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Sunday 1 November 2020 
SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION

BUNYAN MEETING BEDFORD

On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare a 
feast of rich food for all peoples … The Sovereign Lord 

will wipe away the tears from all faces. Isaiah 25: 6a & 8a
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Opening prayers

O God who, 
looking with compassion upon your travel-weary people of old, 
and seeing them as sheep without a shepherd, 
sustained and provided for them in their need; 
be with all such in our world today, 
and help us to count and care for them  
in the way shown to us by your Son, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Prayer based on Mark 6:34

Our Father who art in heaven 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

11.00am 
Morning Worship
with Communion
in Church

The Bible is placed 
in the pulpit 
at the beginning 
of our service.
Today’s readings are:
• Isaiah 25: 6-9
• John 11: 32-42
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Hymn - God is love, his the care

God is love, his the care, 
tending each, everywhere. 
God is love, all is there! 
Jesus came to show him, 
that we all might know him! 
Sing aloud, loud, loud! 
Sing aloud, loud, loud! 
God is good! 
God is truth! 
God is beauty! 
Praise him! 

None can see God above; 
Jesus shows how to love; 
thus may we Godward move, 
joined as sisters, brothers, 
finding him in others.  
Sing aloud, loud, loud! 
Sing aloud, loud, loud! 
God is good! 
God is truth! 
God is beauty! 
Praise him! 

To our Lord praise we sing, 
light and life, friend and king, 
coming down, love to bring, 
pattern for our duty, 
showing God in beauty.  
Sing aloud, loud, loud! 
Sing aloud, loud, loud! 
God is good! 
God is truth! 
God is beauty! 
Praise him! 

Percy Dearmer (1867-1936)

Click: God is love, his the care

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn1


 

Sunday 1 November 2020 page 4

Love bade me welcome

LOVE bade me welcome; yet my soul drew back, 
            Guilty of dust and sin. 
But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack 
    From my first entrance in, 
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning 
            If I lack’d anything. 
‘A guest,’ I answer’d, ‘worthy to be here:’ 
            Love said, ‘You shall be he.’ 
‘I, the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear, 
            I cannot look on Thee.’ 
Love took my hand and smiling did reply, 
            ‘Who made the eyes but I?’ 
‘Truth, Lord; but I have marr’d them: let my shame 
            Go where it doth deserve.’ 
‘And know you not,’ says Love, ‘Who bore the blame?’ 
            ‘My dear, then I will serve.’ 
‘You must sit down,’ says Love, ‘and taste my meat.’ 
            So I did sit and eat. 

George Herbert (1593-1633)

Click to hear:
Love bade me welcome 
Vaughan Williams

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/extra1
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/extra1
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Hymn - I, the Lord of sea and sky

I, the Lord of sea and sky,  
I have heard my people cry.  
All who dwell in dark and sin,  
my hand will save. 
I who made the stars of night,  
I will make their darkness bright.  
who will bear my light to them?  
Whom shall I send? 

Here I am Lord, is it I Lord?  
I have heard you calling in the night.  
I will go Lord, if you lead me.  
I will hold your people in my heart.  

I, the Lord of snow and rain,  
I have born my people’s pain.  
I have wept for love of them, they turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone,  
give them hearts for love alone.  
I will speak my word to them,  
whom shall I send?  

Here I am Lord, is it I Lord?  
I have heard you calling in the night.  
I will go Lord, if you lead me.  
I will hold your people in my heart.  
Words Dan Schutte (b. 1947)

Click: 
I, the Lord of 
sea and sky

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn2
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn2
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Reading - Isaiah 25: 6-9
On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare
    a feast of rich food for all peoples,
a banquet of aged wine –
    the best of meats and the finest of wines.

On this mountain he will destroy
    the shroud that enfolds all peoples,
the sheet that covers all nations;
    he will swallow up death for ever.
The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears
    from all faces;
he will remove his people’s disgrace
    from all the earth.
The Lord has spoken.

In that day they will say,
‘Surely this is our God;
    we trusted in him, and he saved us.
This is the Lord, we trusted in him;
    let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.’

Flowers at Bunyan Meeting

Click for Bob reading: Isaiah 25: 6-9

The flowers for 
the Church this 
Sunday would have 
been provided by 
Ken Wells in 
memory of 
Kirsteen.

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/reading1
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Hymn - With joy we meditate the grace

With joy we meditate the grace 
of our High Priest above; 
his heart is made of tenderness, 
and overflows with love. 

Touched with a sympathy within, 
he knows our feeble frame; 
he knows what sore temptations mean 
for he has felt the same. 

He in the days of feeble flesh 
poured out his cries and tears; 
and, in his measure, feels afresh 
what every member bears. 

He'll never quench the smoking flax, 
but raise it to a flame; 
the bruisèd reed he never breaks, 
nor scorns the meanest name. 

Then let our humble faith address 
his mercy and his power: 
we shall obtain delivering grace 
in each distressing hour 

Isaac Watts (1674-1748)

Click: 
With joy we 

meditate the grace

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn3
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn3
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn3
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Reading - John 11: 32-44
When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and 
said, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also 
weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. ‘Where have you laid him?’ 
he asked.

‘Come and see, Lord,’ they replied.

Jesus wept.

Then the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’

But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have 
kept this man from dying?’

Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid 
across the entrance. ‘Take away the stone,’ he said.

‘But, Lord,’ said Martha, the sister of the dead man, ‘by this time there is a bad 
odour, for he has been there four days.’

Then Jesus said, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of 
God?’

So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, ‘Father, I thank you 
that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the 
benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.’

When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead 
man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth round 
his face.

Jesus said to them, ‘Take off the grave clothes and let him go.’

Stained glass 
window 
showing the 
raising of 
Lazarus

Click for Lesley reading: John 11: 32-44

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/reading2
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Sermon by the Rev’d Chris Damp
“Jesus wept” John 11 v 35

“Jesus wept.” Even though this is the shortest verse in the Bible, it is perhaps the 
most profound and eloquent in the whole of the New Testament. These two words 
speak to us of a God who is with us in the midst of our human living. Jesus is not a 
detached spectator, but One who feels as we feel. Here is a God Who is with us in 
our agony, our pain and our sadness. 

Although we say that God is with us in our times of deepest need, this has not 
always been our experience. God can often appear to be disinterested and far 
removed from our personal situation. There are moments when we can feel 
abandoned or forgotten by God.

This was the experience of the characters who appear in our reading. Lazarus was 
a very sick man, anxious about his health. His sisters, Mary and Martha were sick 
with worry and as Lazarus became weaker their hope of a cure was almost gone. In 
desperation, Mary sent word to Jesus in the hope that He would bring healing to 
her brother. 

Anthem - My song is love unknown by Malcolm Archer

My song is love unknown, 
my Saviour's love to me; 
love to the loveless shown, 
that they might lovely be. 
O who am I, 
that for my sake 
my Lord should take 
frail flesh, and die?

He came from His blest throne 
salvation to bestow; 
but men made strange, and none 
the longed-for Christ would know: 
but oh, my Friend, 
my Friend indeed, 
who at my need 
His life did spend.

Sometimes they strew His way, 
and His sweet praises sing; 
resounding all the day 
hosannas to their King: 
then "Crucify!" 
is all their breath, 
and for His death 
they thirst and cry.

Here might I stay and sing, 
no story so divine; 
never was love, dear King, 
never was grief like Thine. 
This is my friend, 
in Whose sweet praise 
I all my days 
could gladly spend. Amen.

Samuel Crossman (1624-1683)

Click: 
My song is love 

unknown

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/anthem
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/anthem
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Mary believed that Jesus would intervene. Jesus had healed many and Lazarus was a 
much loved friend. Surely He could not leave Lazarus to suffer or die. 

But in spite of Mary’s desperate plea, Jesus did not come, appearing quite unmoved 
by the news of Lazarus’s illness. It was two days later when Jesus finally left for the 
bedside of his friend. By the time He arrived, Lazarus was already dead. 

Mary and Martha were devastated. They had trusted that Jesus would come to 
them in their time of need and He had not arrived. So they laid Lazarus in the 
tomb, disappointed, disillusioned, questioning and stricken with grief. Why had Jesus 
allowed this to happen?

When we or our loved ones suffer, or when our world is shattered by tragedy and 
grief, we can also feel that we seek God in vain. When life is hard, when we are 
hurting and raw, Jesus can often appear to be very distant, for our prayers and 
pleading seem to fall upon deaf ears. We ask ourselves “Does God really care” and 
our faith can be shaken.’

Jesus’s arrival seemed far too late. Martha, feeling hurt and angry cried: “Lord, if only 
You had been here, my brother would not have died.”  (v 21)

Others grumbled in a similar fashion and asked: “Could not He who opened the 
eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” (v 37)

We have similarly doubted the power and possibilities that Jesus brings to our lives 
when He fails to respond or act in the way we assume that He should. 

But our story does not end here. The family of Lazarus were not alone. “Jesus 
wept”, He  was moved with sympathy and compassion and He proceeded to turn 
the situation around. 

Mary and Martha felt disappointed and disillusioned, and were angry for Jesus had 
not come to them in their need. They knew what should have been done and when 
Jesus told them how their situation could be resolved, they would have none of it! 
Lazarus was now a decaying corpse, and they felt that it was quite unreasonable to 
open up the tomb. Sadness and tragedy had blinded these individuals to the 
possibility of healing and life. In the midst of their darkness and sorrow, they closed 
their hearts to the hope and life that Jesus brought. 

The ways of God are often difficult for us to understand or accept, especially in 
times of difficulty, pain and sadness. We don’t understand God’s timing and we often 
fail to heed His voice, for His demands can seem harsh and unreasonable. 

What of our own pain, fears and sorrows which have affected us so deeply? Such is 
our hurt that we sometimes can bury our pains and sorrows deep within the 
sepulchre of our hearts and seal it tightly. There is often much that lies within us, 
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which can fester away, poisoning our living and we may feel unable to face such 
things.

Jesus brings life and hope into the midst of sorrow, death and decay. But to know 
the fulness of His delivering power, we must open the sepulchre of our own hearts 
to Him, we must delve within the depths of our being and bring our innermost 
needs into His life giving presence. It is only in opening up ourselves completely to 
Him that we find the beginning of healing, wholeness and fullness of life.

Life as we know, is not easy for anyone. But we are not alone in this life. “Jesus 
wept.” As we live in relationship with Jesus, we gradually begin to find inner 
wholeness and healing. In fact we discover that God is at work in our living. Jesus 
told Martha “that if you believed you would see the glory of God.”  (v 40)

Ultimately all was well, and it was all well because Martha finally placed her trust in 
Jesus. In our own living we discover that in trusting Him, we experience His power 
at work in our lives, bringing us healing and peace within, and delivering us even 
from the cold grip of death as He bestows upon us the gift of life. 

Martha’s faith had been shaken, she could not understand why Jesus had appeared 
to be deaf to her cries. But ultimately when she trusted in Him and responded to 
His word, everything was transformed. Even though Lazarus was in the tomb for 
four days, it was not too late; it is never too late for God. 

“Jesus wept.” These words speak to of Jesus’s presence with us in our times of 
greatest need, He feels our sorest pains, He knows our human experience from the 
inside, He knows the intensity of of our suffering and grief, these tears of Jesus give 
us a glimpse into the heart of God Himself. 

In this story, we see how the presence and power of Jesus can transform even the 
most hopeless situation. Does He really does understand? Yes, “Jesus wept.” Does 
he truly care? Yes, “Jesus wept.”

Every tear of Jesus is a small 
window through which we see 
the power, the presence and 
compassion of God, so that we 
might know, even in the midst of 
our own grief, and suffering, that 
we are safe in His hands and that 
He is love, all because “Jesus 
wept” for us.
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Prayers
Dear Lord,  we turn to you once again in acknowledgement of your power, majesty 
and centrality to our lives. 

We marvel at the joys that life can bring – the pleasure of families and the fun and 
laughter of children, the thrill of music, dance and literature – the pride of 
mastering a skill or craft, the satisfaction of solving problems, the exuberance of 

Hymn - Lord Jesus Christ

Lord Jesus Christ,  
you have come to us, 
you are one with us,  
Mary’s Son; 
cleansing our souls from all their sin, 
pouring your love and goodness in; 
Jesus, our love for you we sing, 
living Lord. 

Lord Jesus Christ,  
you have come to us, 
born as one of us,  
Mary’s Son. 
Led out to die on Calvary, 
risen from death to set us free, 
living Lord Jesus, help us see, 
you are Lord. 

Lord Jesus Christ,  
I would come to you, 
live my life for you,  
Son of God. 
All your commands I know are true, 
your many gifts will make me new, 
into my life, your power breaks through, 
living Lord; 
into my life your power breaks through, 
living Lord. 

Patrick Appleford (1925-2018)

Click: Lord Jesus Christ

Click for Rhion: Let us pray …

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/prayers
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn4
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competitive sport and even the friendly rivalries of different allegiances. We look in 
awe at magnificent mountains, or watch in wonder as the flowers in our garden 
grow and bloom. 

We are all on a pilgrimage from somewhere to somewhere else. Our journeys are 
unpredictable and can take a turn for the better or worse. We may set off in 
crowds, but find ourselves alone. We may be bristling with confidence and hope, yet 
fail to maintain our optimism. It is so easy to lose heart, become adrift from the 
others, take a wrong turning, stumble and stagger – for it can be a long and perilous 
passage. It may indeed have abundant joy, but also serious risks.

And this is why, our prayer today is to thank you for being the comforter and guide 
that helps us navigate the vicissitudes of life. From high days and holidays to low 
days and lonely times, Jesus Christ is always there. Help us find his presence in our 
lives. Give us the faith to access its powers of healing and renewal.

We think today of those undertaking perilous journeys. Refugees, feeling it 
necessary to abandon homes and communities in search of safety, security or the 
freedoms we take for granted. Be with them. Those travelling to see loved ones in 
care or in hospital – or maybe unable, due to the pandemic of bringing to them, the 
voice of comfort to the distressed or dying. And there are the journeys of the 
newly born – so dependent upon a family’s love and compassion – starting life with 
the happy outlook that knows little of life’s perils. Be with them all.

We debate whether Governments should help here and there – to assist a business 
owner facing difficulties in these troubled times – to help those who lose their jobs 
and the means to put food on the table and heat in their homes. We worry about 
the winter, and the journeys that become more challenging in the coming weeks. 
We have no shortage of things to be concerned about.

But there is one source of help and comfort that lies beyond anything that public 
institutions, the spin doctors or even the medical doctors can provide and that is 
why today, we bring you our prayers and our devotion. In the words of the carol 
that millions of the little ones will sing as they shortly re-enact the Christmas story:

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay
Close by me forever, and love me I pray.
John Thomas Macfarland (1851-1913)

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Communion
On this, the first Sunday of the month, you are invited to 
join in our Communion at our Morning Worship in church 
at 11.00am; or in one of the following ways:

• click to see & hear video recording: Communion;

• or follow the words below.

If you would like to do one of these, please provide yourself with a small piece of 
bread and a glass of wine (or non-alcoholic equivalent). You may like to sit at your 
table at home as you would for your meal.

Words of Invitation
Let us hear now the gracious words with which our Lord Jesus Christ bids us 
come unto him, that we may draw near to this Table in full assurance of faith.

‘Come unto me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’

‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled.’

‘I am the bread of life: whoever comes to me shall never hunger, and whoever believes 
on me shall never thirst. Whoever comes to me I will in no wise cast out.’

‘Behold I stand at the door and knock: if any one hears my voice and opens the door, I 
will come in to them, and will sup with them, and they with me.’

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/communion
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Words of Institution
Friends, let us hear the words of the institution of the Lord's 
Supper, as they are recorded for us by Saint Paul.

‘I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, that 

the Lord Jesus, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread: 

and, when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is 

my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. 

After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, 

saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: do this, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as you eat this 

bread, and drink this cup, you do show the Lord’s death till he come.’

Prayer
All glory, praise, and thanksgiving be to You, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who 
did so love the world that You gave Your only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believes in Him should not perish, but should have everlasting life.

Not as we ought, but as we are best able, we bless You for His incarnation, for His 
life and ministry on earth, for His sufferings and death upon the Cross, for His 
resurrection and ascension, and for the promise of His coming again in the glory of 
His kingdom.

Remembering the work and passion of our Saviour Christ, and pleading His eternal 
sacrifice, we Your people set forth this memorial, which He has willed us to make: 
and we most humbly ask that You would send down Your Holy Spirit to sanctify 
both us and these Your gifts of bread and wine, that we, receiving them, may by faith 
be made partakers of the body and blood of Jesus Christ, with all His benefits, to 
our spiritual nourishment and growth in grace, and to the glory of Your most holy 
name. 

Mercifully accept, O God, this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; and receive 
us by Your grace, as we offer and present ourselves to You for service; and so 
prosper the work of Your Church, and fulfil the purpose of Your redeeming love to 
all people, that we may come to the eternal joys of Your heavenly kingdom: through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

As you continue to view the video, or read the words that follow - eat the bread and 
drink the wine (as indicated) - knowing that, as you do so, you are sharing this act of 
remembrance with the Bunyan Meeting community in church and in their homes, and 
with your Christian brothers and sisters worldwide.

Christ Instituting the 
Eucharist (detail)
by Nicolas Poussin 
(1594-1665)
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(Then the Minister says:)

According to the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in 

remembrance of him, we do this: Who, on the night in which he 

was betrayed, when he had given thanks, took bread 

(here the Minister takes the bread into his hands), 

and broke it (here the Minister breaks the bread), and he shared 

it with his disciples saying, 

Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: 

this do in remembrance of me. 

After the same manner also he took a cup 

(here the Minister raises the cup in his hands), saying, 

This is the new covenant sealed with my blood: 

this do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

A moment of silence 

Let us then take and eat and drink in remembrance that Christ 

gave himself for us in love.

The bread is eaten and the wine is drunk 

After a moment of quiet reflection:

Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, 
we thank You that in Your mercy 
You have fed us at this table 
with spiritual food 
and assured us of Your goodness and love. 
Keep us, we pray You, 
in the faith and fellowship of Your Church; 
enable us henceforth to live to Your glory; 
and bring us at last to Your heavenly kingdom: 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.
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Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

The Grace 
And may the grace  
of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the love of God,  
and the fellowship  
of the Holy Spirit,  
be with us all, evermore.  
Amen

Hymns in today’s service are used By Permission. CCL Licence No. 3740
The texts are from the New International Version (UK) of the Bible

Hymn - God is Love: let heaven adore him
God is Love: let heaven adore him; 
God is Love: let earth rejoice; 
let creation sing before him, 
and exalt him with one voice. 
He who laid the earth's foundation, 
he who spread the heavens above, 
he who breathes through all creation, 
he is Love, eternal Love. 

God is Love: and he enfoldeth 
all the world in one embrace; 
with unfailing grasp he holdeth 
every child of every race. 
And when human hearts are breaking 
under sorrow's iron rod, 
all the sorrow, all the aching 
wrings with pain the heart of God. 

God is Love: and though with blindness 
sin afflicts the souls of men, 
God's eternal loving-kindness 
holds and guides them even then. 
Sin and death and hell shall never 
o'er us final triumph gain; 
God is Love, so Love for ever 
o'er the universe must reign. 

Timothy Rees (1874-1939)

Click: 
God is Love: 
let heaven 
adore him

mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn5
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn5
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn5
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Activities - Jesus cares for us; Jesus heals the paralytic 

Two YouTube videos about Jesus caring and healing:
Jesus is caring for you (Song 1.37mins) and Jesus heals the paralytic (2.42mins)

Some men came, bringing to Jesus a paralysed man, 
carried by four of them. Since they could not get him to 
Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the 
roof above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered 
the mat the man was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith, 
he said to the paralysed man, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.’
Mark 2: 3-5

https://youtu.be/OTYaGMc8VYE
https://youtu.be/0LqHYkGU4Zg

