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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/32
SUNDAY 22 NOVEMBER 2020

Dear friends 

We can all make mistakes and take actions which we may later regret. There can be no 
going back into the past to try and unpick the consequences of our follies, foolishness 
and sin. Such past errors can sometimes pursue us throughout the rest of our lives. On 
the face of it, the belief that our actions will come home to roost is well founded.  

We cannot mistreat our bodies and expect to live long years blessed with the best of 
health. We cannot waste our days in idleness and attain great success in our chosen 
field or vocation. We cannot say that we stand for one thing and live in a different way, 
for our character is quickly marred. We cannot behave cruelly and thoughtlessly 
towards others without suffering for it sooner or later. If we break the heart of another 
who trusts and loves us, we will often find that our own heart is wrung out. 

But having said all of this, we would be wrong to think that any 
person or situation is hopeless, for this is simply not true. The world 
all around us and all creation speaks of renewal and new beginnings. 
No sooner do we wound our hand than it starts to heal. Within a 
short time a broken bone will begin to mend. A landscape that is 
devastated by some natural disaster, will quickly bloom again.  

The same holds good in our own lives. Nothing is final. We should not let any sense of 
despair or any trough of depression make us think otherwise. The worst error can be 
retrieved, and the most wicked behaviour can be redeemed. This is the heart of the 
Christian message. 

It may be a slow and difficult road that we have to sometimes tread as 
we seek to recover that which was lost by our own fault and 
foolishness. But there is nothing we can do, that can ever cut us off 
from the renewing and life changing power of God in Christ. Whatever 
we have made of our lives so far, will certainly impact upon our 
present. But never forget, that God’s grace is sufficient to cover a 
multitude of sin, and whenever we come to Him and plead for His 
forgiveness, He in no wise will cast us out.  

Please keep sending your articles for our News Letter direct to me 
at chrisdamp@mac.com or by post to the church office for my 
attention. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In 
all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” 
Proverbs 3 v 5 - 6 

mailto:chrisdamp@mac.com
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Sunday Worship Live from Mill Street 11.00am on the Church Website 

There will be no face to face services at Bunyan Meeting until at least Sunday 6th 
December, due to the new lockdown. Our services will continue to be sent out by email 
(and on paper to those without the internet) and will also (we hope) be available on our 
website for the first time this Sunday (22 November).  

To access the live broadcast of our service please use the following link: 

https://tinyurl.com/bmeetinglive 

Please try to join the service about five to eleven.  

If we experience any technical hitches, we will send out a further email so 
please keep your eye on your email just in case! 

Church Meeting  

Our November Church Meeting will be held on Wednesday 25th November at 
7.30pm and as we will not be able to physically meet, the meeting will be held via 
Zoom. Those without a computer will be able to telephone into the meeting so we hope 
that everyone who wants to attend the meeting will be able to participate. 

The agenda will be circulated to everyone either by email or on paper to those who 
receive printed service sheets.  

To join the meeting via Zoom please use the link below: 
Topic: Church Meeting  
Time: Nov 25, 2020 07:30 PM London 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82492863622?
pwd=QTZZemFWN01qdmNyVk41bjVxMHRmdz09 

Meeting ID: 824 9286 3622 
Passcode: 824 9286 3622 

To join by telephone please dial 0208 080 6592 and then enter the Meeting ID: 
824 9286 3622 and the Passcode 824 9286 3622 when prompted to do so. You 
should then be able to hear the meeting and your contributions will be heard by 
everyone. 

Audrey Mehew writes: 

Thank you again for a very moving service and the News Letter keeping us all in touch.  

It is much appreciated as we do realise how much time it must take to find the 
appropriate hymns each week that are on line and we can click onto and join in as the 
words are there in front of us, the scripture readings by members of our church and the 
children taking part who always give me a smile not having any grandchildren.  Also we 
can refer back to the sermons at any time. I have not deleted any of the services since 
the first lockdown. 

This week one of my WI friend’s husband’s funeral is being held in the Parish Church 
in Oakley but of course such limited numbers can attend so the rest of us are going to 
line the pavements from her house leading to the Church so she knows we all care. The 
police have given approval! 

Audrey 

https://tinyurl.com/bmeetinglive
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82492863622?pwd=QTZZemFWN01qdmNyVk41bjVxMHRmdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82492863622?pwd=QTZZemFWN01qdmNyVk41bjVxMHRmdz09
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Than
ks, 

Ken!

Kay Munro writes: 

My dear friends, 

This is my third attempt to write to you all today.  I am very frustrated when I am not 
able to function as before, but am well aware that there are so many others in so much 
greater stress. 

It is a delight to receive the News Letter every Friday and I do hope the 'Posties' are 
aware of our gratitude. 

It will be lovely when we can have visitors again though at our age is not very easy.   

God Bless.  Take care of yourselves.  My love to you all.   

Kay 

The Angel Tree Project 

The Angel Tree project invites individuals to buy a present costing a maximum of £15  
for the child of an inmate at Bedford Prison. If anyone would like to be involved in this 
project, please contact the Church Office now to register your interest: 

Telephone 01234 213722   email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com 

At the beginning of December, the Angel Project will sent a gift tag to the Church Office 
for each person who wants to buy a present. The gift tag specify the age, sex and 
interests of the of a child, whose dad is in Bedford prison. 

Once purchased, the presents can dropped into the Church Office and the appropriate 
gift tag should will be attached to the present. The present should be left be 
unwrapped. 

The presents have to be delivered to the project’s distributer by Tuesday 15th 
December at the latest so this does not leave us much time to buy presents! The Angel 
Project notes that “the whole timetable is tight”.  

Flying High 

During the 1930’s an Old English Fair was held in Mill Meadows in Bedford and myself 
and the lads from our street looked forward to this as it consisted of many stalls and 
attractions and it was free to go in. 

One of the attractions which I used to enjoy watching people taking 
part consisted of a tall tower made with scaffold poles and was built 
on the river edge. At the top of the tower was an iron bedstead with a 
man lying on it, at the base of the tower was a square board with a 
hole in the centre. Folks at the Fair were invited to have a go - 5 balls 
for a penny - the challenge was to throw a ball through the hole in the 
board. If you were lucky in doing this it released a catch which with 
the aid of a pulley and large weight tipped the iron bedstead up 
sideways and threw the man into the river below. 

There were no prizes but it gave lots of enjoyment to those watching. 

So much for Health and Safety in those years. 

Ken Wells 

mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
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The Power Of 3 

That sounds like a good title for a sermon on Trinity Sunday! However, it is the title of 
the 3 museums project we are involved in with the Panacea and the Higgins. It is being 
master minded by our good friends at Full House Theatre and funded by NLHF. 

Bedford must be unique for a comparatively small town, to have 3 such powerful, 
interesting and famous museums within touching distance of each other. Each has a 
key figure at their heart: John Bunyan, Cecil Higgins and Mabel ‘Octavia’ Barltrop and 
each museum has its own particular story to tell. 

Covid has of course had its effects on the project already but nevertheless it is 
now up and running. The first phase is Research and Development and last week 
volunteers from Bunyan (museum, church and basement) were involved in 3 
focus groups. These were held by Zoom (the first time of using it for a couple of 
our volunteers!) in 3 separate one hour slots. 

Participants were asked a series of key questions about themselves and their 
involvement with the museum and what they felt the museum has to offer for 
school age children and families.  

Similar sessions with different types of groups have/are taking place at the other 
2 museums. 

The information gathered will now allow Harriet and Ben from Full House 
Theatre (and Maryam their MA student on a work placement from The London 
School of Speech and Drama) to go away and plan the programme for next spring 
and summer. It is hoped to have school groups visit the 3 museums in late 
spring/early summer and to set up family trails for next summer holidays. 

The focus groups will reconvene early next year. It may be possible to involve others, so 
watch this space if you might want to get involved. 

My thanks to the volunteers (Valerie, Diana, Caroline, Peter, Ken, Doreen, Anne-Marie, 
Janet and Ann) for allowing the screen shots to be taken and published! 

Cherry Protheroe 

Conservation 

During the summer I looked out of my back bedroom window into my neighbour’s 
garden. There was a load of white powder sprayed around her patio. Of course I knew it 
was ant repellent.  On one of my visits to the family in Italy, I saw a group of children 
spreading sugar around. They were actually playing with the ants by making trails for 
them to follow. It was a stark difference I suppose between a townie and the 
countryside.  

Sir David Attenborough had a fifteen minute slot on the radio last week where he 
explained the actions of the cuckoo, how and why they place their egg in another birds 
nest. His softly gentle tone made me stop what I was doing and listen, I didn’t need 
visuals, I was fascinated.  

When we are told lions, tigers whales etc are threatened with extinction it is hard to 
take it all in, after all, the only time we see these creatures is on TV or visiting the zoo. 
Like the millions who died in the Holocaust, the concept is too large or too distant to 
absorb. A couple of years ago the Higgins held an Anne Frank exhibition. Seeing her 
story starkly portrayed and seeing the individual pain of her father did put it into 
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context for me as it did for many of the visitors. That’s because it was personal, one 
could then multiply Anne’s and Otto’s pain and suffering a million times. It was easier 
than starting at the top.  

Sir David’s programmes should be compulsory in any curriculum. Being shouted at in 
demonstrations is less effective than that grand old gentleman softly telling you the 
story. He has been given a second knighthood which no doubt he was proud of, but I 
would guess if he were asked what honour he would like he would probably say that we 
change our ways and work to conserve.   

Ken Thomas 

Bedfordshire Day 

In 2015 an overwhelming majority public vote secured November 
28th the birthdate of John Bunyan to be named Bedfordshire Day.  

As there were no individual birth, marriage or death certificates for 
people at the time, as a general rule records were kept in parish 
registers.  The records for the Abbey Church of St. Mary and St. 

Helena in Elstow show John Bunyan was baptised on 30th November 1628.  Infants 
had to be baptised before the Sunday or any Holy day after the day of their birth. This 
being so, it is commonly believed he was born on 28th November.  

In 1812 an Act of Parliament standardised the information 
to be recorded and churches were given printed registers 
with specific fields to be filled in. Civil registration began 
in 1837. 

The campaign for a county flag was led by Luke 
Blackstaffe who received support from the High Sheriff of 
Bedfordshire Collin Osborne M. B. E.  

The flag’s symbolism contains the following references to 
the area: 

• Red and yellow- taken from the coat of arms of the Beauchamp family who 
constructed Bedford Castle.  

• Vertical black stripe in the centre of the flag showing the three shells - from the arms 
of the Dukes of Bedford. 

• Blue and white wavy lines represent the river Great Ouse.  

The flag was officially recognised by the Flag Institute on September 11th 2014.  

The Institute maintains and manages the National United Kingdom Flag Registry and 
provides services to H. M. Government and the United Nations.  

Helen Kennedy 

Christmas in a Box 

In previous years Bunyan Meeting have supported All Nations Church as they provided 
Christmas hampers to people in need.  

Last year it was great to partner with a number of schools and local businesses and 
have them involved, it made a real difference to our appeal. We were able to give out 
over 830 boxes reaching over 2000 people in Bedford. 
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Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

Telephone 01234 213722
email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

We are seeking to build on what we did last year and wondered if the people at Bunyan 
Meeting would also like to be involved this year, either by making hampers or donating 
items/money.  Our website gives details on these options: 

http://www.allnationsbedford.org/christmasinabox 

Kind regards 

Christmas in a Box team 

Bedford Food Bank 

Due to the lockdown restrictions imposed on Thursday 5 November, the church will 
not be open to receive Food Bank food donations for at least 2 weeks. As far as we 
know, the Bedford Food Bank is operating, and can be contacted through their website: 

https://bedford.foodbank.org.uk  

or by telephone - 01234 268569 

To donate by post, please make cheques payable to ‘Bedford Food Bank’ and send them 
to - 71 Murdock Road, Manton Industrial Estate, Bedford MK41 7PL  

The BMS Birthday Scheme  

If you wish to support the BMS through their Birthday Scheme, please contact 
Margaret Ormerod. It’s a great way to celebrate a birthday. Thank you for your 
support.  

Irene Day and Sheila Mousley celebrate their birthdays this coming week.  

Members of the Scheme can make donations online at bmsworldmission.org 
quoting our church reference number which  is 7. Or you can send your donation to 
Margaret Ormerod at 32, Wheathouse Close, Bedford. MK41 8JX. Or simply wait until 
we are back at church and hand it to me there. 

Many thanks Margaret  

Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

http://www.allnationsbedford.org/christmasinabox
https://bedford.foodbank.org.uk
http://bmsworldmission.org
mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

