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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/49
EASTER SUNDAY 4 APRIL 2021

Dear Friends, 

Our God comes to us in quiet and unassuming ways. He speaks to us through that 
which is ordinary and commonplace. During the spring we see the hand of the Creator 
all about us. The blossom bedecking the trees, the spring bulbs pushing their leaves 
through the cold earth, the birds gathering twigs to build their nests.  

The mighty Creator and Lord of the universe, never seeks to beats us down by means of 
His almighty power.  He refuses to force humankind into belief by an overwhelming 
display of His works. In all those great moments, when God has intervened in human 
history, He comes quietly, noiselessly and without fuss. 

In the person of Jesus, God came, not as a conquering warlike Messiah as many had 
expected, but as a helpless baby, born in a stable and brought up in an obscure town.  

As we celebrate Easter, we recall the death of Jesus which achieved so much for sinful 
and lost humanity and for the healing of our torn and broken world. There was nothing 
spectacular about Jesus’s death. Crucifixion was a common punishment, meted out by 
the Romans. He told his disciples in Gethsemane that he could have called upon the 
hosts of heaven to come and fight for Him, yet instead He went upon His lonely way. 
And when those who were stood by the cross taunted Him and cried, “Let Him now 
come down from the cross and we will believe”, again He refused such a miracle.   

In a similar fashion, after His resurrection, Jesus came quietly into the midst of his 
followers as the risen and living Lord. It was in those ordinary and familiar places that 
He met with them and declared that He was risen from the dead; in a garden; in an 
upper room; on a country road as the sun was setting; at breakfast amongst the fishing 
boats at the lake’s side. For the most part, the Lord of life still comes to us quietly and 
is found in the familiar, ordinary things of our daily lives. 

The risen Lord, who lived and died and rose again, comes to some in a Damascus Road 
experience. But He comes to most of us in ordinary places, in the home, on the road, in 
those places which He loved and where He was usually found during His earthly life. 

Whenever our hearts are lit up with joy, or with work well done, whenever our 
selfishness is put away and we strive to serve others, wherever our courage drives out 
our cowardice and goodness defeats evil, the risen Lord is present, and our 
unspectacular God is breaking into our narrow and ordinary lives. 

Please keep sending your articles for our News Letter direct to me 
at chrisdamp@mac.com or by post to the church office for my attention. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

“But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept. 
For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. For as 
in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” 1 Corinthians 15 v 20 - 22 
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Easter Sunday Service 

There will be a short service for Easter, this Sunday, April 4th at 11.00am in the church 
garden. Please bring your umbrellas if rain looks likely! 

Sunday Worship 

Due to the current Covid restrictions and the redecoration of the church, Bunyan 
Meeting will remain closed for regular face to face worship, although with the warmer 
weather coming we will hold some services in the garden.  

Our CCC All Age Service will be held in the church garden on Sunday 18th April 
at 9.30am.  

The weekly services will continue to be distributed by email and delivered to those 
without access to the internet.  

Anniversaries 

As Anniversaries go at Bunyan, this must be the newest! 

Just 1 year ago we inaugurated the Bunyan delivery “postal service”. It all started I 
believe, with Janet and Chris Wootton having a very sleepless night working on a 
spreadsheet trying to find where our church members/friends (those not having access 
to email) lived using a local map and post codes. Not an easy task for people who have 
not lived in Bedford very long and don’t know the Borough very well, beyond Mill 
Street and the railway station! [I am sure they won’t mind my saying that.] But what a 
great job they did so that on Maundy Thursday 2020 a team of 12 volunteers started 
out on their rounds having collected their deliveries from the church office soon after 
11.00am. Sue Stewart (with husband in the driving seat as Sue does not drive) 
rendezvoused at noon in Mowsbury Park car park with a few of us to sort out deliveries 
to the north of the town and into the rural areas. 

Within the next two weeks we were able to refine the list as we picked up more people 
on email and reallocated deliveries to more appropriate “post people” close to where 
they lived! 

And so, over the last 12 months we have delivered to, on average, 40 households each 
week using up to 14 post people. Thank you: Sue Stewart, Wendy Richardson (and 
husband David the driver), Isabelle Brodie (Alastair and Mari), Myra Powell, 
Ian & Ann Rowlands, Alison Lipsett, Ruth Blake, and Chris Damp who have 
all been in from the start; Brian Stevens who joined us in August; and Gilly 
Millbery, Mike Thomas, Lydia Saul and Janet Wootton who were in at the 
beginning but no longer involved unless as stand-ins. As a result of all this we now only 
use Royal Mail for 4 deliveries. 

In order to restrict the number of people having to enter the building each week, I 
collect the “post” from church and take bundles to Isabelle, Ruth and Alison before 
completing my own deliveries. I spend a delightful couple of hours on a Friday morning 
driving an almost circular route: into town to the church – spend a few minutes talking 
to Sue before heading off to Foster Hill Road to Isabelle (sometimes I have seen 
Heather Maull on route so toot the car horn and wave cheerily to her); up to Brickhill 
to Ruth who usually gives me a wave and a quick word; then I head across to 
Kimbolton Road and Alison who nips out of the front door as I arrive on her driveway 
and we have a socially distanced “catch-up” through the car window; then across to 
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Putnoe to the Ormerods for a cheery welcome from “the residents at no.32”; not far 
to the Tathams in Goldington and Lilford waving through the sitting room blinds; 
before I head off to Renhold where Dorothy (Alan stays in the warm) Nicholas is 
waiting for our usual Friday chat, socially distanced from the doorway and me in mask 
– we have been so blessed with good weather on Friday mornings that this has always 
been possible; and finally… out to Great Barford to June, (and occasionally a detour to 
Blunham) before I return across country to home. A 30+ mile round trip and I cannot 
think of a more rewarding and enjoyable way to spend a few hours each week during 
the pandemic. 

I feel sure all the Bunyan posties know we are giving a valuable service, fulfilling part of 
the mission of our church and indeed contributing to the pastoral care of our members 
and friends. What a team! 

Cherry Protheroe  

Wednesday Workshops 

Recently, the John Bunyan Museum won a funding bid from Arts Council England to 
run a two year Anniversary project.  2021/2022 will be the 350th anniversary of the 
Bunyan Meeting site as a place of worship, the 75th anniversary of the opening of the 
John Bunyan Museum and Library and the 5th anniversary of the opening of the 
Basement at Bunyan. 

The triple anniversary is an opportunity to celebrate the Heritage of the site- spiritual, 
historical and artistic.  The emphasis of the project will be on capturing, sharing and 
celebrating the stories from people who have used the Bunyan Meeting, the Museum 
and Basement. 

The first project will start with the Basement at Bunyan hosting six Wednesday 
Workshops.  These art and craft workshops are aimed at beginners, to encourage you 
to learn new skills, each week the themes will relate to the heritage of John Bunyan. 

I am offering these workshops to all the Bunyan congregation before my regular 
Wednesday Workshop clients, so you all have an opportunity to be a part of this 
project. 

The workshops will take place on-line via Zoom on the following dates: 

May 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th June 9th and 16th 

There will be limited availability to 20 people in total: 
10 people to attend the morning zoom workshop 10am-12pm; 
10 people to attend the afternoon zoom workshop 12pm-1pm. 

The cost of the six workshops is £30.  This includes an inspiration pack, £20 
worth of art materials and six on line zoom classes to take you step by step to create 
something you will be proud of. 

All the work produced will be exhibited in the Basement at Bunyan and become the 
John Bunyan Museum’s Summer Exhibition in August 2021.  After the exhibition all 
the work will be returned to the participants. 

If you would like to participate in the workshops but do not have Zoom facilities, would 
you be interested in a pack to work at home on? 

Anne-Marie Abbate 
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I have a deadline of April 12th before I offer the workshops to other clients, so please 
do let me know if you would like to reserve a place on the morning or afternoon 
sessions ASAP. 

Please contact me on any of the following: 

Anne-Marie Abbate  

amabbate@yahoo.com   basement@bunyanmeeting.co.uk   Tel   0777 597 3501 

Warwick Browning writes: 

"Recently there have been some articles in the newsletter relating to what people have 
been during in lockdown. I have waited until a little after the first year to write this 
piece since it relates to running every day in the first full year of lockdown and now 
beyond!  

Denise and I started a running "streak" just before lockdown 2020. Denise on 19 March 
and me on 20 March (I had a cold and missed the Thursday run with Denise). Every 
day since that we have run. Denise covered 2438 miles at an average of 6.68 miles per 
day and I ran 2814 miles for an average of 7.71 miles a day. It was not just about the 
running but where we did it, who with and what we saw!  

We managed to run both in the UK and Corfu as we were able to get 
there for a few weeks at different times while we were able to travel. In 
the early months we just ran together and then with friends as a "plus 
one" then back to sixes together and then back to ourselves or plus 
ones.  

We saw the splendours of God’s new creation with Spring last year, sun 
and warmth. We ran in thunderstorms, gales and mud! We ran on hard 
trails, concrete, tarmac and almost every surface you can think of! How 

lucky we have been to see what we have seen, run with whom we have run and to enjoy 
God’s world from this perspective. As one of my friends reminded me though, the great 
Ron Hill ran every day for 52 years and 39 days! Don't think we'll match that!" 

Stay safe 

All the best 

Warwick 

Compassion 

I have just listened to a Noel Coward play called The Happy Breed. It’s about a family 
set between the two world wars. They were good people with strong moral standards 
and the story is about how they lived their lives. In one act, their daughter Queenie has 
an affair with a married man, and that would have been highly contentious in those 
days. In the event she was banished from the home. It took three years before they 
were reunited and quite an emotional scene took place. Even though the mother could 
not forgive what Queenie had done, she took her daughter back into the home, she 
showed compassion and that would have taken some courage in that era. 

It was moving to listen to the son of one of the Yorkshire Ripper’s victim’s when asked 
if he was pleased that Sutcliffe had died. He replied that he felt no pleasure or anger 
about it; his thoughts were just with his mother. I am sure that show of humanity 
helped him turn out to be the man he is. 

mailto:amabbate@yahoo.com
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And will anyone forget Mr Gordon Wilson who spent the final hours of his daughter 
Marie’s life holding her hand after the bombing at Enniskillen. When asked his 
feelings, many wondered how he could say, “I bear no ill will.” Although hard at times, 
compassion, forgiveness and acceptance must always prevail, but it does take courage. 

Ken Thomas 

Redecoration of the Church 

During the redecoration of the church, the walls just below the ceiling 
have been stripped of peeling paint and old lining paper. There are 
large areas of very loose plaster where moisture had apparently 
seeped in from the old gutters and although this is now dry, quite a 
large area will need some new plastering.  

The decorative corbels below the ceiling beams have been stripped of 
old paint and rather than being made of decorative plaster or wood, they are in fact 
stone. The ceiling beams have moved out of square over the years but this was probably 
due to the weight of the concrete tiles placed on the church roof in 1974 which caused 

considerable damage to the roof structure. Fortunately, our 
surveyor says all is now safe and well with the roof and 
ceiling.  

Perhaps the most interesting discovery is the old decorative 
stenciling/paintwork along the top of the walls, just below 
the ceiling. This may be the remains of the original 1850 
paintwork or it was possibly added when the church was 
reordered in 1866. Apparently such decorative work began 
to fall out of fashion towards the end of the nineteenth 
century.  

Church Meeting 

MAF 
At last week’s Church Meeting, Kevin Crook spoke to us about the work of the Mission 
Aviation Fellowship, the charity that we will be supporting during the second quarter of 
this year. We are long time supporters of MAF and over the last few years we have 
supported MAF’s work in South Sudan.   

Kevin told us that due to Covid, MAF’s flying hours worldwide had reduced by 
about 70% and some MAF staff have spent months locked down in their 
compounds. Things have eased up over recent months and MAF have started 

flying out PPE equipment, vaccines and testing kits, as well as explanatory 
literature. They are currently working with the WHO coordinating vaccine 

deliveries to developing countries. Kevin introduced us to John and Tracey Feil, who 
worship at Ampthill Baptist Church. They have been working for MAF in South Sudan 
for a number of years. It is hoped that when they are back on furlough, they will be able 
to visit us at Bunyan Meeting to tell us first hand of their work. 

Re-opening of premises 
The church resolved that we should aim to open the church premises from the 28th 
June, providing government guidance does not change in the meantime. By this date, 
if all goes according to plan, we should be free from many of the current restrictions 
and be able to resume our more familiar style services, open the coffee shop, the 
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Museum and the Basement, where we have pencilled in an exhibition of art work 
created in our Wednesday Workshops during lockdown.  

Way Forward Group 
A small group was appointed by the Church Meeting to draw together various ideas 
about the future work and witness of the church. Our financial situation is concerning 
and the sustainability of some of our activities is uncertain. How do we maintain our 
work in the future? On which activities and areas of outreach should we place our 
emphasis and above all else, how do we grow the church? We would like your views. 
These can be sent to the church office for the attention of Myra Powell, either by email 
or post. We hope to have an initial meeting of this group the week after Easter and an 
interim report will be presented to our April Church Meeting. 

Bunyan Festival 
We have been approached to see if we would be interested taking part in a Bunyan 
Festival during 2023. The church agreed that we should be involved in this and that it 
would be a good means of reaching out into our community. 

Church Meeting 
Our next Church Meeting will be held via zoom on Wednesday 28th April at 
7.30pm.  

Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

For Your Prayers  

Please remember: Bob Allen; Brian and Anne Tolley; Pam Drysdale;  
Wendy Carter and Jocelyn Harper.
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