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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/21
SUNDAY 6 SEPTEMBER 2020

Dear friends 

We have been working for several weeks on plans for re-opening the church for Sunday 
worship. Last Tuesday we held a rehearsal and several members of the congregation 
came along to run through the procedures that we will need to follow on a Sunday. The 
rehearsal was successful and helped us to put all our planning into practice, but its also 
raised several issues to which we will need to give further thought. We are planning a 
second rehearsal on Tuesday 15th September at 11am. If any of you are able to 
come along that would be much appreciated. Please let the church office know if you 
are able to attend. This second rehearsal will help the Stewards to be sure of their 
duties and will also give members of the congregation a sense of what attending church 
on a Sunday will entail. 

When we eventually open the church, the members of the congregation will be 
encouraged to book ahead by email or phone to the church office, so we can place the 
appropriate number of chairs out in the church. 

On arrival at church the congregation will have to wait outside in an 
appropriately spaced line and when admitted they must sanitise their 
hands and will then be directed to their seats. We must keep a record of 
worshipper’s names and contact details and face masks must be worn 
by those who are not exempt, at all times inside the building. There will be 
no singing, although we can listen to music. Personal items such as coats 
and bags must be kept with you at all times and following the service the 
Stewards will dismiss the congregation row by row.  

When we start to meet for worship, our service will continue to be available on line and 
paper copies will be delivered as usual. This means that those who do not wish to 
attend a face to face service will still be able to worship in just the same way as they 
have done over recent months. 

The Deacons will meet on the 16th September and will review the possibility of opening 
the church again for services later in the month.  

Please keep sending your articles for our News Letter direct to me at: 
chrisdamp@mac.com  
or by post to the church office for my attention. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

“Stand at the crossroads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths, where the good way 
lies; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls.” 

Jeremiah 6 v 16 
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Hope Bedford   

We need more volunteers for the Hope Space in town. 
We need you to pray or host in the Hope Space Shop at 
2 All Hallows, Bedford (next to Costa Coffee). 
Is God calling you to serve in this way? 
Please pray about it and/or come to have a look. 

For more details contact:   
Pip Elphick: pipelphick@gmail.com     Tel. 07590 453282. 

More volunteers means increasing our opening times. 
More people can be reached with the Gospel! 

Ruth Blake writes:  

Free to a good home. 

As maybe a lot of other people have done, I have been having a sort out. I have got craft 
stuff like card blanks with envelopes & ribbon; embroidery threads in Anchor; and 
DMC no. black or white; cross stitch books. No, I am not giving up on these, I just have 
way too much stuff. These are free to whoever wants them, but if you want to give - 
please give the money to the church.  Contact me for more information. 

Ruth 

Ken Wells writes:  

Tempsford  - The Joes 

My recent article on the WW2 airfields in Bedfordshire would not be complete without 
looking at the work and functions of probably one of the least known airfields in the 
UK, mainly because it was not involved in bombing or fighting. 

To start with all the aircraft operating from Tempsford were for transport only, they 
consisted of Lockheed Hudsons, Armstrong Whiteleys, Handley Page Halifaxes and 
Westland Lysanders. They flew out to occupied Europe dropping members of the 
Special Operations Executive (SOE - known as Joes). The agents underwent training in 

espionage in Scotland and parachuting in Manchester. They were then 
lodged in one of the large houses in the Tempsford area, such as Hazells 
Hall at Sandy. They remained there until being called to go on their 
mission. Before leaving they would pick up their arms etc. from the barn 
that stood on the edge of the airfield. When dropping agents, the 
aircraft would also drop explosives and items that the local resistance 
groups could use to sabotage the German war machine. All the agents 
would have been able to communicate with the patriots they met up with. 

The Lysander aircraft were a light single engine, small craft that could land and take off 
in confined spaces, so these were used to pick up the agents when they had completed 
their mission. 

Many names come to mind of SOE agents who flew out - such as Yeo Thomas, Peter 
and Oddette Churchill and Violette Szabo. I am reporting the exploits of two brave 
young Czech agents, they were RSM Josef Gabelk and RSM Jan Kubis who were 
flown out and parachuted to land near Prague. They soon linked up with three agents 
already there and were taken to a safe house which was the centre of resistance in 

A Westland Lysander
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Prague. It was the crypt of the Orthodox Cathedral of St. Cyril and Methodius. Their 
mission was to assassinate the Prague City German Commandant, Reinhard Heydrich. 
Heydrich had already been responsible for the deaths of many thousands of men and 
women in other occupied countries. 

The opportune day came when Heydrich was taken on a parade through Prague in an 
open-top car. Galbeck stepped forward to shoot Heydrich with his Sten-gun and it 
failed to go off. In stepped Kubis who lobbed a hand grenade which worked and 
Heydrich was taken to hospital, and died six days later. Sadly a traitor disclosed to the 

Germans that the agents were housed in the crypt, so the Germans 
surrounded the Cathedral on the 8th June 1942 and forced a way in, 
then shot or killed the agents - unless they already hadn’t taken their 
own lives. The Germans then rounded up and shot dead Bishop 
Garazo, two Priests and 252 members of the Cathedral. 

One of the pilots involved in dropping the agents, Group Captain Ron 
Hockey, helped the Cathedral folk at the war’s end to establish an 
appropriate museum in the crypt, complete with the bullet holes in 
the masonry. 

As another reprisal for Heydrich’s assassination, the Germans surrounded the village 
of Lidice on the outskirts of Prague, a small mining village, and shot all the men dead 
and carried all the women and children off to German concentration camps. They then 
set fire to the village and burnt it to the ground. 

There are two memorials in Tempsford, the barn from which the agents collected the 
arms etc. on the edge of what was the airfield; and the other is a stone memorial in the 
village close to the Wheatsheaf pub, containing all the names of those brave men and 
women who left Tempsford and never returned. 

‘And in the morning we will remember them.’                                                                

Queenie Murdie writes: 

A big ‘thank you’ to all for the continuing weekly Service Sheets. They are such a 
blessing to me and I feel more connected with the Bunyan Fellowship since receiving 
them than I have during the two and a half years that I have been unable to attend 
church services. God bless you all. It is also good to hear the ‘goings on’ of members in 
the News Sheets, especially how they arrived to worship in our historic and friendly 
church, which is as warm and welcoming as ever.  

With love and so many thanks to you all. 

Queenie. 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to two of our young people on their recent exam results. 

Alistair Porteous and William Roberts who both achieved almost identical grades 
in their recent GCSEs with 7s, 8s and 9s – the top grades. Fantastic results – well done. 
Coincidentally they are both now off to Kimberley College (a STEM College) to study 
totally different A levels. Alistair to study English, French and Philosophy and William 
Physics, Maths and Fine Arts! Best wishes to them both for a happy and successful 
future. 

Cherry Protheroe. 

Cathedral of St. Cyril 
and Methodius, Prague

Part of the museum in 
the crypt.
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Ken Thomas asks - What day is it? 

I got talking to an elderly lady on my morning stroll. She was on her way to an 
appointment that she had every Friday. I pointed out that it was Thursday – she took 
some convincing. 

I understood her confusion. Prior to lockdown I had to check my diary before I went to 
bed as I had two volunteer mornings at the hospital, Wednesday pm at the museum 
and the U3A, in addition to some other social events.   

Now with an empty diary I rise around 7, have breakfast, prepare my lunch, go for my 
morning walk (exercise) then home for the rest of the day. 

Apart from a couple of phone calls in the evening every day is the same. I don’t need to 
know what day it is or the date except at the weekend when I see my grandchildren. I 
am in their bubble. 

We hear a lot about mental health issues as a result of the isolation but personally I 
take solace that there are many in a worst state than me, at least I have my health and a 
garden, and the grandchildren nearby. 

The U3A’s newsletter every couple of days and the Bunyan’s News Letter are a 
reminder that there is life out there, and they are appreciated. I do admire the way folk 
found new hobbies and revived forgotten talents. I only wish I had their enthusiasm 
but I tell myself daily that we must be over half way by now. 

Keep safe,  
Ken 

Cathie Corfield 

Cathie’s funeral was held last Wednesday at the Crematorium and was conducted by 
our minister. Cathie became a member at Bunyan just over two years ago and was a 
regular worshipper at both the morning and evening services and at our Wednesday 
lunch time service. Cathie was born on a farm in the Cotswolds and moved to Bedford 
when she married. She worked for a while at E. P. Rose and later for the Post Office 
Telephones.  

In retirement, Cathie became very involved in the Burma Star Association, she 
volunteered with talking newspapers and was a member of the Bowling Club.  

Cathie had two children, four grandchildren and four great grandchildren. We give 
thanks for Cathie’s life and Christian witness and we hold her family in our prayers. 

For Your Prayers 

Please remember Ruth Blake; Jean Bodger; Wendy Carter; Janet Barratt;  
Raj Sandhu & family, especially Raj’s father; and the family of Cathie Corfield.

Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

Telephone 01234 213722
email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk
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