoration of Israel and 
of humankind, the very promise of God, were all doomed. Then came the miracle, 
Jesus was stood in the midst of them, speaking His word of peace!  And because He 
was in the midst of them, because He stood there, they were reminded of the 
power of God. It was not only Jesus, it was the great hosts of God and God himself. 
Here was power greater than death. 

It was the incredible fact that, the doors being shut, hopes barred outside, Jesus the 
defeated man, the lost cause, He was there! Suddenly everything was now different, 
the future was now assured. It must have been a great moment indeed. A desperate 
situation, a dark outlook, an ominous future, a bleak and hopeless prospect, then 
Jesus, there in the midst! 

The disciples focused their 
attention and fastened their 
eyes upon Him. And as they 
gazed upon Him thoughts 
raced through their minds; if 
God can do this, He can do 
anything! 
Here was Jesus, who was 
crucified, dead and buried, 
alive again. Here was the 
Master, in the midst saying, 
“Peace be with you.” They 
looked upon Him, and all 
was now well.  Jesus appears to the Disciples after the Resurrection 

by Imre Morocz (b. 1968)
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As we think on this account of the risen Christ, one thing seems to stand out 
above everything else, the faith of the disciples was focussed upon the risen Jesus 
Himself. It is not just His comforting words, or His good example, His kindly 
actions or wise teachings. But it is His presence; not that He was crucified was 
dead and buried but that He rose again, and is for all time and eternity a living 
person. 

And for us today, when life closes in upon us, when all 
hope is gone, when we are not sure about anything or 
anybody and ourselves; most of all when fear and facts 
and dark despair are in the heart, when sin has done 
its worst in you and me, when God and good seem 
defeated, Jesus comes and stands in the midst, right 
inside, alongside, above, beneath and around. Jesus, not 
His words; not His memory; not His wonderful 
teaching; but Jesus, the living Christ, the Son of God, 
and He says, “Peace be with you.” 

This is the message of Easter, this is the story of the broken and the burdened, of 
the sorrowful and sad, of the fearful and frightened, of the sinful and guilty. This is 
the story which tells of people who have been shut in and closed up, imprisoned, 
helpless, and of how Jesus comes in. Something happens. A miracle takes place. 

The individual who knew nothing but failure, who felt that nothing was certain but 
defeat, discovers that when Jesus comes, and stands in the midst of their troubled 
and toilsome life, that there is now peace and wholeness. That is the message of 
Easter. 

This is the story of how Jesus redeems men and women, and if He does not do this, 
if there is nothing in this salvation, nothing which is real or tangible, then what Paul 
says is true. “If Christ is not risen our preaching is in vain.” (1 Cor. 15 v 17)  Our 
message is meaningless, our story is mere foolishness. If you and I cannot be helped 
by Christ who is alive now, then there is no good talking any more of Him. I have 
nothing to say, nor has anybody. 

But it is the fact that Jesus the crucified man, is greater than death, greater than 
time, greater than sin, and that He can release any individual from the dark prison 
of circumstance which diminish and destroy; it is this which makes Christianity 
worthwhile. 
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If ever we forget this, all is lost. We will remain in our closed up rooms and that will 
be the end, for there will be no miracle. Sin will have won and the cross will have 
been a most meaningless thing. But this appearance of Jesus to the disciples 
following His resurrection tells a different story. It assures us that our Saviour lives; 
He is risen; and He can enter into any situation, and life, and speak peace.

The miracle and message of Easter tells us that there is  peace, and victory to be 
found in Christ. There is nothing within our hearts and minds that can withstand his 
power, or be untouched by His peace. If we open that door upon which He knocks 
and welcome Him in, He can enter right into any set of circumstances that 
imprisons us.  The doors may be firmly closed and the facts of our lives may form 
the walls of a prison from which we seem unable to escape. All of our hopes may 
be outside ourselves and unrealisable. But everything is changed once Christ stands 
within.

May we know this great assurance in our hearts; Jesus can be with us, the person of 
Jesus Christ, the very self of God, whatever the difficulties or circumstances are in 
which we might find ourselves. 

The Easter message is not so much about what Christ has done, but rather, what 
Christ does, for us today. He has never stopped working miracles, and He never 
will; in any life, in any circumstances. He can really be there, risen, radiant, all 
powerful, within the doors, standing in the midst of the realities of our lives, 
speaking peace to our hearts and souls.
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Hymn - Jesus is Lord!

Jesus is Lord! Creation’s voice proclaims it, 
for by his power each tree and flower 
was planned and made. 
Jesus is Lord! The universe declares it, 
sun, moon and stars in heaven 
cry, ‘Jesus is Lord!’ 
Jesus is Lord! Jesus is Lord! 
Praise him with Hallelujahs, 
for Jesus Is Lord! 

Jesus is Lord! Yet from his throne eternal 
in flesh he came to die in pain 
on Calvary’s tree. 
Jesus is Lord! From him all life proceeding, 
yet gave his life a ransom 
thus setting us free. 
Jesus is Lord! Jesus is Lord! 
Praise him with Hallelujahs, 
for Jesus Is Lord! 

Jesus is Lord! O’er sin the mighty conqueror, 
from death he rose, and all his foes 
shall own his name. 
Jesus is Lord! God sent his Holy Spirit 
to show by works of power 
that Jesus is Lord. 
Jesus is Lord! Jesus is Lord! 
Praise him with Hallelujahs, 
for Jesus Is Lord! 

David Mansell (b. 1936)
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Click for:
Jesus is Lord, 
creation’s voice 
proclaims it

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn3
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn3
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn3
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Prayer
We bless and praise you Lord our God. To You be glory and praise for ever. By 
raising Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, death has been destroyed 
and new life has been restored. In Him the victory over sin and the grave is won. As 
You call us to newness of life, may our lives reflect His glory as we dwell in His 
presence and receive His peace. 

Lord, bless Your church that it may reveal Your presence and 
the power of the resurrection. May each church community 
show signs of new life and joy in You. We pray for the Baptist 
Union and Congregational Federation, and for the ‘Town 
Centre Churches’ here in Bedford. Through our relationship 
with You may we bring others to be faithful. We ask Your 
blessing upon all who are seekers, upon all who are new in the 
faith and all who are struggling with doubt and darkness. 

Lord Jesus, come and stand amongst us and may we know your peace. 

Lord bless the world with Your peace, that peace that it cannot 
achieve on its own. We pray for peace between nations and 
peoples we think today or places where there is war, conflict 
and violence. We ask Your blessing upon all peacemakers and 
the work of the United Nations. We pray for all who live in fear 
of their lives and all those who have lost confidence in 
themselves or the world around them. 

Lord Jesus, come and stand amongst us and may we know your peace. 

Lord, bless our homes and families with the joy of Your 
presence. May our homes be ever open to You and Your love. 
We remember today all those who suffer from poverty or 
homelessness. We ask Your blessing upon all who live amid 
strife and fear and all who are unable to rejoice in life. We pray 
for those whose lived are blighted by Covid and pray for 
healing and an end to this current crisis. 

Lord Jesus, come and stand amongst us and may we know your peace. 

Lord, bless all who feel restricted, imprisoned and trapped by 
what is happening around them and within them. We 
remember all who live in violent or deprived areas. We ask 
Your blessing upon all who are isolated from friends and family. 
We think of those who experience low self esteem, those who 
feel worthless and unloved. 

Click for Chris: Let us pray …

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/prayers
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Lord Jesus, come and stand amongst us and may we know your peace. 

Gracious God, we recall how the sadness of the disciples was 
turned to joy and of how their fear was turned to courage by 
Your risen presence. Help, we pray, those who dwell in fear and 
sadness.  Help us, and the people of Christ everywhere, to 
bring comfort to those who grieve, strength to those who are 
ill, and blessings to all those in need.

Lord Jesus, come and stand amongst us and may we know your peace. 

Lord, hear our prayer too for those in special need of Your 
presence this day - we remember before You those on our 
prayer list and we hold before You our Queen and her family, as 
they mourn the death of the Duke of Edinburgh. 

Lord Jesus, come and stand amongst us and may we know Your 
peace.

Hear these our prayers for we pray in the name of Jesus our 
Living Lord. Amen
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Hymn - The strife is o'er, the battle done

The strife is o'er, the battle done; 
the victory of life is won; 
the song of triumph has begun. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The powers of death have done their worst, 
but Christ their legions hath dispersed. 
Let shouts of holy joy outburst. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

The three sad days have quickly sped; 
he rises glorious from the dead. 
All glory to our risen Head. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

He broke the bonds of death and hell; 
the bars from heaven's high portals fell. 
Let hymns of praise his triumph tell. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Lord, by the stripes which wounded thee, 
from death's dread sting thy servants free, 
that we may live and sing to thee. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Amen.  

Latin, probably 17th century
tr. Francis Pott (183-1909)

Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

The Grace 
And may the grace  
of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the love of God,  
and the fellowship  
of the Holy Spirit,  
be with us all, evermore.  
Amen.

Hymns in today’s service are used By Permission. CCL Licence No. 3740
The texts are from the New International Version (UK) of the Bible

Click for:
The strife 
is o’er, the 

battle done

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn4
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn4
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn4
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn4
mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk
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All-Age Worship - Three Stone Meditations
Taken from ‘He Was In The World’ by John L. Bell 

THE STONE GOD MADE

READER A What I hold in my hand
is as old as me,
and older;

READER B as old as my name,
my language, my culture,
and older;

READER A as old as my race,
as old as the human race,
and older;

READER B as old as the soil,
as old as the sea,
and older;

READER A as old as the earth,
as old as the sun, moon and stars …
but younger than God.

READER B For God made this stone,
made and meant … its colour,

its contours,
its journey from below to above.

And had the earth never revealed it,
and had I never admired it,
it would still bear witness
to God’s deep intention to … make the world

mean the world
want the world
wean the world;

and one day, walk the world
and hold in his hand
what I now hold in mine.
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Colour in the 
drawings that 

illustrate these 
meditations.
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THE STONE THE BUILDERS REJECTED

READER A This is the stone the builders rejected:

He walked through the wilderness,
through the dry place.
He was hungry and thirsty
and all alone.
As he picked up a stone,
a voice said,
‘Turn it to bread.’
And he could have …
but he let the stone be a stone.

READER B This is the stone that the builders rejected:

He came to his own,
but his own would not receive him.
They heard him speak,
heard him open the scriptures,
but would not listen.
‘Enough, enough!’ they shouted
and took him, stones in hand,
to a hill.

READER A This is the stone that the builders rejected:

He called those
who had no calling;
he named those 
who had no name:
‘What you didn’t manage with fish
you’ll do with people – catch them,’ he said.
‘They call you simple Simon,
I name you Peter, the rock …
and on the likes of you …
on the likes of you,
I’ll build my church.’
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READER B This is the stone that the builders rejected:

He bent down
to touch the ground,
to cradle children,
to kneel with one whom all despised.
‘Throw your stones,’ he said,
‘Throw them at her:
and let the flawless fling theirs first.’
They went away, stones in hand,
for another day and for him.

READER A This is the stone that the builders rejected:

He was edged … out of the world,
onto the cross,
into the tomb.

And a stone was stationed
to keep the dead away from the living,
but the stone was rolled away
for death was rejected.
Death died
and the stone was rolled away.

COME AS LIVING STONES

READER A ‘Come,’ says God, ‘as living stones.
You are the chosen race.’

READER B But, Lord, you know our trouble –
the pace.
We are fools
who work full time,
We are the do-ers
who are overdone.
We are … a tired race,

a fallen race,
a busy race.

READER A ‘Come … you are the chosen race’

Click for: Jesu Tawa Pano

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/extra3
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READER A ‘Come,’ says God, ‘as living stones.
You are the King’s priests.’

READER C But, Lord, you know our trouble –
we are not royal or religious
We are commoners
who enjoy insignificance.
We are lay people
who criticize the clergy.
We are … the faithless,

the faltering,
the least.

READER A ‘Come … you are my priests.’

Click for: Jesu Tawa Pano

READER A ‘Come,’ says God, ‘as living stones.
You are a holy nation.’

READER D But, Lord, you know our trouble –
we are not guiltless.
We are the people
who pray for peace, yet arm for war.
We are the people
who bemoan pollution, yet poison the earth.
We are the people
who disparage poverty, yet bleed the poor.
We are … a selfish nation,

an indulgent nation,
a proud nation.

READER A ‘Come … you are a holy nation.’

Click for: Jesu Tawa Pano

READER A You … and you … and you …
Are God’s own people,
chosen to proclaim the acts of God
who called you out of darkness
into his marvellous light.

Once you were no people.

now you are God’s people.

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/extra3
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/extra3

