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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/48
SUNDAY 28 MARCH 2021

Dear Friends, 

Whilst out for a walk through the old cemetery I came upon a gravestone erected to the 
memory of Noah Pratt who died on December 19th, 1855 aged ninety years. The 
stone was erected by the “church and congregation assembling at Bunyan Meeting of 
which the deceased was a consistent member for seventy years.” 

Noah became a member at Bunyan Meeting on October 13th, 1785 towards the close of 
Joshua Symonds’ ministry. At the time of his admission to the church, Noah lived in 
Kimbolton and so would have had a very long and difficult journey to attend worship. 
Noah would have later sat under the ministry of Samuel Hillyard and then John Jukes. 
When Hillyard became the Minister, there was a division in the church over baptism 
and those with Baptist views left to form Mill Street Baptist Church. Hillyard, anxious 
to avoid any further division in the church was responsible for the church Trust 
Document which states that we would practice both infant and believers baptism at 
Bunyan Meeting. Noah, remained a member at Bunyan, but was no doubt greatly 
troubled by the division and difficulty that had scarred the life of the church. I don’t 
suppose we will ever know how Noah felt about those friends from whom he was now 
separated as they went to form a new church. 

Noah remained a “consistent member” at Bunyan. He would have been familiar with 
the “Old Meeting” for this was his spiritual home, and one wonders how he would have 
felt as he watched this building being taken down. Was he perhaps at the forefront of 
change, being conscious that the church had to adapt to meet the needs of the coming 
generations? Or was he one of the people who would have gladly clung to the past and 
the familiar? Whatever his personal feelings, his support of the church never waned. 
He was probably present at the opening of the present Meeting House in 1850, and 
would have been familiar with Mr Ward who led the singing, for there was no organ in 
those days. Watts’ Hymns and Psalms was still used by the church in those days for the 
first Congregational Hymn Book was only published in 1855. 

We know little of Noah Pratt, but we do know that he was a loyal member of Bunyan 
Meeting and a faithful follower of Jesus Christ. I don’t suppose that in years to come 
future generations will know much of the detail of our own lives, but God always 
knows. He knows our doubts and fears, our hopes and our striving. Even though others 
may know little of our acts of Christian service and dedication to Christ, such things do 
not go unnoticed by our Father in heaven. “Be faithful until death, and I will give you 
the crown of life.” (Revelation 2 v 10) 

Please keep sending your articles for our News Letter direct to me 
at chrisdamp@mac.com or by post to the church office for my attention. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

“Then those who feared the Lord spoke with one another. The Lord paid attention and 
heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before Him of those who feared 
the Lord and esteemed his name.” Malachi 3 v 16 

mailto:chrisdamp@mac.com
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Easter Sunday Service 

There will be a short service on Easter Sunday morning at 11.00am in the church 
garden. Please bring your umbrellas if rain looks likely! 

Sunday Worship 

Due to the current lockdown, Bunyan Meeting will now be closed for face to face 
worship until further notice. Our services will continue to be distributed by email and 
delivered to those without access to the internet. 

Naomi Sherman writes: 

At the start of lockdown, my daughter introduced me to Zooming. It was brilliant being 
able to see and chat to her, the cat and sometimes my lovely son-in-law. This enabled 
me to meet with some of the “Come and Sing” community choir, and to continue to 
continue singing once a week as usual. I won’t bore you with details of all Zoom’s other 
offerings such as Church meetings, Art appreciation lectures, Rothsay Education 
Centre classes, a Christmas Concert. 

I have also been most grateful for the Sunday Worship material that has been made 
available by David Walker and a dedicated band of helpers. 

However I do look forward to when we can meet up as a proper congregation again. 

Naomi  

A Message from the church in Myanmar 

Greetings  

As you know us we are living now in uncertainty, in the most difficult times. Please 
pray for Grace [orphanage and school] children and Myanmar. 

Due to the prevailing situations in Myanmar, most of Missionaries who serve in 
Yangon divisions, they have been back to their native lands. Myanmar Mission efforts 
are being served by indigenous Missionaries and most are from our Chin state. 

Pease pray for Grace home in Yangon, Grace school in Mission field and Mission 
workers. 

www.ccomygracechildrensministry.org 

Pray  for safety and daily basic needs for the Ministries. Due to recent change, 
prevailing situations, no one go outside for work since February. We are now feeding a 
numbers of people who have no food. My office and Church, Grace home is being 
under Martial law.  

Thanks for the prayer.  

Elvis  

Some thoughts from the Rev. Leonard H. Towers - by Helen Kennedy 

Looking one day at the window in Bunyan Meeting which depicts John Bunyan poised 
with pen in hand in Bedford Gaol,  presumably writing The Pilgrim’s Progress, I also 
read the names of the ministers which decorate its edge and made up my mind to 
create a display about them (see next page).  

Rev’d Dr Elvis Sa Do

http://www.ccomygracechildrensministry.org
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To put some flesh on their bones I spent many happy hours sifting through old church 
minutes, newsletters and newspaper articles from the past. During the course of this 
research I came across some words which came to mind this week with the news that 
we are to increase our nuclear defence capacity.  

The words are that of Leonard Towers M. A. - Minister of Bunyan Meeting from 
1938-1947.  At the time of reading they made a big impression on me.  

His words on the release of the atom bomb:  

“There can scarcely have been one of us who did not feel at his heart the clutch of fear 
- fear because we had unleashed a new source of power which could blast mankind 
out of existence … The fact that the release of atomic energy has been first made as a 
weapon of war, is part of the tragedy of man’s life on earth.  But in itself it is God’s 
gift to mankind... It might no less, and doubtless will be used for purposes of 
construction.” 

Perceptive words giving much food for thought.  

Helen 

Redecorating of the Church 

Work is continuing to redecorate the church. The front of the 
gallery and everything below the gallery has now been painted and 
two weeks ago the church was filled with scaffolding so that the 
higher level work could commence. It is estimated that the work 
will be completed by the end of June.  
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Audrey Mehew writes: 

Thank you again for another lovely on line Service for me to follow on my ancient 
computer. Love it when the children take part. I really feel as if I am sitting in Bunyan. 
The service is always so uplifting with the carefully chosen readings, the sermon and 
the choirs etc. It does not seem possible that a year has passed and I look forward to 
when we can all meet up again having had our jabs and I have been able to go to my 
hairdresser to have my extremely long hair cut! 

Audrey 

Constance Coltman 

Constance Coltman was the first women ordained to the Christian ministry by a 
mainstream denomination in the UK. Constance was ordained to the Kings Weigh 
House Congregational Church in Mayfair on 17th September, 1917.  
A new book about Constance Coltman, edited by Janet Wootton, has just been, just 
published: 
https://www.congregational.org.uk/news-and-events-latest-news/latest-
news/post/675- 

Creatures of habit by Ken Thomas 
One of my greatest pleasures pre lockdown was to go out for lunch. I had three local 
restaurants I went to where staff got to know me and in truth, knew what I was going to 
order. I would sit there quite happily on my own just thinking, sometimes chatting to 
the staff and enjoying the food. Of course that stopped abruptly during lockdown. 
When eateries had reopened I have been out a few times but in all honesty, apart from 
one occasion when I met up with a couple of friends, the visits have not had the same 
enjoyment. I suppose I just got out of the habit. 
Some years ago I used to watch the Bedford Blues on a Saturday. One Boxing Day we 
had a heavy snowstorm and volunteers had to sweep the snow away to let play go on. 
During the match I stood in one place for the two hours and the next day I had a 
terrible pain in my toes. I had caught chilblains. I wasn’t aware how painful they could 
be. By the time I was completely cured the season had ended and in the meantime I 
had arranged to meet a few friends on a Saturday afternoon at a local pub where we 
watched sport on the seven screens dotted about. I have never gone back to the rugby 
ground. I got out of the habit.      
At the U3A we have over sixty groups and no doubt members would note in their 
diaries in January most of the days when they were not available for anything else. 
Those days are now free and I wonder, or rather should hope that we will all want to 
restart the groups we supported and life will go on as before, but I doubt it. 
For some tastes will have changed. They may have been coming to an end of the 
particular interest they had and will now want to start something new. The real fear is 
that some will have got so used to not socialising, not getting up and going out, 
especially those that were shielding, that they will not return. Others may still have a 
fear of meeting up for a very long time. There is no date yet of course but thinking 
ahead, I believe it so important that when we do come together again, if we find 
someone missing everyone will make every effort to search them out and give a gentle 
push. 

Keep safe, Ken 

https://www.congregational.org.uk/news-and-events-latest-news/latest-news/post/675-
https://www.congregational.org.uk/news-and-events-latest-news/latest-news/post/675-
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Be Alert! 

There are various emails and text messages circulating which appear to be sent by the 
Post Office. The Post Office is warning people to delete such messages straight away. 
The message, or email, says that a parcel could not be delivered and that you will have 
to pay a fee of £1.99 or perhaps £2.99 for delivery. 

If you click on the link they provide it takes you to an apparent Royal Mail website 
which then asks you to click to a link and fill in a form with personal details which 
could be used to steal your identity, or used to target you with other scams. Royal Mail 
will never do this, but would post you a grey card with the right information. 

Also do nothing if you get a telephone message telling you that your Amazon account 
has been charged for £399 and, if not, to press 1; or from HMRC regarding your 
National Insurance information, or that they will be instructing bailiffs. Be alert to such 
scams and remember to never give out any of your personal details.  

Andrew Duthie 

Mission Impossible? 

Could that be threading a needle with invisible thread? 

Think about it for a second or two, and whilst you are doing that, consider that the 
human hair is approx. 0.1mm in diameter, the Covid-19 virus is 1/100th the size of a 
hair.  

Something so small but so deadly! 

Roll on April 12th, a haircut, so that I will no long resemble an old English sheepdog. 

Brian Cornish 

UP THE LADDER: QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

So, who did go up the ladder and what were they doing (apart from risking life and 
limb!)?  

Easter, a time for new birth 

Bored with day-time TV? Looking for something a bit different?  Why not tune in to 
The Wakefield Peregrine Project - broadcast in real time on YouTube - and watch a pair 
of falcons as they start a new family - in a nest box high above 
Wakefield in the cathedral spire: 

https://youtu.be/6sDVUK5xxTY 

By the time you read this News Letter, they should be sitting on a 
couple of eggs! 

If, like me, you get hooked on this kind of thing, you can also 
watch a pair of White Storks in their nest, somewhere in 
Germany: 

https://youtu.be/JhajwzEv1Fo 

Enjoy! Ian Rowlands. 

Left What was happening at both nests 
at 7.35am on Thursday 25 March

One of the peregrine 
falcons

https://youtu.be/6sDVUK5xxTY
https://youtu.be/JhajwzEv1Fo
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What a man is, depends largely on what he does when he has nothing to do. 

A person who kicks up a dust often clears the atmosphere. 

Strong trees splinter in the wind, but the grass blade survives because it can bend. 

Submitted by Ken Wells 

Bunyan Anniversary Project 2021-22 

“A collaborative project between John Bunyan Museum & Library, Bunyan Meeting, 
and the Basement at Bunyan Gallery. 

John Bunyan Museum is on a journey to challenge its own artistic practice and to 
engage more people in the collections and the life and works of John Bunyan, and the 
history of Bunyan Meeting and its people.  

John Bunyan Museum works to make the collections, depicting John Bunyan’s life and 
times and the story of Bunyan Meeting, more exciting and appealing for audiences 
young and old.  

The anniversary years are an opportunity to celebrate the Heritage of the site –
spiritual, historical, and artistic. Capturing, sharing, and celebrating the stories of 
people who have worked and worshiped at Bunyan Meeting over the years. 

The 350th anniversary of the Bunyan Meeting site as a place of worship, the 75th 
anniversary of the opening of John Bunyan Museum & Library, and the 5th 
anniversary of the opening of the community art venue the Basement at Bunyan. John 
Bunyan Museum are delighted to be working closely in partnership with Bunyan 
Meeting and the Basement at Bunyan on this project. 

Bunyan Meeting has such a rich heritage in Bedford, this project will give the 
opportunity to share and celebrate its stories with the community and each other. 
Many people come to Bunyan for a love of the heritage it represents, and we engage 
with them through collections and great art projects. 

Under the current situation of the Covid-19 pandemic, our close community: 
volunteers, members, congregation, and workshop groups, have become isolated. This 
project will help support their needs and strengthen our link with our local community. 

We are already doing great work to make our collections more exciting and appealing 
for audiences. This project will give us the opportunity to do so much more. We want to 
engage more with our local community and share the stories, experiences, and creation 
of great art in our museum with Bedford’s community.” 

These were the words submitted by Nicola on the application to Arts Council England 
which got us the grant of almost £15K for this project. [There were some amazing 
images too but not space to reproduce them here unfortunately.] 

The steering group has had its first meeting and now sub groups will be set up to work 
on the 3 parts of the project: museum, church and basement. We do hope as many of 
you as possible will be involved in some way or another, so please do let Helen and 
Jennifer; Chris, Janet and David; and Anne-Marie and Myra know if you have ideas or 
would like to support parts of the project. More details will follow in the coming weeks 
from the 3 groups. 

Cherry Protheroe 



 

News Letter Page 7

Tech Team Tips 

How to make the most of the YouTube videos in the Service Sheet. 

1. Adverts 
We’ve removed those distracting (and sometimes inappropriate) adverts just before the 
YouTube videos.  Occasionally adverts will still appear at the bottom of the video while 
it’s playing, but you can close them by clicking the x in the top right hand corner of the 
advert. 

2. Subtitles 
You may find it helpful to turn on subtitles. Click on the left hand icon (bottom left of 
the video) to switch them on and off. They are generated automatically without 
punctuation or capitals. Be warned - you can get some amusing examples - ‘Bunyan 
Meeting’ becomes ‘bunion meeting’ and Bedford’s river, ‘the river great oohs’! 

3. Full screen 

If you want the video to fill your whole screen, click on the far right icon. To return to a 
smaller view either press the esc key on your keyboard or click again on the icon. 

We’ve all learned a lot about the digital world in the last year and we’re sure others 
have too. Maybe you have some hints and tips to share and this could be an occasional 
column in the News Letter? 

The Church Website Team 
Ann Davies, Ian Rowlands, Lydia Saul, David Walker, Janet Wootton 

The BMS Birthday Scheme  

If you wish to support the BMS through their Birthday Scheme, please contact 
Margaret Ormerod. It’s a great way to celebrate a birthday. Thank you for your 
support.  
Belated birthday greetings to Jenny Gunton who celebrated her birthday last week.  
Members of the Scheme can make donations online at bmsworldmission.org 
quoting our church reference number which  is 7. Or you can send your donation to 
Margaret Ormerod at 32, Wheathouse Close, Bedford. MK41 8JX. Or simply wait until 
we are back at church and hand it to me there.   
Many thanks, Margaret   

Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

http://bmsworldmission.org
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Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

Telephone 01234 213722
email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

For Your Prayers  

Please remember: Bob Allen; Brian and Anne Tolley; Pam Drysdale;  
Alan and Dorothy Nicholas on the death of Dorothy’s brother in Australia. In 
recent weeks Alan and Dorothy have also lost two sisters-in-law. 

mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

