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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/47
SUNDAY 21 MARCH 2021

Dear Friends 

A couple of weeks ago we included the hymn The Spacious Firmament on High on our 
service sheet. The recording was made by the choir of Trinity College, Cambridge, and 
listening to this hymn prompted me to search for other music that the choir had 
recorded on YouTube. I quickly found a beautiful recording of Evensong, made just 
before the lockdown began last year. One of the readings at this service was the parable 
of the talents, and it was taken from the Authorised Version of the Bible. Perhaps it was 
the poetic language, but that recording caused me ponder that particular parable of 
Jesus. 

We are all familiar with this passage. The individual with five talents, used their gifts 
and opportunities to the full. The individual with two talents, did likewise. It was the 
person with the one talent who failed in their appointed task. They feared their master 
and dared to take no risks, so hiding their talent, they made no use of it whatsoever. 

The individual who hid their talent was deemed to have failed, and the relevance of this 
story to our own life situation cannot be set aside.  

We are often tempted to believe that there is little that we can do about 
anything, and so we do nothing. We feel insignificant in this vast world, 
after all we are just one human being amongst billions. “What difference 
can I ever make? What do I have to give?” 

In truth, no organisation can function without the contribution of each 
individual person who makes up that organisation. Everyone is required 
to play their part and to pull their weight otherwise our world would 
grind to a halt. We have been reminded of this in recent months as we 
have discovered that those who we might once have been readily 
overlooked, are in fact our “key workers”. All of us have a something that 
we can give to our society.  

This also holds good for the church. In the vastness of the task that lays ahead of us 
here at Bunyan Meeting, especially as we begin to think about returning to worship and 
our regular activities later in the year, we are reminded that God requires the work and 
commitment of each one of us. We all have a vital part to play. As a church we require 
individuals who will take on responsibility in various areas of church life. We need 
somebody to volunteer as our Treasurer, which is a vital task! We need those who will 
bring gifts of insight and vision. Our work for Christ makes heavy demands upon us all, 
which we should meet with a spirit of enthusiasm, self sacrifice, service and zeal for the 
mission and ministry of His church. 

We may have given much in past years but are now at that stage in life where we are 
unable to physically volunteer. But there is still so much we can give. Our presence in 
worship, our faithfulness to Christ, our personal Christian witness and our prayers, all 
these things play a vital part in the life of the church and the extension of Christ’s 
kingdom.  
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Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

For Your Prayers  

Please remember: Chris Wootton’s sister Judy and all her family;  
Enid and Lilford Tatham; Iain and Cathy Stewart.

Town Centre  

Churches in Bedford  
 

 

Five services in Lent reflecting on coping with the Covid crisis. 

Wednesdays 24 February to 24 March  2021 

Join us on Zoom 

12.30pm-1.00pm  

ID: 851 0501 4603 

Passcode: 942352 

Coping with Crisis -  
The Church’s Response to Covid  

24 Feb Taking the Long View (Methodist Church and Bunyan Meeting) 
3 Mar Finding Hope (St Joseph’s) 
10 Mar The Power of Patience in the Face of Difficulties (St Cuthbert’s) 
17 Mar  A Common Enemy (St Paul’s) 
24 Mar The Living Christ in Times of Fear (Miracle Church) 

Online and Zoom during Lent 

‘Bunyan Hidden Highlights’ 
www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk 

‘Coping with Crises - 
The Church’s Response to Covid’ 
Wednesdays: 24 February to 24 March 
Join on Zoom: 12.30-1.00pm 

We all have much that we can bring to the work of this church. In the kingdom of God 
each one of us has a part to play and that part is always of great value and worth. Don’t 
hide your talent away but use it to the full.  

Please keep sending your articles for our News Letter direct to me 
at chrisdamp@mac.com or by post to the church office for my attention. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

“His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the 
joy of thy lord.” Matthew 25 v 21 

Sunday Worship 

Due to the current lockdown and the high level of Covid infections locally, Bunyan 
Meeting will now be closed for face to face worship until further notice. Our services 
will continue to be distributed by email and delivered to those without access to the 
internet. 

Church Meeting 

Our Church Meeting will be held via Zoom this coming Wednesday 24th March, at 
7.30pm. There will be some church business to transact and we also will welcome a 
guest speaker who will tell us about the work of the Mission Aviation Fellowship. MAF 
will be the charity that we are supporting during the second quarter of the year.  

Topic:  Church Meeting 

Time:  March 24, 2021 07:30 pm London 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88503798790?
pwd=NjRpdHl4YTNrR1BldXFIL0lHajkrdz09 

Meeting ID:  885 0379 8790 

Passcode:  217139 

Town Centre Churches Lent Course 

The last of the Town Centre Churches’ Lent Services will be held next Wednesday at 
12.30pm. Details of how to join can be found on page 6 of this News Letter. 

Great Expectations: 

Have you ever looked forward excitedly to an occasion or 
anticipated an event with dread, and on each occasion it has 
turned out to be the opposite of what you expected? In my 
early 20s a friend persuaded me to join a French evening class 
at the local school. At that time, apart from a small 
registration fee, the only cost was your own text book. Like 
many classes in those days, after the Christmas break the attendance dwindled and by 
March it had folded, but I had enjoyed it and my friend and I would sit down and 
pretend to speak in French. 

mailto:chrisdamp@mac.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88503798790?pwd=NjRpdHl4YTNrR1BldXFIL0lHajkrdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88503798790?pwd=NjRpdHl4YTNrR1BldXFIL0lHajkrdz09
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I have never been a traveller, never bothered about visiting the Taj Mahal or Niagara 
Falls, I had other interests. I was also busy building a career; however, I had a week’s 
holiday due and being single and all my friends still at work, I wondered what I was 
going to do. I decided I should try out my newly learned French so via a travel agent 
booked a week in Paris. This involved my first flight and of course first overseas trip. 
Having booked into my hotel where I was surprised how well the receptionist spoke 
English, I ventured out into the street.   

I just spent the days wandering around Paris finding sites I recognised from my text 
books at school and dropping into cafes for a glass of wine. I found myself at the 
entrance to Le Louvre and of course was aware that the famous Mona Lisa was 
displayed there. The first confusion was all French people knew it as La Gioconda but 
finally I was directed to the special room where it was displayed. 

As I approached the room I stopped and before entering said to myself, “This is 
something I never thought I would see.” I then entered the special room and looked at 
that very small painting behind a security panel and turned away disappointed. It had 
been a let down. 

Later that day I approached a busy road junction and looking up I could see the Arc de 
Triomphe. I was stunned as I felt a shiver shoot down my spine as I honestly believed I 
was watching the German soldiers marching through that arch. It was the picture I had 
seen so many times in books and comics and Pathé News. Are there ghosts? Years later 
when I stood in the auditorium at Pompeii a feeling overcome me that something 
terrible had happened there,  but whatever it was, I quickly left the arena because I felt 
uncomfortable. Strange aren’t we? 

Keep safe, Ken Thomas 

Wednesday Workshops 

The Basement's online Wednesday Workshops are now into their third week.  

At the end of February, when funding from Harpur Trust had finally been secured, our 
Basement Co-ordinator, Anne Marie Abbate, made up 20 sizeable 'art packs' - 
sufficient materials for the full 8 week course - for those people who had signed up for 
the free classes. She then distributed the packs to their homes. I was lucky enough to be 
given a few 'spares' so I've been joining in the Wednesday afternoon sessions and 
thoroughly enjoying them. 

The classes - one in the morning and one in the afternoon - last for two hours and it's a 
really relaxing and involving experience; the time goes all too quickly. Conversation is 
easy and varied and Anne Marie ensures everyone gets a chance to tell others about 
their week and perhaps show the group other art and craft pieces they may be working on. 

Yes, it's not the same as 'being there' but it's a lovely sociable occasion nevertheless, 
with the bonus of an item of home-made art to be proud of (hopefully!) afterwards.  

All credit is due to Anne Marie for obtaining the funding and for creating, organising 
and running these free Workshops, which are an important part of The Basement's 
community outreach.  

It is planned that some of the artwork produced during the Workshops will be on show 
in The Basement when we're able to re-open. 

Best wishes and hope to see you all soon,  

Myra Powell  

“C'est 
quelque 

chose que 
je n'aurais 

jamais 
pensé 
voir.”
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Lady Margaret Glasse - A Tribute  

We were so very sorry to hear the sad news that our Life President of the Friends of the 
Bunyan Museum & Library, Lady Margaret Glasse had died on February 28th.  It was 
in 1997 that she agreed to start a Friends organisation.  As Chairman she gathered 
many of her friends to form the first Committee; several of whom later agreed to plan 
and present events for the Friends meetings, which raised considerable funds to help 
us make many improvements to the Museum and Library.  She attended the official 
opening of the refurbished Bunyan Library and the new Reading Room on 6th May 
2010. This was one of the major projects the Friends helped to finance. 

The Friends Committee meetings were always very happy occasions. I remember that 
we provided the tea and coffee, and Maggie would always bring her tin of sweet biscuits 
from home. 

Maggie was such a delightful person, so kind and warm.  We will remember her with 
great affection, and we pay tribute to all she did to promote the Museum.  When she 
retired from the Friends Committee we were delighted when she accepted our 
invitation to become Life President. 

We send our sincere sympathy to her children and all the family. 

A Memorial service will be held at Milton Bryan, Bedfordshire in July. 

Doreen Watson                                                                                                                               
Former member of the Friends Committee 

The Church Website  

Here are some new resources you may find useful: 

Worship 
https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/copy-of-this-month-s-services 

Spring Harvest 2021. This year's festival takes place from Sunday 4 - Thursday 8 
April and is online. The theme is 'Unrivalled, why we worship?'. They’ll be 
thinking about why we worship, who we worship, how we worship and what 
happens when we worship; through music, talks, all age meetings and 
entertainment. The organisers are offering Congregational Federation churches 
10% off tickets this year (enter code SH21CONGFED when registering). 

News and activities 
https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/copy-of-forthcoming-events 

Reflections on the life of Captain Sir Tom Moore - 'A Meaningful Life'. Darren Blaney, 
minister of Herne Bay Baptist Church, writes 'it struck me that we can learn some 
spiritual lessons from Captain Tom's life that will stand us in good stead for our own 
lives'. 

The United Reformed Church has produced some very useful information guides to 
help us with digital skills, including 'Guide to setting up a Zoom account' and 'How to 
use WhatsApp'. 

Thank you for your ideas for new web resources; they are always very welcome! We'd 
also love to receive any feedback you have about these web pages. 

Ann Davies, Ian Rowlands, Lydia Saul, David Walker, Janet Wootton 

https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/copy-of-this-month-s-services
https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/copy-of-forthcoming-events
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Dozing off in Church … by Chris 

Several years ago we had a visiting minister on a Sunday evening at Bunyan and I was 
present and so had the opportunity to sit in the congregation rather than conduct the 
service. I sat at the back of the church and suddenly came to with a start. I had fallen 
asleep. I looked around, hoping that nobody had noticed, only to see Andy Graham and 
Brian Cornish in the foyer both grinning at me. I had been caught dozing in church!  

But this reminds me of another story about D. L. Moody, the American evangelist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Moody often had guests in their Chicago home. One evening, after a very 
demanding day, Moody asked a visiting Christian to lead in family devotions. The man 
waxed eloquent as he expounded the symbolism in a difficult chapter of the Bible. Then 

he prayed at great length. When the worship was over, Mrs. Moody and the guest got 
up from their knees, but Moody remained bowed in prayer. The guest thought that 
he was praying, but Mrs. Moody soon detected that her husband was - asleep! 

How’s Your Thatch? 

On another one of our long walks we arrived at our pre-booked B&B to be met by a 
man just leaving. It was an idyllic thatched cottage and on greeting us the landlady 
explained that the man who had just left was the Pest Control Officer. He was trying to 
get rid of the squirrels in her thatch. That put the fear of hell into my late wife Kirsteen 
who had visions of squirrels getting into her bed at night! We eventually managed to 
calm her down and persuade her to stay the night, needless to say Kirsteen was the first 
person up in the morning. 

Ken Wells 

The BMS Birthday Scheme  

If you wish to support the BMS through their Birthday Scheme, please contact 
Margaret Ormerod. It’s a great way to celebrate a birthday. Thank you for your 
support.  
Pat Hurry celebrates her birthday this week.  
Members of the Scheme can make donations online at bmsworldmission.org 
quoting our church reference number which  is 7. Or you can send your donation to 
Margaret Ormerod at 32, Wheathouse Close, Bedford. MK41 8JX. Or simply wait until 
we are back at church and hand it to me there.   
Many thanks, Margaret  

John Bunyan says of Prayer: 

“When thou prayest, rather let thy heart be without words than thy words without 
heart.” 

Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

http://bmsworldmission.org
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Town Centre  

Churches in Bedford  
 

 

Five services in Lent reflecting on coping with the Covid crisis. 

Wednesdays 24 February to 24 March  2021 

Join us on Zoom 

12.30pm-1.00pm  

ID: 851 0501 4603 

Passcode: 942352 

Coping with Crisis -  
The Church’s Response to Covid  

24 Feb Taking the Long View (Methodist Church and Bunyan Meeting) 
3 Mar Finding Hope (St Joseph’s) 
10 Mar The Power of Patience in the Face of Difficulties (St Cuthbert’s) 
17 Mar  A Common Enemy (St Paul’s) 
24 Mar The Living Christ in Times of Fear (Miracle Church) 

Online and Zoom during Lent 

‘Bunyan Hidden Highlights’ 
www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk 

‘Coping with Crises - 
The Church’s Response to Covid’ 
Wednesdays: 24 February to 24 March 
Join on Zoom: 12.30-1.00pm 
Zoom details 
ID: 851 0501 4603; Passcode: 942352 

For Your Prayers  

Please remember: Bob Allen; Brian and Anne Tolley;  
Alan and Dorothy Nicholas on the death of Dorothy’s brother in Australia. In 
recent weeks Alan and Dorothy have also lost two sisters-in-law.

mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

