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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/19
SUNDAY 23 AUGUST 2020

Dear friends 

In our first minute book an account is given of a church meeting held on December 21st 
1671: 

“After much seeking God by prayer, and sober conference 
formerly had, the congregation did at this meeting with 
joint consent call forth and appoint our brother John 
Bunyan to the pastoral office… And he accepting thereof 
gave up himself to serve Christ and his church in that 
charge, and received of the elders the right hand of 
fellowship.” 

Throughout the history of Bunyan Meeting, the church 
meeting has been central to the life of the church. At a 
church meeting, all the members of the church can come 
together to prayerfully seek the mind of Christ as they 

transact the business of the church. Our church constitution states that the church 
meeting is the “final authority” in all church affairs. The members of the church govern 
their church under the guidance of Christ and look to no authority beyond the local 
church, apart from Christ Himself.  

At the present time the Deacons are undertaking the day to day management of the 
church, as a physical church meeting has been impossible since February, but hopefully 
before too long, we will be able to hold a church meeting so that everyone can share 
once again in the governance of the church. 

Each of us brings our own gifts and insights for the building up of the 
whole church, as we see in this week’s service sheet. We come together at 
church meeting seeking to discern the mind of Christ as we make 
decisions about every area of church life.  

Like any meeting, a church meeting can descend into a debating forum 
or a place where individuals seek to forward their own agenda. But at its 
best, the church meeting can truly become that place where God speaks 
to us through each other and we know His presence in our midst.  

R. W. Dale of Carrs Lane Church, Birmingham wrote many years ago of 
the church meeting at its best and said: 

“And so to be at a church meeting - apart from any prayer that is offered 
- any hymn that is sung, any words that are spoken, is for me one of the 
chief means of grace. To know that I am surrounded by men and women 
who dwell in God, who have received the Holy Ghost, with whom I am to 
share eternal righteousness, and eternal rapture of the great life to come, 

this is blessedness. I breathe a divine air. I am in the new Jerusalem which has come 
down out of heaven from God, and the nations of the saved are walking its streets of 
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gold. I rejoice in the joy of Christ over those whom He has delivered from eternal death 
and lifted into the light and the glory of God. The kingdom of God is there.”  

Please keep sending your articles for our News Letter direct to me 
at chrisdamp@mac.com or by post to the church office for my attention. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

“As you come to him, the living Stone, rejected by humans but chosen by God  
and precious to Him, you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual  
house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God  
through Jesus Christ” 
1 Peter 2 v 4 - 5 

Gilly Millbery writes:  

Thank you to everyone at Bunyan for your continuing prayers for me, Alan, Mum, and 
all our family. I have really appreciated the phone calls, cards, messages and socially 
distanced visits at the front door. I am staying with Mum for the foreseeable future 
with help from carers in the morning to get her up. This week my brother, sister in law 
and niece have stayed near Stagsden in their caravan and visited us in the garden 
which has been lovely. The first time we have seen them in person since March. Dear 
friends have sat with Mum so that I can go home and spend time with Alan. Mum is 
comfortable and uplifted by seeing her family this week but also by the all support she 
has received from her friends at Bunyan. Despite the circumstances we continue to 
receive blessings from all sorts of places and thank God for the way He is caring for us. 

Gilly 

Janice and Evan Griffiths write: 

On Thursday 13th August, Janice and I decided to go to Aldi at Clapham Road to try 
and get some items of school uniform for our four year old granddaughter who is 
starting pre school in September. With red sweat shirts at 50p each who could blame 
us! Red cardigans were not available so so the decision was made to go to Sainsbury’s 
next door. Red cardies available but not in the right size. Did some other shopping 
while there. Time to pay and head home, when a crash of thunder sounded overhead. 
We came out to get back to the car and found the rain coming down in torrents, 
lightening flashing and loud thunder. The road between the store and the car park was 
now under three inches of water. After a few minutes we decided to paddle through it, 
getting to the car looking like drowned rats. Oh, what fun! 

On Friday 14th we had booked into Chris’s garden for a ‘brew’ (cup of tea to 
us!). I rang Chris in the morning to cancel thinking his garden would be 
under water. But Chris said still come if it stays fine and if it rains come and 
bring a big umbrella. At 2.30pm, grey but fine, so we decide to go. On 
entering the garden we were met by the gardener (Chris), Alan Titchmarsh, 
eat your heart out, National Trust must up their game for variations of 
flowers and colour. It was tremendous and so eye catching.  

Chris, how do you have time to prepare a sermon each week with jam to make and 
plants to pot up and sell? Full marks to you. A lovely afternoon and about a dozen 
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church people. It was good to chat, not having seen some since March. The highlight 
for me was when I found Chris chasing his geese back into their pen. 

Many thanks to you Chris for opening your beautiful garden to the church family. 

I would also like to give thanks to all those who work week by week producing our 
Sunday services (no names mentioned then no one gets missed). It is good to belong to 
such a loving and caring church family. 

Evan and Janice 

John Bunyan’s Anvil 

In the 1960’s I was appointed as the District Scout Commissioner for Bedford-North 
and one of the first items I was asked to deal with was to call on a lady named Dorothy 
Seeward of Great Barford who expressed a wish to donate a paddock next to her 
bungalow for the use as a Scout Camp-site. In the course of time I met Miss Seeward, 
dealing with her kind offer and she became aware that I attended the Bunyan Meeting 
in Bedford and she related this storey to me. 

In the year 1900 she was six years of age and living with her parents in St Neots.  One 
day the man across the road from the Hardware Store knocked on their door and asked 
Mr Seeward if he would go with him to look at an unusual object that the Gypsies had 
brought in to the local Auction Yard as scrap metal. It was before the time of waste 
collection,  so farmers, having cleared out a barn and wanting to get rid of items that 
they no longer had use for, would dump them into their pond so they were out of sight.  
Often when summer came, the pond would dry up and reveal all the scrap in the 
bottom of the pond, It was then that the Gypsies would call and salvage what they 
wanted, hence this scrap in the Auction Yard. 

Mr Seeward’s friend made a bid for this unusual item and was able to buy it. He soon 
had it taken to London, to the British Museum, who identified it as John Bunyan’s 
Anvil, and it eventually found its way into the Bunyan Collection in Mill St.  

Ken Wells  

Ruth Blake writes: 

Well, over the last few weeks many things have changed and 
yet a lot things haven't. Being Autistic throws a spanner in 
the works as I am unable to wear a face covering so I haven't 
been out much apart from few walks with Digging Deeper 
and the occasional trip around to the local shops as I have 
got the sunflower lanyard with face covering exception.  The 
Lanyard is for hidden disabilities. So I have been spending 
my time doing Cross Stitch trying to uses up a lot of stuff - 
which is something of an understatement! 

This is one Cross Stitch that I have been doing for Autism 
Bedfordshire's History Group this is part 1 which will be 
going to the Higgins along with Part 2. 

Overleaf is just a pile of the Cross Stitch that I have done, 
which may be used for Cards, Gift Tags or presents at 
Christmas. 
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Also when not too hot or raining, or pain permitting, I have 
been out in the Garden trying not to overdo it as well as 
trying to get it straight.  Well, my Grandad is still awaiting a 
date for his hip operation, apart from that we are all ok. 

Ruth 

Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

Prayer must never be used as a labour saving device 

What prayer does is to enable us, not to find a way round the hard thing, but to go 
straight through it. 

God has a secret stairway to every heart. 

Submitted by Ken Wells 

For Your Prayers 

Please remember Ruth Blake, Wendy Carter, Janet Barratt, Raj Sandhu and 
family and especially Raj’s father, and the family of Cathie Corfield.   

Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

Telephone 01234 213722
email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk
mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

