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Dear friends 
The beginning of any new year is a time when we think of change and hope for a 

brighter future. Many of our hopes for a brighter future, at least in the short term seem 

to have been dashed as we again go into lockdown. The virus appears to be almost out 

of control, our hospitals are struggling to care for an ever increasing number of patients 

and even though a vaccination programme has begun, we do wonder if this time of 

difficulty will ever come to an end! But deep within, we know that things will ultimately come right, that our current 

difficulties will come to an end and that we will be able to return to more regular 

pattern of life. Throughout the ages, people have struggled with the various difficulties 

that have come their way, and against all manner of things that diminish human living, 

often under the most trying circumstances, and yet with perseverance and 

steadfastness, they have overcome their adversity. 
We all hope for greater things and look forward to a brighter day. Whether we struggle 

just to get through our current circumstances or if we are working towards personal 

improvement or directing our efforts towards transforming the world around us, we 

know that such endeavours are never easy. We do our best, but instead of moving 

forward, there are often those times when we feel as though we are merely standing 

still or even losing ground.  Although there may be occasions when we feel pessimistic, we must press forward for if 

we do not, the battle will most certainly be lost. This is true in many areas of life. In 

sport, the competitor who thinks that the race is already won, or the team who don’t 

pull together quickly experience defeat.  The gardener who slackens their efforts 

supposing that “it will do” will soon find that the weeds have beaten them. On the field 

of battle the combatant who believes victory is theirs and loosens their efforts, quickly 

discovers that their enemy gains ground.  If these things be true for our lives in general, how much more are they true for our 

spiritual lives. As Christian people, we face a constant battle as we wrestle with unseen 

powers and principalities and meet the continuing struggle against our own weakness 

and our own poverty of faith. We can quickly become tired with the struggle, we can readily be worn down by 

setbacks and it is at times, tempting to give in to defeat. Our hopes seem to be beyond 

realisation and our dreams are often unfulfilled. 
So how might we find the strength that is required for the living of these days? Where 

might we discover renewed hope and increased vigour? The secret is for us to have a 

vision which looks beyond time and space, and having a goal which is beyond our 

earthly life. It is the secret that Paul speaks of when he writes “I don’t say I’m already 

there and have won the race. But I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus 

took hold of me.” (Philippians 3 v 12)  

Can any good thing come out of the homes where we 
dwell, the church where we serve? I commend to you the 

response of Philip long ago … 

“Come and see.”
This third Sunday in the month service is for all our Bunyan Meeting community. 

Chris’ sermon p. 10
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The Bible is placed 
in the pulpit 
at the beginning 
of our service.
Today’s readings are:
• 1 Samuel 3: 1-10
• John 1: 43-51

Prayers

Almighty God, 
we thank you that our living Lord, 
your divine Son, has two hands; 
one to point the way, 
and one to beckon us forward. 
Summoned and encouraged by his Spirit 
may we follow without delay. 
Amen. 

Our Father who art in heaven 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
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Hymn - Give me joy in my heart

Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising,  
give me joy in my heart, I pray,  
give me joy in my heart, keep me praising,  
keep me praising till the end of day. 
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna,  
sing hosanna to the King of kings!  
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna,  
sing hosanna to the King! 

Give me peace in my heart, keep me resting,  
give me peace in my heart, I pray,  
give me peace in my heart, keep me resting,  
keep me resting till the end of day. 
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna,  
sing hosanna to the King of kings!  
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna,  
sing hosanna to the King! 

Give me love in my heart, keep me serving,  
give me love in my heart, I pray,  
give me love in my heart, keep me serving,  
keep me serving till the end of day. 
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna,  
sing hosanna to the King of kings!  
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna,  
sing hosanna to the King! 

Give me light in my heart, keep me shining,  
give me light in my heart, I pray,  
give me light in my heart, keep me shining,  
keep me shining till the end of day. 
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna,  
sing hosanna to the King of kings!  
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna,  
sing hosanna to the King! 

Words: Traditional

Click for:
Give me joy in my heart

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn1
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Song - This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

Jesus is the light, I’m gonna let him shine 
Jesus is the light, I’m gonna let him shine 
Jesus is the light, I’m gonna let him shine 
Let him shine, let him shine, let him shine. 

I will stomp my feet and I will clap my hands and SHOUT, SHOUT 
I will run around and I’ll jump off the ground and SHOUT, SHOUT

Click here to see & hear the song:
This little light of mine

Eli realised that the Lord was calling the boy. So Eli told Samuel, ‘Go 
and lie down, and if he calls you, say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is 
listening.”’ (1 Samuel 3: 9)

The moving story, of the young Samuel being called by 
God, paints a wonderful picture of the relationship 
between Eli and the boy.  Samuel’s mother Hannah had 
‘lent’ him to the Lord in the temple at Shiloh, where 
he was placed under the care of Eli. (1 Samuel 1: 19-28)

The old priest Eli was like a father to Samuel, and it 
was he who recognised that Samuel was being called by God. Samuel would 
become a prophet and carry out God’s wishes … one day anointing David as King.

Parental figures can have an enormously positive influence. Their actions can inspire 
their children; and an elder or mentor may recognise the potential in young people.

A whole sweep of history can be seen in the victory of 
the Rev’d Raphael Warnock as the first elected 
black US senator from Georgia this month. His mother, 
Verlene Warnock (right), spent her summers as a 
teenager in the 1950s, picking cotton and tobacco to 
supplement the family income. She later became a 
pastor in the pentecostal church.

"Because this is America, the 82-year-old hands that used to pick 
somebody else's cotton went to the polls and picked her youngest son 
to be a United States senator",  Warnock said in a speech shortly after 
his election was confirmed. 

 

Christ
CO F F E E
croissants⁺SUNDAY WORSHIP  

9.30AM. BUNYAN MEETING

Christ
CO F F E E
croissants⁺SUNDAY WORSHIP  

9.30AM. BUNYAN MEETING

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/light
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Manchester United striker, Marcus 
Rashford, continues to campaign for free 
school meals for those who need it during the 
current closures. Rashford has helped to raise 
£20million for FareShare (fighting hunger and 
food waste), and worked with the Manchester 
foodbanks, alongside his mother, Melanie. 

He has previously spoken about how his single mum had to rely on free meals; and 
of his respect for her as she worked 14-hour shifts to feed him and his four siblings 
when they were growing up.

… and an inspiring example of encouraging young people to train as 
missionaries - part of our Nonconformist history in Bedford.

John Jukes (left) minister of Bunyan Meeting, and William 
Alliott minister of Howard Congregational Chapel, founded a 
training college for Missionaries here in Bedford. 

Classes were held at the Howard Manse which stood in St 
Peter’s Street, whilst the young men who attended the college, 
lodged in the town. The college continued throughout Juke's 
ministry until his death in 1866 and the work then transferred 
to Cotton End under the Rev. John Frost and became 
known as Cotton End Academy.

Some sixty young people were trained at Bedford under the watchful eye of Jukes 
and Alliott, and went to serve in the mission fields with the London Missionary 
Society. Mr Towers, former minister at Bunyan Meeting, listed those who trained at 
the college alongside their sphere of service. 

Perhaps the most famous missionary trained 
at Bedford was Griffith John (right) “who 
originally wished to go to Madagascar, had 
his mind turned towards China, mainly 
through the influence of John Jukes.” Griffith 
John served in China for 55 years and was 
influential in establishing the Christian Church 
in that land.  

For many years an old photograph of a group 
of students was to be found on the wall of 
our Deacons’ vestry.
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Colour the story of God calling the boy Samuel
Our first Bible reading (p. 8) tells the story of God calling the young boy Samuel, 
who was living in the temple at Shiloh with the elderly priest Eli. (1 Samuel 3: 1-10)

and three times 
Samuel goes to 
Eli, thinking he 
is calling him.

Samuel’s mother, Hannah, 
presents him to Eli. 
(1 Samuel 1: 19-28)

One night Samuel hears someone 
calling his name …

Eli realised that it is God 
who is calling Samuel … 
so he tells him, ‘Go and 
lie down, and if he calls 
you, say, “Speak, Lord, 
for your servant is 
listening.”’

Click to see the video:
God calls Samuel
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Hymn - Jesus, good above all other

Jesus, good above all other, 
gentle child of gentle mother, 
in a stable born our brother, 
give us grace to persevere. 

Jesus, cradled in a manger, 
for us facing every danger, 
living as a homeless stranger, 
make we thee our King most dear. 

Jesus, for thy people dying, 
risen Master, death defying, 
Lord in heaven, thy grace supplying, 
keep us to thy presence near. 

Jesus, who our sorrows bearest, 
all our thoughts and hopes thou sharest, 
thou to man the truth declarest; 
help us all thy truth to hear. 

Lord, in all our doings guide us; 
pride and hate shall ne'er divide us; 
we'll go on with thee beside us, 
and with joy we'll persevere. 
Percy Dearmer (1867-1936)

Christ in the 
House of His 
Parents
John Everett 
Millais
(1829-1896)
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Click for:
Jesus, good 
above all 
other

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn2
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn2
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn2
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Reading - 1 Samuel 3: 1-10
The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. In those days the word of 
the Lord was rare; there were not many visions.

One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was 
lying down in his usual place. The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel 
was lying down in the house of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then 
the Lord called Samuel.

Samuel answered, ‘Here I am.’ And he ran to Eli and said, ‘Here I am; you called me.’

But Eli said, ‘I did not call; go back and lie down.’ So he went and lay down.

Again the Lord called, ‘Samuel!’ And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, ‘Here I 
am; you called me.’

‘My son,’ Eli said, ‘I did not call; go back and lie down.’

Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: the word of the Lord had not yet been 
revealed to him.

A third time the Lord called, ‘Samuel!’ And Samuel 
got up and went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am; you 
called me.’

Then Eli realised that the Lord was calling the 
boy. So Eli told Samuel, ‘Go and lie down, and if he 
calls you, say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”’ 
So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’

Then Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’

Flowers at 
Bunyan Meeting

The flowers in church this 
week would have been 
provided by Patsy Ingray 
in memory of her husband 
Ernie and son.

Last week’s flowers would 
have been provided by 
Edith Wells in memory of 
Jim, Adrian and Graham.

Click for Tom reading: 1 Samuel 3: 1-10

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/reading1
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Hymn - Hushed was the evening hymn 

Hushed was the evening hymn, 
the temple courts were dark, 
the lamp was burning dim 
before the sacred ark, 
when suddenly a voice divine 
rang through the silence of the shrine. 

The old man, meek and mild, 
the priest of Israel, slept; 
his watch, the temple-child, 
the little Levite, kept; 
and what from Eli's sense was sealed, 
the Lord to Hannah's son revealed. 

O give me Samuel's ear! 
The open ear, O Lord, 
alive and quick to hear 
each whisper of thy word; 
like him to answer at thy call, 
and to obey thee first of all. 

O give me Samuel's heart! 
A lowly heart that waits 
where in thy house thou art, 
or watches at thy gates 
by day and night, a heart that still 
moves at the breathing of thy will. 

O give me Samuel's mind! 
A sweet, unmurm'ring faith, 
obedient and resigned 
to thee in life and death, 
that I may read with childlike eyes 
truths that are hidden from the wise. 

James Drummond Burns (1823-1864)

Click for:
Hushed was 
the evening 

hymn

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn3
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn3
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn3
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Reading - John 1: 43-51
The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to 
him, ‘Follow me.’

Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of 
Bethsaida. Philip found Nathanael and told him, ‘We have found 
the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the 
prophets also wrote – Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’

‘Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?’ Nathanael 
asked.

‘Come and see,’ said Philip.

When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, ‘Here truly is an Israelite in 
whom there is no deceit.’

‘How do you know me?’ Nathanael asked.

Jesus answered, ‘I saw you while you were still under the fig-tree before Philip 
called you.’

Then Nathanael declared, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.’

Jesus said, ‘You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig-tree. You will see 
greater things than that.’ He then added, ‘Very truly I tell you, you will see “heaven 
open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on” the Son of Man.’

Click for Tom reading: John 1: 43-51

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/reading2
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Sermon by the Rev’d Chris Damp
"Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?" Nathanael asked. "Come and see," said 
Philip.” John 1 v 46

Nazareth had a rough reputation. It was not one of the better 
neighbourhoods in which to be brought up. “Can anything good 
come from Nazareth” had become a familiar phrase. But how 
could goodness have been merely a matter of geography, 
location or district? Surely goodness can be found in even the 
meanest of places?

It is the same with the quality of individuals. Many a person of 
great intellectual or artistic genius has had to face prejudice in 
regard to their place of birth, their race or nationality.  We can 

Anthem - Take this moment, sign and space

Take this moment, sign and space; 
take my friends around; 
here among us make the place 
where your love is found.

Take the time to call my name, 
take the time to mend 
who I am and what I've been, 
all I've failed to tend.

Take the tiredness of my days, 
take my past regret, 
letting your forgiveness touch 
all I can't forget.

Take the little child in me 
scared of growing old; 
help me here to find my worth 
made in Christ’s own mould.

Take my talents, take my skills, 
take what's yet to be; 
let my life be yours, and yet 
let it still be me.

John Bell (b. 1949)

Click for:
Take this moment, sign and 

space

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/anthem
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/anthem
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still hear people quietly judging others when they ask which school or university 
somebody attended. Many an individual has had to fight such a thing.

"Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?" Nathanael asked. "Come and 
see," said Philip. Jesus proved this proverb wrong. Goodness, complete goodness, 
was clearly found in Him amid the common tasks of a commonplace town.

Now often we can do ourselves down when we speak of our abilities and gifts in a 
negative way. In doing so, we may close the door on so much possibility and 
potential. We can do the same in our church life: “what can we do, there are few of 
us and we are older people?” We see what others are doing, we can see the church 
advancing here or there, and we believe that great Christian work is possible 
somewhere else and we mislead ourselves into thinking that such things cannot 
happen in our own church! We begin to believe what we tell ourselves. Think about 
which voices we listen to. Then consider how those voices can knock down and 
destroy, whilst another voice can inspire and build up. Great things can and do 
happen here at Bunyan Meeting, but we need to put away these tired phrases, and 
past ideas so that we can be startled into into seeing that amazing things can and 
must happen here at Bunyan, if the miracle of Christian faith is going to be made 
real for us.

But turning back to the theme of goodness. Jesus proved all those who believed 
that nothing good could come out of Nazareth, wrong. Goodness is not geographic. 
It is for all people everywhere. 

Goodness is not found in things; it is a 
quality of the soul. That is something we 
are all inclined to forget. There is a 
wonderful example of such forgetfulness 
in the story of the man who went on 
year after year piling up material 
treasures as though there were 
something inherently fine and splendid in 
them. Jesus said of this man who trusted 
in things: “You fool, this night your soul 
will be required of you.” 

We must not place an undue emphasis upon the material blessings that may come 
our way, for in doing this we imperil the soul. Goodness is not about things, it is a 
quality of the soul.

Goodness has to do with personality, with real people. That is why we worship the 
One who lived the perfect life within the limitations of our human frame. 



 

 Sunday 17 January 2021 page 13

Goodness was found in Him, even though He underwent all that we go through in 
human life. The hymn writer says…

“We see Thee best in Him who came to bear for us the cross of shame.”

Goodness is not lifeless or non-committal thing. Goodness is a wrestling with evil 
things, a quality that does not ignore the difficult or shirk the issue at hand. 
Christians have always believed that there’s a fight to be fought and a battle to be 
won.

We all wrestle with ourselves at times. To follow Christ means that we always have 
to examine our hearts and motives, but we cannot win any great battles with 
ourselves or the world through our own unaided powers. Paul’s experience 
reminds us of this. It was only when he was beaten to his knees and bowed before 
His God in anguish and contrition of spirit that he found his strength in Christ. 
From here onwards, those angry, violent words which had marked his mission were 
gone and praise now poured constantly from his lips. This was his spiritual victory 
that made all things new and Paul himself a new creation. 

"Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” It not only can, but it did. Herein 
lies the ultimate ground of our Christian confidence: God can take the seemingly 
hopeless and unfavourable, and use it effectively for His divine purposes. 

We have seen this miracle happen for ourselves. We may have come across 
somebody who did not have the best of starts in life, perhaps from a rough home, 
brought up in an ugly environment. Yet God has placed his hand upon that individual 
and made of them and the adult into which they grew, a follower of Christ who is 
an example to all. 

Let us turn to a few further thoughts on this theme. 

May we resolve never to submit to the tyranny of the traditional 
way of looking at things. People may say: “No good thing has ever 
come out of Nazareth therefore no good thing will ever come 
out of Nazareth.” This simply does not follow. Be open to the 
possibilities, for our own lives, for the work here at Bunyan, for 
life more generally. There is an exciting future before us as we 
walk with Jesus. 

Let us get away from that attitude of mind that God can perform His miracles 
elsewhere, but never here. How often familiarity breeds contempt of that kind. Yes, 
and how readily we succumb to it. 

This is God’s world and just because it is God’s world, goodness manifests itself in 
the most unexpected places and will go on manifesting itself in the most 
unexpected places. 
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Hymn - Take my life, and let it be

Take my life, and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
take my moments and my days, 
let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands, and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love; 
take my feet, and let them be 
swift and beautiful for thee. 

Take my voice, and let me sing 
always, only, for my King; 
take my lips, and let them be 
filled with messages from thee. 

May we be alert, so that we might see signs of God’s grace and goodness. In the 
story of Samuel, we read: “Then Eli realised that the Lord was calling the boy.” (1 
Sam 3 v 8)  What if Eli had not realised? What if he had poured scorn on Samuel? 
What if he had not believed in the possibilities of God? What then? How different 
the story of Samuel might have have been. Yet how often do we fail to take heed of 
the promptings of God and so hinder His work and power?

"Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?" 
Humanly speaking there is not the slightest reason 
to believe that it should. But we are not dealing 
with humanity alone. We are dealing with the 
wonder of the grace of God in Jesus Christ, and 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit, even the 
desert shall blossom as the rose. What we need is 
a new vision of the difference that God can make 
and inevitably, does make, in the lives of those 
whose hearts are yielded to Him. 

Let’s be honest with ourselves. "Nazareth! Can 
anything good come from there?” Can any good 
thing come out of Bedford? Can any good thing 
come out of the homes where we dwell, the 
church where we serve? I commend to you the 
response of Philip long ago “Come and see.”

Take my silver and my gold; 
not a mite would I withhold; 
take my intellect, and use 
every power as thou shalt choose. 

Take my will, and make it thine: 
it shall be no longer mine; 
take my heart: it is thine own; 
it shall be thy royal throne. 

Take my love; my Lord, I pour 
at thy feet its treasure-store; 
take myself, and I will be 
ever, only, all for thee. 

Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879)

Philip brings Nathanael to Jesus 
by Harold Copping

Click for: Take my life, and let it be

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn4
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Prayers

Heavenly Father, thank you that you are loved of the whole 
world; that you are a God of love; that you sent your Son Jesus, 
who is light and love. 

Forgive us, we pray, for the days we do not seek your will; when 
we resist your love and think only of ourselves. 

Help us to look to you and to listen to what you want us to do, 
as Samuel did; and to follow, you as Philip and Nathanael did. 

In Jesus name.  Amen.

Dear God, thank you for helping us in every part of our lives … especially at this 
difficult time. 

We pray that people all around the world are safe, and are willing to keep trying to 
keep other safe. 

We that pray that people that are lonely will find 
comfort in your love and grace, so that their isolation 
will feel less isolated. 

We pray that anyone who has lost a loved one, or has a 
loved one in hospital, can be warmed by your love 
during this difficult time. 

We pray that you will show us hope for the New Year, 
and the light at the end of the tunnel. 

In the name of Jesus, who holds us all.  Amen.

Click for Alistair: Let us pray …
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Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

The Grace 
And may the grace  
of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the love of God,  
and the fellowship  
of the Holy Spirit,  
be with us all, evermore.  
Amen.

Hymns in today’s service are used By Permission. CCL Licence No. 3740
The texts are from the New International Version (UK) of the Bible

Hymn - There is a Redeemer
There is a Redeemer, 
Jesus, God's own Son, 
precious Lamb of God, 
Messiah, Holy One. 
Thank you, O my Father, 
for giving us your Son, 
and leaving your Spirit 
'til the work on earth is done. 

Jesus, my Redeemer, 
name above all names, 
precious Lamb of God, 
Messiah, O for sinners slain. 
Thank you, O my Father, 
for giving us your Son, 
and leaving your Spirit 
'til the work on earth is done. 

When I stand in glory, 
I will see his face, 
and there I'll serve 
my King forever, 
in that holy place. 
Thank you, O my Father, 
for giving us your Son, 
and leaving your Spirit 
'til the work on earth is done. 

Keith Green (1953-1982)

Click for: There is a redeemer

mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn5
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Resources - The Bible Project: Book of Samuel & Gospel of John
Our first reading is taken from the beginning of the Book of Samuel, and tells of 
God’s call to the young Samuel in the temple at Shiloh. The story of the Prophet 
Samuel is divided into two books in the Bible - Samuel 1 and Samuel 2. 

The Bible Project has a video on the background, 
context and message for each of these books … and 
can be seen by clicking below:

Click for: The Bible Project - Samuel / 1

Click for: The Bible Project - Samuel / 2

The second reading starts at the beginning of John’s gospel, giving us the story of 
Jesus calling his first disciples … particularly the call of Nathanael. 

The Bible Project has videos on this gospel, and you may click below to hear 
about the first twelve chapters of John.

Click for: The Bible Project - John chapters 1-12

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/extra2
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/extra3
https://youtu.be/G-2e9mMf7E8
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Activities - Word search on the call of Samuel 
The words may go up or down; side to side; or diagonally.
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