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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/27
SUNDAY 18 OCTOBER 2020

Dear friends 

Last week we received an email from somebody in Australia enquiring of the 
whereabouts of a grave in our burial ground, where his great, great great grandfather, 
William Berrill was buried in 1855. William Berrill was appointed as a Trustee of the 
church in March of 1808, but we know little else about him. The enquirer added a note 
that William Berrill’s brother Edward, was a minister at Bunyan. I looked him up in the 
History of Bunyan Meeting, and found that he was not a minister but rather one of our 
Trustees, appointed to that office in 1835. 

Was Edward Berrill perhaps a minister elsewhere? I searched through the books in my 
study and eventually found another reference to Edward Berrill and then discovered an 

obituary for him in the 1876 Congregational Year Book. Edward Berrill 
was born at Castle Mills, Goldington on the 6th November, 1796. He was 
one of nine children and his father died when Edward was twelve years old. 
Edward went to work for Samuel Whitbread as a plasterer at Southill Park 
and whilst there he made use of the Library. His reading led him to 
question his Christian faith, so his sister made him promise to read nothing 
but the Bible for six months. His obituary states “This promise he faithfully 
kept and he became from this time an earnest and firm believer in the full 
and free atonement of a crucified Saviour.” 

When he was about eighteen, Edward became a Sunday school teacher at our Old 
Meeting House, and being encouraged by the minister, the Rev. Samuel Hillyard, he 
took up preaching. He would walk some fifteen to twenty five miles each Sunday to fill 
the pulpit at various churches. Eventually Edward Berrill trained for the ministry and 
became Pastor at the Congregational church at Byfield where he remained seven years. 
He later served the churches at Market Deeping and Wollaston. Berrill’s biographer 
lists several accidents which befell him over the years and having finally been run over 
by a carriage and five horses, he retired from the ministry! “Mr Berrill went wholly to 
be with Christ on the 7th April 1875 in the 79th year of his age” and was buried in 
Northampton Cemetery. 

We hear a good deal about John Bunyan, but we often tend to forget that great cloud of 
witnesses, those men and women who have faithfully served Christ here at Bunyan 
Meeting over the centuries. We give thanks for Edward Berrill and those countless 
others who have lived lives of faith, commitment and service. These saints, are an 
example to us and their witness encourages us to consider our own Christian living. Do 
we today still endeavour to run that race which is set before us with endurance, keeping 
our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith? 

Please keep sending your articles for our News Letter direct to me at 
chrisdamp@mac.com or by post to the church office for my attention. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

mailto:chrisdamp@mac.com
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“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw 
off every encumbrance and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with 
endurance the race set out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith.”  Hebrews 12 v 1 - 2 

Helena Kent 

We are sorry to hear that Helena Kent died last Sunday morning. Helena has been 
unable to attend services very often since a suffering a stroke six years ago, but prior to 
this, she and her late husband Paddy played an active part in the life of Bunyan 
Meeting. We keep Fiona and David, her Daughter and son in law and all her family in 
our prayers at this time.  

This Week at Bunyan Meeting 

Wednesday 21st October Museum Committee  5.30pm (via Zoom) 

Sunday 25th October  Morning Worship 11.00am  
 conducted by the Minister 

Church Meeting 
We will hold a Church Meeting in the church at 7.30pm on Wednesday 28th 
October.   

Entrance to the church will follow the same procedures that we use to open on a 
Sunday for worship.  

The meeting will be limited to about 35 minutes and we will deal with only essential 
business.  

There will  only be a short agenda which will include adoption of amendment to the 
Church Trust Document, a proposal to extend the term of all the Deacons by one year 
and a brief discussion on staffing proposals for the Museum next year.  

If you would rather not attend the Church Meeting in person, you will be able to join 
the meeting by Zoom using the link below: 

Topic: Church Meeting 

Time: Oct 28, 2020 07:30 PM London 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84677226474?
pwd=S3lEZlNtRE8wdURCMVZWUndvekNEUT09 

If you would like to join the meeting by telephone you can dial 0208 080 6592 and 
enter the following information: 

Meeting ID: 846 7722 6474 

Passcode: 117719 

Sunday Worship at Mill Street  

We continue to meet each Sunday at 11.00am for worship. Our services are short, 
lasting about 35 minutes. It is a legal requirement that we should wear face masks in 
the church (unless you are in an exempt category) and we must allow as much 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84677226474?pwd=S3lEZlNtRE8wdURCMVZWUndvekNEUT09%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84677226474?pwd=S3lEZlNtRE8wdURCMVZWUndvekNEUT09%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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ventilation as possible, so it will be feeling cold in church! We have spoken to the 
Council and the Denominations about this and they have confirmed that it is essential 
that doors and windows are left open to introduce as much fresh air as possible and so 
reduce the risk of infection. Apparently some churches are encouraging people to bring 
blankets and a hot water bottle! We have also been told not to use heaters which blow 
hot air so we cannot use the heating downstairs in the church whilst the building is 
occupied.  

It is essential that you maintain a distance of six feet or two metres from others inside 
the church building. Please also remember your umbrella as you may have to wait 
outside the church until the stewards are ready to seat you.  

After the service it is essential that you remain in your seat until a steward directs you 
to leave the church and please do vacate the building promptly, not stopping to speak 
with others until you are outside. Once outside, please keep the path to the gate clear, 
remember to keep your distance from others and do not gather in groups of more than 
six. 

Janet Barratt 

We first met Janet on an Easter Monday walk on the Bunyan Trail as we 
walked over the Igranic Bridge (Elstow Road) on our way to Elstow well over 
thirty years ago, and we become firm friends with Janet and Peter. Janet 
being told by Janice that I did a little flower arranging  talked me into 
joining the church Flower Club and to take part in a Flower Festival. Janet 
became a great inspiration to me and taught me so much.  

We spent many days out together, and evening meals, becoming close 
friends over the years. We remember planning a holiday but did not know 
what to do about our dog. Janet immediately came to the rescue, they would 

love to have her. The dog was not too happy about being left, but on our return we had 
a job to get her away. This became the norm for many years.  

One could talk to Janet about anything, church life, family, gardening, flower 
arranging; Peter was also great to talk to and being a Queens Park boy also attended 
the same school as me (I must add not at the same time!). We also talked much about 
old Bedford, schooling and gardening.  

A great couple. We missed Peter, but we will miss Janet even more. One of our greatest 
friends and our confidant. 

Now gone to be with the Lord she so greatly loved.  

Love to you, Janet. 

Evan and Janice  

Bunyan Meeting Burial Ground  

It was during the lockdown in an “I’m bored” moment that I decided to search the 
internet for Bunyan Meeting, Bedford, just to see what hidden gems I could find, there 
I saw this web link: 

http://www.stevengibbs.me.uk/Bedford-BunyanMeetingBurials.htm 
it was a list of burials from July 1846 to April 1855 

What or who would I find there?  (see next page) 

http://www.stevengibbs.me.uk/Bedford-BunyanMeetingBurials.htm
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Are we related? As yet I do not know, but Henry is a name that is very popular amongst 
the wider Cornish clan, in fact my grandfather was George Henry.  When I have 
absolutely nothing else to do I will continue the search. 

Have a look at the website, there’s no telling who you may find. 

Brian Cornish 

3 Museums Project – Focus Groups. 

If you haven’t already done so, please let me know asap if you would like to be part of 
the focus groups in November. Please send name and dates not available. There will be 
just one or two meetings and most likely in socially distanced groups (although Zoom is 
available if you would prefer!) at one of the museums during the daytime. 

Cherry Protheroe - caprotheroe@btinternet.com  -  01234 378806 

Thanks, Cherry 

Hannah Rowlands - new job 

You may remember our daughter Hannah coming to the January CC&C service to talk 
about her work with SBN (Scaling Up Nutrition Business Network). Janet Wootton 
then interviewed her for an article in the March edition of Bunyan News. We thought 
you'd like to know that Hannah has a new job as a Private Sector Partnerships 
Consultant with the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP), based in 
Rome. https://www.wfp.org  

It's very closely aligned with her work at SBN but with a wider remit than 
Communications, and in a larger organisation. WFP has just won the 2020 Nobel 
Peace Prize for their work to combat hunger and improve conditions for peace. 

Ian and Ann 

Desert Island Discs 

Having listened to Desert Island Discs for so many years; it began in 1942, I have often 
sat and wondered what records I would take. It has probably changed over the years 
but I try to choose as many as I can, then associate the disc with some aspect of my life, 
as do the guests, so here are a few of mine. Perhaps you can also contribute yours. It 
would be fascinating to hear yours for the variety.   

First, ‘Abide With Me’. This beautiful hymn was also sung so movingly at the FA Cup 
finals when the crowd always showed absolute respect. When I was about 10 years old, 
I heard it when I was taken to see the film ‘A Night to Remember’ - the sinking of the 
Titanic in black and white. Forget the remakes, watch this version and weep. 

Janet Barratt 

We first met Janet on an Easter Monday walk on the Bunyan Trail as we walked 
over the Igranic Bridge (Elstow Road) on our way to Elstow well over thirty years 
ago. Becoming firm friends with Janet and Peter. Janet being told by Janice that I 
did a little flower arranging  talked me into joining the church Flower Club and to 
take part in a Flower Festival. Janet because a great inspiration to me and taught 
me so much.  

We spent many days out together, and evening meals, becoming close friends over 
the years. We remember planning a holiday but did not know what to do about our 
dog. Janet immediately came to the rescue, they would love to have her. The dog 
was not too happy about being left, but on our return we had a job to get her away. 
This became the norm for many years.  

One could talk to Janet about anything, church life, family, gardening, flower 
arranging; Peter was also great to talk to and being a Queens Park boy also 
attended the same school as me (I must add not at the same time!). We also talked 
much about old Bedford, schooling and gardening.  

A great couple. We missed Peter, but we will miss Janet even more. One of our 
greatest friends and our confidant. 

Now gone to be with the Lord she so greatly loved.  

Love to you Janet 

Evan and Janice  

Bunyan Meeting Burial Ground  

It was during the lockdown in an “I’m bored” moment that I decided to search the 
internet for Bunyan Meeting, Bedford, just to see what hidden gems I could find, 
there I saw this web link. 

 http://www.stevengibbs.me.uk/Bedford-BunyanMeetingBurials.htm  

it was a list of burials from July 1846 to April 1855 

What or who would I find there?   

3
7

24 August 
1847 CORNISH Walter 

Scott
Adelaide Square, 
St Pauls, Bedford

2 years 7 
months

Son of Thomas & 
Elizabeth CORNISH

3
8

30 August 
1847 CORNISH Joseph Adelaide Square, 

St Pauls, Bedford 12 months Son of Thomas & 
Elizabeth CORNISH

Are we related? As yet I do not know, but Henry is a name that is very popular 
amongst the wider Cornish clan, in fact my grandfather was George Henry.  When I 
have absolutely nothing else to do I will continue the search. 

Have a look at the website, there’s no telling who you may find. 

Brian Cornish	

A passing thought. 

On the odd occasion when I use cash, and receive a 50p coin in my change, I 
always check the reverse, could it be the famous and very rare Kew Gardens coin. 
Alas no, but it did bare the inscription 
Peace, prosperity and friendship with all nations 31 January 2020 
If only that turned out to be true, here’s to 2021. 

Brian Cornish 

3 Museums Project – Focus Groups. 

If you haven’t already done so, please let me know asap if you would like to be part 
of the focus groups in November. Please send name and dates not available. There 
will be just one or two meetings and most likely in socially distanced groups 
(although zoom is available if you would prefer!) at one of the museums during the 
daytime. 
Thank you. 
Cherry Protheroe: caprotheroe@btinternet.com 01234 378806 
  
Thanks. 
Cherry. 

Hannah Rowlands - new job 

You may remember our daughter Hannah coming to the January CC&C service to 
talk about her work with SBN, (Scaling Up Nutrition Business Network). Janet 
Wootton then interviewed her for an article in the March edition of Bunyan News. 
We thought you'd like to know that Hannah has a new job as a Private Sector 
Partnerships Consultant with the United Nations World Food Programme, (WFP), 
based in Rome. https://www.wfp.org It's very closely aligned with her work at SBN 
but with a wider remit than Communications and in a larger organisation. WFP has 
just won the 2020 Nobel Peace Prize for their work to combat hunger and improve 
conditions for peace. 

10 February 
1851 CORNISH Henry Adelaide Square, St 

Pauls, Bedford 3 Son of Thomas & Elizabeth 
CORNISH

Janet Barratt 

We first met Janet on an Easter Monday walk on the Bunyan Trail as we walked 
over the Igranic Bridge (Elstow Road) on our way to Elstow well over thirty years 
ago. Becoming firm friends with Janet and Peter. Janet being told by Janice that I 
did a little flower arranging  talked me into joining the church Flower Club and to 
take part in a Flower Festival. Janet because a great inspiration to me and taught 
me so much.  

We spent many days out together, and evening meals, becoming close friends over 
the years. We remember planning a holiday but did not know what to do about our 
dog. Janet immediately came to the rescue, they would love to have her. The dog 
was not too happy about being left, but on our return we had a job to get her away. 
This became the norm for many years.  

One could talk to Janet about anything, church life, family, gardening, flower 
arranging; Peter was also great to talk to and being a Queens Park boy also 
attended the same school as me (I must add not at the same time!). We also talked 
much about old Bedford, schooling and gardening.  

A great couple. We missed Peter, but we will miss Janet even more. One of our 
greatest friends and our confidant. 

Now gone to be with the Lord she so greatly loved.  

Love to you Janet 

Evan and Janice  

Bunyan Meeting Burial Ground  

It was during the lockdown in an “I’m bored” moment that I decided to search the 
internet for Bunyan Meeting, Bedford, just to see what hidden gems I could find, 
there I saw this web link. 

 http://www.stevengibbs.me.uk/Bedford-BunyanMeetingBurials.htm  

it was a list of burials from July 1846 to April 1855 

What or who would I find there?   

3
7

24 August 
1847 CORNISH Walter 

Scott
Adelaide Square, 
St Pauls, Bedford

2 years 7 
months

Son of Thomas & 
Elizabeth CORNISH

3
8

30 August 
1847 CORNISH Joseph Adelaide Square, 

St Pauls, Bedford 12 months Son of Thomas & 
Elizabeth CORNISH

mailto:caprotheroe@btinternet.com
https://www.wfp.org
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Number 2. ‘Passing Strangers’ by Billie Eckstine and Sarah Vaughan. I hadn’t seen 
my eldest sister for many years but on visiting her one day the conversation moved 
onto music. I happened to mention how much I liked that song and hadn’t heard it in 
years. She left the room and returned with a 45 disc for me. It sounded as good as I 
remembered but more than that, I have the wonderful memory of talking to my sister 
who is no longer with us. 

Number 3. A favourite of my dad was ‘The Old Rugged Cross’. So many artists have 
recorded this and a lot depends on the occasion for full effect, but I always come back 
to the version by Johnnie Cash. He almost narrates it in his indomitable way but it 
always moves me.    

And number 4 can only be Elgar’s ‘Pomp and Circumstance’. You can be on your 
own or sitting with friends, it doesn’t matter, it is impossible not to join in.  

These are not my top four, but amongst equally with my top 50. I would find it difficult 
to de select many of the other 46, and my book: ‘How Green is my valley’. It was on 
Talking Pictures recently and for the umpteenth time I shed tears at the end. 

Keep safe, Ken 
(Editor’s note: We all enjoyed the lovely ‘Covid Island Discs’ on the BM website recently)    

Having spent 2 weeks in isolation so that my Grandfather can get his hip operation at 
last, all being well he goes in on Thursday (15th). I would like to thank Michael for 
doing my deliveries of the News Letter and Service Sheets, and Julie for getting us 
some milk etc., everyone who has been praying also, and Josie for the lovely flowers 
that came a few weeks ago. 

Just a few words about Janet Barrett. I would like to say that she gave me a chance to 
sell cards for charity and gave me encouragement and confidence and, as Pearl said, 
about the world being a better place (with her). I would totally agree - it certainly is. 

Me and Mum are both well, and will be glad that Grandfather is getting his hip done.  
As a lot of the What'sApp group know about my cousin - she has been in and out of 
hospital with very high blood pressure and as she's pregnant with her fourth child; and 
as far as I know she is home at the moment. The baby Girl could be here within the 
next couple of weeks and she will be roughly 2 months early. 

Well apart from doing Cross Stitch and the History Group through Chatzy with Autism 
Bedfordshire, I have also been sorting through my stamp collection. I will have a nice 
bag of stamps for BMS when able to get them to the church, and a bag to go to Oxfam 
as well - as they take the stamps that are not on paper. 

I am so thankful for the wonderful group of people that Bunyan has within it. 

Ruth 

Another Tempsford Story 

On the edge of the WW2 airfield at Tempsford is the Memorial Barn and close by have 
been planted a number of trees in memory of Resistance Groups in Europe and men 
and women who operated from Tempsford. 

One tree has a plaque remembering Squadron Leader Freddie Pickhard V.C. (left) who 
for a time was  the leader there of 161 Squadron. Eventually Pickhard was posted to an 
airfield in southern England to lead a Squadron of Mosquito fighter/bomber aircraft. 
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Quarry Theatre 
01234 362337 (Booking) 
01234 362269 (Enquiries) 
quarrytheatre@bedfordschool.org.uk

Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

Telephone 01234 213722
email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

In due course Pickhard’s Squadron was called on to undertake a special mission to 
bomb the walls of the Amiens prison in Northern France. Within the prison were 400 
members of the Maquis (French Resistance) who were about to be executed. The 
bombing raid was successful in enabling a large number of prisoners to escape. Sadly a 
German Messerschmitt fighter aircraft shot the tail off of Pickhard’s Mosquito causing 
it to crash and killing him - hence the award of the V.C. for his bravery. 

Ken Wells 

The BMS Birthday Scheme  

If you wish to support the BMS through their Birthday Scheme, please contact 
Margaret Ormerod. It’s a great way to celebrate a birthday. Thank you for your 
support.  

Jean McGall celebrates her birthday this coming week.  

Members of the Scheme can make donations online at bmsworldmission.org 
quoting our church reference number which  is 7. Or you can send your donation to 
Margaret Ormerod at 32, Wheathouse Close, Bedford. MK41 8JX. Or if you are 
addending our services in church, you may hand it to me there. 

Many thanks, Margaret 

For Your Prayers 

Please remember Ruth Blake, Jean Bodger, Wendy Carter, Mary and Kenneth 
Davies, Gilly and Alan Millbery and all of Janet Barratt’s family, and Fiona, 
David and all of Helena Kent’s family.  

 
 

Saturday 21st & Sunday 22nd November 2020 
230pm to 400pm 

Quarry Theatre, 26 St Peter’s Street, Bedford MK40 2NN 

mailto:quarrytheatre@bedfordschool.org.uk
mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk
http://bmsworldmission.org

