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Sunday 6 June 2021 
BUNYAN MEETING BEDFORD
MORNING WORSHIP
WITH COMMUNION

Morning Worship with 
Communion this Sunday in the 

garden of Bunyan Meeting at 
11.00am - All Welcome
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Thoughts and Prayers
Given a thoroughgoing faith and love for Jesus Christ, 
there is nothing at all that will not be obvious to you; 
for life begins and ends with those two qualities. 
Faith is the beginning, and love is the end; 
and the union of the two together is God. 
St Ignatius of Antioch

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

Sunday 6 June 2021
Morning Worship 
with Communion 

This morning’s readings are:

• 1 Samuel 8: 4-11 and 16-20 

• 2 Corinthians 4:13 to 5:1
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Hymn - Immortal, invisible, God only wise
Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 

To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
and wither and perish; but nought changeth thee. 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
all laud we would render: O help us to see 
'tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 

Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-1908)

Click for:
Immortal, 
invisible, 

God only 
wise

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos2/hymn1
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos2/hymn1
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos2/hymn1
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos2/hymn1
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‘Shine, Jesus, shine … may our lives tell your story’ *

We continue to look forward to our Church’s 350th 
anniversary next year … in preparation for which, we are 
planning a sharing and celebration of ‘Faith Stories’ among 
our members - both young and old. 

For inspiration and encouragement, our Service Sheets 
feature Christians whose ‘lives tell … of Christ’s … story’. 

Augustine - Priest, Preacher and Bishop of Hippo
Born in 354, Augustine came from a Berber (North African) 
background. In his youth, though influenced by his mother Monica’s 
devout Christianity, Augustine lived a hedonistic lifestyle, mixing with 
young men, boastful of their sexual exploits; and having a concubine for 

over fifteen years. Despite this, Augustine was a brilliant scholar and studied 
in Carthage, and taught in Rome and Milan.

It was in Milan that Augustine’s dormant Christian faith was rekindled 
through meeting with Ambrose … of whom Augustine said, ‘That man  

 of God received me as a father would, and welcomed my coming as a   
 good bishop should.’ Ambrose’s influence helped to force Augustine to 

acknowledge the battle within himself between his desire for God and 
his own strong, passionate sexual nature … hence his famously insincere prayer, 
‘Grant me chastity and continence, but not yet.’

Augustine’s conversion to Christianity, at the age of 31, was finally prompted by 
hearing a child’s voice saying ‘take up 
and read’, causing him to open St Paul’s 
writings to the church in Rome: ‘Let us 
behave decently, as in the daytime, not 
in carousing and drunkenness, not in 
sexual immorality and debauchery, not 
in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe 
yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and do not think about how to gratify 
the desires of the flesh’ (Romans 13: 13-14).

He wrote an account of his conversion 
in his Confessions (extract - see right).

350th
ANNIVERSARY

* from ‘Lord, the light of your love is shining’ by Graham Kendrick (b. 1959)

“For see, thou wast within and I was 
without … 

Thou didst call and cry aloud, and 
didst force open my deafness. 

Thou didst gleam and shine, and 
didst chase away my blindness. 

Thou didst breathe fragrant odours 
and I drew in my breath; and now I 
pant for thee. 

I tasted, and now I hunger and thirst. 
Thou didst touch me, and I burned 
for thy peace.” From ‘Confessions’ by Augustine

Earliest known 
portrait of Saint 
Augustine in a 
6th-century fresco, 
Lateran, Rome
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Clive Staples Lewis 

C. S. Lewis, born in 1898, was raised within a 
Christian family, but the early death of his mother 
and his remote father’s unrequited grief, convinced 
him that the God he had met in the Bible was ‘if 
not cruel, at least a vague abstraction’. By the 
time he was 15 he had become an avowed atheist. 

As first a student, and later a tutor, Lewis made his home at Oxford, and became 
increasingly influenced by the works of Christian authors such as George 
MacDonald and G. K. Chesterton; and by his friends J. R. R. Tolkien and Hugo Dyson.

The promptings from God were always present during these years 
of pain, doubt and searching and God was soon to be encountered 
in a dramatic and life-changing way.

At the age of 31, C. S. Lewis was brought into Christianity like a 
prodigal, ‘kicking, struggling, resentful, and darting eyes in every 
direction for a chance to escape.’ 

‘You must picture me alone in that room in Magdalen’, he writes, 
‘night after night, feeling, whenever my mind lifted even for a second from my 
work, the steady, unrelenting approach of Him whom I so earnestly desired not to 
meet.’ 

C. S. Lewis - the most ‘reluctant convert in all England’ - would go on to become 
one of the greatest Christian writers of the 20th century.

“… I gave in, and admitted 
that God was God, and 
knelt and prayed: perhaps, 
that night, the most 
dejected and reluctant 
convert in all England.”
From ‘Surprised by Joy’ by C. S. Lewis

Thomas Binney
Born in 1798 to Presbyterian parents, Thomas Binney spent his early life 
as a bookseller’s apprentice. He became a Congregationalist and 
entered Wymondley Seminary in Hertfordshire. 

Around 1822 he served for about one year as pastor 
of the New (Howard) Meeting in Bedford (right); followed by five 
years at St James’s Street Chapel, Newport on the Isle of Wight.

In 1829, Thomas Binney began a forty-year ministry at the 
Weigh House in London, exercising a great influence on religious life nationally and 
internationally, through his writings and preaching.

Nonconformist worship benefitted greatly through Thomas Binney’s influence. He 
introduced the practice of chanting the Psalms and is remembered for the well-
known hymn ‘Eternal Light! Eternal Light!’ … that appears in this Service on page 7.
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Reading - 1 Samuel 8: 4-11 and 16-20

So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah. They 
said to him, ‘You are old, and your sons do not follow your ways; now appoint a 
king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.’

But when they said, ‘Give us a king to lead us,’ this displeased Samuel; so he prayed 
to the Lord. And the Lord told him: ‘Listen to all that the people are saying to you; 
it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. As they 
have done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me 
and serving other gods, so they are doing to you. Now listen to them; but warn 
them solemnly and let them know what the king who will 
reign over them will claim as his rights.’

Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who 
were asking him for a king. He said, ‘This is what the king 
who will reign over you will claim as his rights: he will take 
your sons and make them serve with his chariots and horses, 
and they will run in front of his chariots.

Your male and female servants and the best of your cattle and donkeys he will take 
for his own use. He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will become 
his slaves. When that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the king you have 
chosen, but the Lord will not answer you in that day.’

But the people refused to listen to Samuel. ‘No!’ they said. ‘We want a king over 
us. Then we shall be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out 
before us and fight our battles.’

Flowers at Bunyan Meeting

The flowers in 
church would have 
been provided by 
Margaret 
Richardson in 
memory of her 
husband Bruce. 

Click for Alison reading: 
1 Samuel 8: 4-11 and 16-20

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos2/reading1
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Hymn - Eternal light! Eternal light!
Eternal light! Eternal light! 
How pure the soul must be, 
when, placed within thy searching sight, 
it shrinks not, but with calm delight 
can live and look on thee. 

The spirits that surround thy throne 
may bear the burning bliss; 
but that is surely theirs alone, 
since they have never, never known 
a fallen world like this. 

O how shall I, whose native sphere 
is dark, whose mind is dim, 
before the Ineffable appear, 
and on my naked spirit bear 
the uncreated beam. 

There is a way for man to rise 
to that sublime abode: 
an offering and a sacrifice, 
a Holy Spirit’s energies, 
an Advocate with God. 

These, these prepare us for the sight 
of holiness above; 
the sons of ignorance and night 
can dwell in the eternal light, 
through the eternal love. 

Thomas Binney (1798-1874)

Click for:
Eternal light! 
Eternal light!

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos2/hymn2
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos2/hymn2
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Reading - 2 Corinthians 4:13 to 5:1

It is written: ‘I believed; therefore I have spoken.’ Since we have that same spirit 
of faith, we also believe and therefore speak, because we know that the one who 
raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us 
with you to himself. All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching 
more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet 
inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary 
troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we 
fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is 
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building 
from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands.

Anthem - Jesus, these eyes have never seen

Jesus, these eyes have never seen 
that radiant form of thine; 
the veil of sense hangs dark between 
thy blessèd face and mine. 

I see thee not, I hear thee not, 
yet art thou oft with me; 
and earth hath ne'er so dear a spot 
as where I meet with thee. 

Yet, though I have not seen, and still 
must rest in faith alone, 
I love thee, dearest Lord, and will, 
unseen, but not unknown. 

When death these mortal eyes shall seal, 
and still this throbbing heart, 
the rending veil shall thee reveal 
all glorious as thou art. 
Ray Palmer (1808-1887)

Click for:
Jesus, these eyes have never seen

Click for Geoff reading: 
2 Corinthians 4:13 to 5:1

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos2/reading2
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos2/anthem
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Sermon by our Minister - The Rev’d Chris Damp
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is 
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”  2 Corinthians 4 v 18

In these words, Paul draws a distinction between the passing and the permanent, 
between the temporal and the eternal, between things that are seen and things 
that are not seen, and then makes this striking assertion about them. The things 
which are seen are temporary but the things which are not seen are eternal.

Paul, and those early Christians were characterised by a sense of the spiritual, 
the heavenly and eternal. They looked not to things that were seen by the human 
eye such as the riches, honours and pleasures of life. They were not eager for 
these; things better and more substantial commanded their regard. They looked 
at the things that were not seen. How was that possible? Who can see the 
invisible? The prophet Elisha could. When the city of Dothan was surrounded  by 
an alien army seeking his life, he could see “the mountain full of horses and 
chariots of fire” (2 Kings 6 v 17).

Who can see the invisible? King Nebuchadnezzar could. When 
those three young Hebrews refused to fall down and worship the 
golden image the king had set up, they were thrown into the midst 
of the burning fiery furnace; but in the morning, Nebuchadnezzar 
exclaimed, “Did we not throw three men, firmly bound, into the 
fire?… Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound 

and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods”.

Who can see the invisible? Isaiah could “In the year that Kings Uzziah died I saw 
the Lord high and  lifted up” (Isaiah 6 v 1). And that vision revolutionised the young 
prophet’s life. 

So Paul and these early Christians like Moses, “persevered because he saw Him 
who is invisible” (Heb. 11 v 27).  They sought “the house not made with hands” (2 

Cor. 5 v 1); “an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade” (1 Peter 1 v 4); 
“treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves 
do not break in and steal” (Matt. 6 v 20); “a crown of life” (Revelation 2 v 10); “pleasures 
for evermore” (Psalm 16 v 11); these are some of the things to which they looked, 
things too distant to be seen by the human eye. 

We look. These two words suggest not a swift or passing glance, but a steady 
gaze. They suggest intense or exclusive attention, such as the intensity with which 
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a runner keeps their eyes on the goal; forgetful of the crowd, unmindful of the 
other competitors, excluding everything except the object, the finishing line. So 
Paul and his fellow Christians, although living amongst those who saw nothing 
except earthly things, could see in the distance, things unseen and eternal. 

Why did they look at things unseen? Because the things that are seen are 
temporal. All the objects within reach of our physical eyes, ultimately pass away. 
In Wells Cathedral there is an ancient clock which bears the Latin inscription 
which translated reads, “Nothing is permanent.” No nothing. Riches, pleasures, 
fame, power, such things are but fleeting shadows. The very heavens shall vanish: 
“They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. Like 
clothing you will change them and they will be discarded” (Psalm 102 v 26); “But you 
remain the same, and your years will never end” (Hebrews 1 v 12).  There is a story 
told of a Persian king who wore a gold ring containing the words “Even this will 
pass away.” Sorrow, pain, suffering, these too shall pass. Time bears them all away 
they are lost in the dark immeasurable abyss, consigned to eternal oblivion, and 
so Paul does not regard them as of any real consequence but looked instead to 
things unseen.

The things that are not seen are eternal. But what does it mean? It 
does not mean that we ignore the world in which we live. Paul is 
not urging us to avoid politics or the pressing issues of the day. No! 
We must not keep silent, but rather offer a Christian perspective 
on the challenges facing our nation today. If we say or do nothing 
we would be failing to heed Christ’s great commission. We must not 

neglect our home and forsake our business. No! We must not become so 
absorbed in thinking about God whom we have not seen, that we have no eyes 
to see and to care for those brothers and sisters that we have seen. Politics, 
home, business are hugely important, but passing, whilst the permanent is God 
and goodness, right, faith, hope and love. 

Paul believes that underneath the things seen and transient, is a world of unseen 
reality. A Bible is a temporary thing and even the best paper and finest binding 
will ultimately perish. But the truth within its pages will never die. A minister is 
mortal and their ministry is a passing phase in the history of an individual church, 
but its influence for good or ill is eternal. 

Leonardo da Vinci’s Last Supper, one of the greatest pictures ever painted, has 
faded and became barely visible, yet the truth it teaches is immortal. Jesus’s early 
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life was temporary. For the brief space of thirty three years he lived and 
laboured in a tiny country and died upon a cross. But the influence of that 
earthly life, the invisible influence, is unending. The things which are not seen are 
eternal.

So Paul keeps his eyes fixed on eternal things because it is the eternal which 
gives the temporal its value and meaning. “A sure hold on the eternal” says 
Evelyn Underhill “gives to each life a meaning and a direction.”

It is the eternal truth that makes the Bible so precious. It is the eternal influence 
that gives an individual’s work its significance. Paul was surrounded by perishable 
things, by poverty and pain, by the pomp and power of the Roman Empire, but he 
was calmly confident that the result would be “an eternal glory that far 
outweighs them all” (2 Cor. 4 v 17).

Do we believe in the unseen? Are we looking at the eternal? There is so much 
that can lower our spirits today with Covid and uncertainty about the future. But 
God is at work, His hand is still upon the helm of the universe. To believe that, 
transfigures our lives.

In times of loneliness and desolation, in the hour of sorrow and bereavement 
one may be tempted to cry out with the psalmist “all your waves and breakers 
have swept over me” (Ps.42 v 7), but to know that we are in the hands of a strong 
and loving heavenly Father is to pass from the seen to the unseen. To know that 
God holds the key of all that is unknown and that He has us in His keeping, is to 
pass from the temporal to the eternal. We are surrounded by the transitory 
every day, the glorious rays of the setting sun quickly pass, beauty fades, time 
passes swiftly. Even we are mortal and transitory.

In the words of Andrew Marvel “At my back I always hear time’s winged chariot 
hurrying near.” 

So let us then put first things first. Let us run with patience the race set before 
us looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith. For we look not unto 
the visible which is temporary, but to the unseen which is eternal.
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Hymn - Holy Spirit, come, confirm us

Holy Spirit, come, confirm us  
in the truth that Christ makes known;  
we have faith and understanding  
through your promised light alone. 

Holy Spirit, come, console us,  
come as advocate to plead;  
loving Spirit from the Father,  
grant in Christ the help we need.  

Holy Spirit, come, renew us,  
come yourself to make us live;  
holy through your loving presence,  
holy through the gifts you give.  

Holy Spirit, come, possess us,  
you the love of Three in One;  
Holy Spirit of the Father, 
Holy Spirit of the Son. 

Brian Foley (1919-2000)

Click for:
Holy Spirit, come, 

confirm us

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos2/hymn3
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos2/hymn3
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Prayers
Loving and gracious God …

We thank you for the love you offer us in Jesus, for the joy we 
share in Christian fellowship, and the hope you have given us, that, 
even in times of great difficulty, the world can be transformed by 
your goodness.

We pray for our church as we plan for a world beyond the 
pandemic; preparing for face to face worship, and the restarting of 
church activities, and reopening of the museum and basement. 
Help us to carry with us the lessons we have learned in these last 
year, and look with vision to the future.

We thank you for opportunities to serve you, through the church 
and in our day to day lives. You have shown us the way of service 
in the life of Jesus, who challenged the powerful, and reached out 
to those in need.

In ancient Israel, in Samuel’s day, the people asked for a King to 
govern them like the nations. Only Samuel could see the terrible 
abuse and exploitation that was to come. And we know that 
those who grasp after power, still cause suffering in every part of 
our world, adding to the troubles of a world beset by disease.

And so we pray for all those who suffer through the abuse of 
power by others. 

• for whole populations oppressed by violent governments, for 
example, in Myanmar, where a pastor recently wrote of the 
death of many good people, and his own fear for his son, who 
wants to campaign for change;

• for nations locked in seemingly endless conflict, where the lives 
of ordinary people are shattered, for example in Israel/
Palestine, and all around the Middle East, for the beautiful 
country of Lebanon, trapped, and facing rampant inflation, so 
that parents can’t put food on the table for their children;

• for young people in our inner cities and estates, lured into 
gangs, drug trafficking and sexual abuse, through the greed of 
criminal vested interests;

• and for vulnerable people targeted by fraud and scams, 
sometimes losing their life savings, and reduced to poverty and 
humiliation.

Click for Janet: Let us pray …

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos2/prayers
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We thank you for all people of faith and good will, who work for 
peace, who stand out against exploitation of any kind, and who 
care for the most vulnerable in society.

Touch our hearts with the compassion of Christ for those who 
seem lost in this world. Do not let us lose heart in the face of so 
much evil and suffering. Rather, help us to show Christ’s love in 
the world: through supporting organisations that work for good, 
praying for our brothers and sisters around the world, and 
working to transform our own community.

In that spirit of prayer and compassion, we hold before you those 
in our own fellowship who need our prayers: Bob Allen, Jocelyn 
Harper, and Brian Sleight, Stephen’s father.

‘For we know that if the earthly tent that we live in is destroyed, we 
have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal, in the 
heavens’ (II Corinthians 5:1). For which, we praise God.

Amen

Hymn - Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face
Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face; 
here would I touch and handle things unseen, 
here grasp with firmer hand th'eternal grace, 
and all my weariness upon thee lean. 

Here would I feed upon the bread of God, 
here drink with thee the royal wine of heav'n; 
here would I lay aside each earthly load, 
here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiv'n. 

This is the hour of banquet and of song; 
this is the heav'nly table spread for me: 
here let me feast, and, feasting, still prolong 
the brief, bright hour of fellowship with thee. 
Horatius Bonar (1808-1898)

Click for:
Here, O my Lord, 
I see thee face to 
face

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos2/hymn4
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos2/hymn4
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos2/hymn4
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Sunday Communion - in our face-to-face worship in the Bunyan garden, or:

• click to see & hear the video recording: Communion 

• or follow the words below. 

If you would like to do one of these at home, please provide yourself with a small 
piece of bread and a glass of wine (or non-alcoholic equivalent). You may like to sit 
at your table as you would for your meal. 

Words of Invitation
Let us hear now the gracious words with which our Lord Jesus Christ bids us 
come unto him, that we may draw near to this Table in full assurance of faith.

“Come unto me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be 
filled.” 

“I am the bread of life: whoever comes to me shall never hunger, and whoever 
believes on me shall never thirst. Whoever comes to me I will in no wise cast out.” 

“Behold I stand at the door and knock: if any one hears my voice and opens the 
door, I will come in to them, and will sup with them, and they with me.” 

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/communion
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Words of Institution
Friends, let us hear the words of the institution of the Lord's Supper, as they are 
recorded for us by Saint Paul.

‘I have received of the Lord that which also 
I delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus, the 
same night in which he was betrayed, took 
bread: and, when he had given thanks, he 
brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, 
which is broken for you: this do in 
remembrance of me. After the same manner 
also he took the cup, when he had supped, 
saying, This cup is the new testament in my 
blood: do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me. For as often as you eat 
this bread, and drink this cup, you do show 
the Lord’s death till he come.’

Prayer
All glory, praise, and thanksgiving be to You, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
Who did so love the world that You gave Your only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believes in Him should not perish, but should have everlasting life.

Not as we ought, but as we are best able, we bless You for His incarnation, for His 
life and ministry on earth, for His sufferings and death upon the Cross, for His 
resurrection and ascension, and for the promise of His coming again in the glory of 
His kingdom.

Remembering the work and passion of our Saviour Christ, and pleading His eternal 
sacrifice, we Your people set forth this memorial, which He has willed us to make: 
and we most humbly ask that You would send down Your Holy Spirit to sanctify 
both us and these Your gifts of bread and wine, that we, receiving them, may by faith 
be made partakers of the body and blood of Jesus Christ, with all His benefits, to 
our spiritual nourishment and growth in grace, and to the glory of Your most holy 
name. 

Mercifully accept, O God, this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; and receive 
us by Your grace, as we offer and present ourselves to You for service; and so 
prosper the work of Your Church, and fulfil the purpose of Your redeeming love to 
all people, that we may come to the eternal joys of Your heavenly kingdom: through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

From the Superbook Academy website
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As you continue to view the video, or read the words that follow - eat the bread 
and drink the wine (as indicated) - knowing that, as you do so, you are sharing this 
act of remembrance with the Bunyan Meeting community in the Bunyan garden or 
in their homes; and with your Christian brothers and sisters worldwide. 

(Then the Minister says:) 

According to the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in 
remembrance of him, we do this: Who, on the night in which 
he was betrayed, when he had given thanks, took bread … 

(here the Minister takes the bread into his hands) 

… and broke it … (here the Minister breaks the bread)

and he shared it with his disciples saying, 

“Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you:  
this do in remembrance of me.” 

After the same manner also he took a cup …

(here the Minister raises the cup in his hands), saying, 

“This is the new covenant sealed with my blood:  
this do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

A moment of silence  

Let us then take and eat and drink in remembrance that 
Christ gave himself for us in love.

The bread is eaten and the wine is drunk 
…… 

After a moment of quiet reflection: 

Let us pray.
Almighty and eternal God, 
we thank You that in Your mercy 
You have fed us at this table 
with spiritual food 
and assured us of Your goodness and love. 
Keep us, we pray You, 
in the faith and fellowship of Your Church; 
enable us henceforth to live to Your glory; 
and bring us at last to Your heavenly kingdom: 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Hymn - How shall I sing that majesty

How shall I sing that majesty 
which angels do admire? 
Let dust in dust and silence lie; 
sing, sing, ye heavenly choir. 
Thousands of thousands stand around 
thy throne, O God most high; 
ten thousand times ten thousand sound 
thy praise; but who am I?

Thy brightness unto them appears, 
whilst I thy footsteps trace; 
a sound of God comes to my ears, 
but they behold thy face.
They sing because thou art their Sun; 
Lord, send a beam on me; 
for where heaven is but once begun 
there alleluias be.

Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

The Grace 
And may the grace  
of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the love of God,  
and the fellowship  
of the Holy Spirit,  
be with us all, evermore.  
Amen.

Hymns in today’s service are used By Permission. CCL Licence No. 3740
The texts are from the New International Version (UK) of the Bible

Enlighten with faith's light my heart, 
inflame it with love's fire; 
then shall I sing and take my part 
with that celestial choir. 
I shall, I fear, be dark and cold, 
with all my fire and light; 
yet when thou dost accept their gold, 
Lord, treasure up my mite.

How great a being, Lord, is thine, 
which doth all beings keep! 
Thy knowledge is the only line 
to sound so vast a deep. 
Thou art a sea without a shore, 
a sun without a sphere; 
thy time is now and evermore, 
thy place is everywhere.

John Mason (1646-1694)

Click for:
How shall I sing that majesty
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Resources - I Samuel chapter 8
The Bible Project gives an overview of the two books of Samuel … charting 
the life of the prophet Samuel, and the rise and fall of the first two kings of the 
Israelites - Saul and David. 

Click for The Bible Project: Overview - 1 Samuel and Overview - 2 Samuel

In our next ‘Christ, Coffee & Croissants’ All-Age Service on 
Sunday 20 June … at 11.00am in the Bunyan Meeting 
garden … we will be hearing about David and Goliath. 

In the video ‘David and Samuel’ - specially presented for children - you will 
see how the prophet Samuel was sent by God to anoint David as the future King 
over Israel. This was because Saul, 
the present King that the people 
of Israel had asked for, had 
disobeyed God’s commandments. 
The video will tell of David’s skill 
at playing soothing music on the 
lute to calm Saul, and how David 
became an important soldier.  

You will hear about what 
happens next at our CC&C 
in June!
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Click for: David and Samuel
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