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… when we see others with 
spiritual eyes, we quickly revise 

our estimates of them. An oyster 
shell is certainly not a thing of 

beauty, but inside there is is often 
a pearl of great price. 

Sermon: page 10
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Prayers
Come, O Christ, 
with your winnowing-basket. 
Enter our institutions and each of our lives, 
and by your presence in our midst 
remove from them all that is hollow and husk-like, 
nourish our bodies with wholesome grain 
and give substance to our determination 
to share your good gifts with all 
in any kind of need. Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Bible is placed 
in the pulpit 
at the beginning 
of our service.

Today’s readings are:  

• 2 Corinthians 5: 6-17  

• Mark 4: 26-34
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Hymn - Angel-voices ever singing
Angel-voices ever singing, 
round thy throne of light, 
angel-harps for ever ringing, 
rest not day or night; 
thousands only live to bless thee, 
and confess thee 
Lord of might. 

For we know that thou rejoicest 
o'er each work of thine; 
thou didst ears and hands and voices 
for thy praise design; 
craftsman's art and music's measure 
for thy pleasure 
all combine. 

In thy house, great God, we offer 
of thine own to thee; 
and for thine acceptance proffer, 
all unworthily, 
hearts and minds and hands and voices, 
in our choicest 
psalmody. 

Honour, glory, might and merit, 
thine shall ever be, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
blessed Trinity! 
Of the best that thou hast given 
earth and heaven 
render thee. 
Francis Pott (1832-1909) 

Angel with harp
Stained glass window in 
St Paul’s Church, Bedford

Click for:
Angel-voices 
ever singing

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn1
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn1
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‘Shine, Jesus, shine … may our lives tell your story’ *

We continue to look forward to our Church’s 350th 
anniversary next year … in preparation for which, we are 
planning a sharing and celebration of ‘Faith Stories’ among 
our members - both young and old. 

For inspiration and encouragement, our Service Sheets 
feature Christians whose ‘lives tell … of Christ’s … story’. 

Corrie ten Boom …
… was arrested in a Gestapo raid in 1944, together with her 
father, sisters, brother and nephew, for sheltering fugitives from 
the Nazis in their home in Haarlem. Her father died while 
confined in the concentration camp, and Corrie and her sister, 
Betsie, eventually ended up in Ravensbrück, a camp exclusively 
for women. Betsie grew steadily weaker and died on the 16th 
December that same year. Her last words to Corrie were, ‘(we) 
must tell them what we have learnt here. We must tell them 
that there is no pit so deep that He (God) is not deeper still. They will listen to us, 
Corrie, because we have been here.’

Corrie survived, vowing never to return to Germany. 
However she was persuaded later to embark on 
speaking engagements there, and as she was 
delivering a talk on forgiveness, she saw that one of 
the Ravensbrück’s prison guards was in the audience. 
Afterwards this former guard thanked her for her 
message, ‘To think’, he said, ‘that He has washed my 
sins away.’ 

To take the hand that he had stretched out towards her was 
the hardest thing that Corrie ever had to do in her life. But, 
she says, ‘As I took his hand the most incredible thing 
happened. From my shoulder along my arm and through my 
hand a current seemed to pass from me to him, while into my  
heart sprang a love for this stranger that almost overwhelmed 
me. And so I discovered … when He tells us to love our 
enemies, He gives, along with the command, the love itself.’

350th
ANNIVERSARY

* from ‘Lord, the light of your love is shining’ by Graham Kendrick (b. 1950)

‘… when He 
tells us to love 
our enemies, 

He gives, 
along with 

the command, 
the love itself.’

Ravensbrück concentration camp
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Albert Spicer (1847-1934) & Eva Dykes Spicer (1898–1974) 
The industrial revolution drew thousands of people from 
traditional rural lifestyles into new urban centres. Many of 
those who grew wealthy through commerce and industry 
were heartless exploiters of the poor. However, some of 
those who made large fortunes were inspired to put their 
money to good use. The Spicer family is one such, and there 
are churches and social enterprises still today, which owe 
their foundation to their charitable giving. 

Albert Spicer and his brother Evan were sons of James, 
one of the most prominent Congregational laymen of his day. 

The Spicers were all businessmen and rendered conspicuous service in 
denominational and public life.

Joining the family paper firm at the age of eighteen, Albert was in business in 
London for sixty years. Politics and religion were intermingled with this business life 
– and it is impossible to separate his interests. 

He was for twenty-five years the Treasurer of the London Missionary Society 
(LMS); the first lay Chairman of the Congregational Union of England and 
Wales.

In 1892 Albert was elected M.P. for Monmouth Boroughs, and in 1906 as member 
for Central Hackney – serving for twelve years. He was made a 
baronet in 1906 and a Privy Councillor in 1912. 

One of Albert’s children, the ninth, was Eva Dykes Spicer, whose 
vocation was in Christian education - teaching in women’s colleges 
in China with LMS (1923-1951), and later in Nigeria, working for the 
Church Missionary Society. 

During her time at Ginling Collage in China, Eva experienced 
all the challenges of adapting to a foreign culture, as well as the 
danger of violence surrounding the rise of the nationalistic 
movement under Chiang Kai-shek.  The outbreak of Japanese 
hostilities against China in 1937 and the start of WWII in Europe, 
saw Eve eventually return briefly to Britain - but her thoughts were ever for the 
staff and students at Ginling College. After peace had broken out and despite her 
two elder sisters needing support, Ginling’s need came first, and Eva flew back to 
China to resume her missionary work.

Information for this page was sourced from panels in Bunyan Meeting’s Non-conformist Portraits 
Exhibition (2017); and from the London Missionary Society - with grateful thanks to the authors.

Albert Spicer

Eva Dykes Spicer
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Hymn - Jesus Christ is waiting
Jesus Christ is waiting, 
waiting in the streets; 
no one is his neighbour, 
all alone he eats. 
Listen, Lord Jesus, 
I am lonely too. 
Make me, friend or stranger, 
fit to wait on you. 

Jesus Christ is raging, 
raging in the streets, 
where injustice spirals 
and real hope retreats. 
Listen, Lord Jesus, 
I am angry too. 
In the Kingdom’s causes 
let me rage with you. 

Jesus Christ is healing, 
healing in the streets; 
curing those who suffer, 
touching those he greets. 
Listen, Lord Jesus, 
I have pity too. 
Let my care be active, 
healing just like you. 

Jesus Christ is dancing, 
dancing in the streets, 
where each sign of hatred 
his strong love defeats. 
Listen, Lord Jesus, 
I feel triumph too. 
On suspicion’s graveyard 
let me dance with you. 

Jesus Christ is calling, 
calling in the streets, 
‘Come and walk faith’s tightrope 
I will guide your feet.’ 
Listen, Lord Jesus, 
let my fears be few. 
Walk one step before me, 
I will follow you. 

John Bell (b. 1949) and Graham Maule (1958-2019)

Click for:
Jesus Christ 

is waiting

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn2
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn2
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Reading - 2 Corinthians 5: 6-17
Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in 
the body we are away from the Lord. For we live by faith, not by sight. We are 
confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with 
the Lord. So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the 
body or away from it. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
so that each of us may receive what is due to us for the things done while in the 
body, whether good or bad.

Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others. What 
we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. We are not 
trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to 
take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen 
rather than in what is in the heart. If we are ‘out of our mind,’ as some say, it is 
for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. For Christ’s love compels us, 
because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he 
died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him 
who died for them and was raised again.

So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we 
once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has come: the old has gone, the new is here! 

Flowers at Bunyan Meeting

The flowers in church 
would have been 
provided by Edith 
Wells in memory of 
Fred, Hilda and Joy. 

Click for Julie reading: 2 Corinthians 5: 6-17

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/reading1
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Hymn - May the mind of Christ, my Saviour

May the mind of Christ, my Saviour,  
live in me from day to day, 
by his love and pow'r controlling  
all I do and say. 

May the word of God dwell richly  
in my heart from hour to hour, 
so that all may see I triumph  
only through his pow'r. 

May the peace of God, my Father,  
rule my life in ev’rything, 
that I may be calm to comfort  
sick and sorrowing. 

May the love of Jesus fill me  
as the waters fill the sea. 
him exalting, self-abasing: 
this is victory. 

May I run the race before me,  
strong and brave to face the foe, 
Looking only unto Jesus  
as I onward go. 
Kate B. Wilkinson (1859-1928)

Click for:
May the mind 
of Christ my 
Saviour

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn3
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn3
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn3
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Reading - Mark 4: 26-34
He also said, ‘This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the 
ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, 
though he does not know how. All by itself the soil produces corn – first the stalk, 
then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. As soon as the corn is ripe, he puts the 
sickle to it, because the harvest has come.’

Again he said, ‘What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall 
we use to describe it? It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on 
earth. Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with 
such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.’

With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could 
understand. He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he 
was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything.

Click for Ann reading: Mark 4: 26-34

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/reading2
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Sermon by our Minister - The Rev’d Chris Damp
“So from now on we regard no-one from a worldly point of view. Though once we regarded 
Christ in this way, we do so no longer.” 2 Corinthians 5 v 16

A commentator called this verse “one of the most revolutionary sentences ever 
written.” Paul was stung by the sharp criticism made of him by members of the 
Corinthian church. He seemed to be able to do little right in their eyes. “Why do 
you act as you do; why your liberal attitudes towards others; why are you so 
counter cultural; why do you challenge the norms of our society; how can you 
justify your apostleship when you live like this?” 

Paul responds to this criticism by saying that his entire attitude towards life has 
been  changed by Christ. Paul once estimated Jesus as a mere man from Galilee, but 
after his Damascus road experience he no longer sees Jesus in that way. He now 
realises that in Christ, he has died to sin and risen to new life. This fact changes 
everything. Paul must now live in Christ and walk with Him. This new understanding 
of Jesus has also changed Paul’s relationship with others and he now sees them 

Anthem - Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire by Thomas Attwood

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire 
and lighten with celestial fire; 
thou the anointing Spirit art, 
who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 

Thy blessed unction from above 
is comfort, life, and fire of love. 
Enable with perpetual light 
the dullness of our blinded sight. 

Anoint and cheer our soiled face  
with the abundance of thy grace.  
Keep far from foes, give peace at home:  
where thou art guide, no ill can come. 

Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
and thee, of both, to be but one; 
that through the ages all along 
this may be our endless song: 

Praise to thine eternal merit, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The Trinity Andrei Rublev (c.1360 - c.1427)

The Trinity depicts the three angels who 
visited Abraham at the Oak of Mamre, but 
the painting is full of symbolism and is 
interpreted as an icon of the Holy Trinity.

Click for:
Come, 

Holy 
Ghost, 

our souls 
inspire

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/anthem
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/anthem
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/anthem
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/anthem
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/anthem
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through new eyes and estimates them in a radically different way from what he 
once did. Rather than seeing life from the standpoint of this world, Paul now sees 
the world through the eternal Christ and he challenges his readers to do likewise.

If we are to view the world as Paul did, we must know Christ in that deepest sense. 
Jesus is far more than a historical figure.

A true knowledge of Christ takes us not only back to a particular point in history, 
but brings us a new a powerful dynamic for our present living.  We are to know 
Him, not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. We are to pass beyond 
those historical facts of the cross and the resurrection, to the heart of our Saviour,  
so that we might grasp the reality of His love and Divine sacrifice.  We must pass 
beyond the form of words used by Jesus to those eternal truths which lie at the 
heart of them. We must pass beyond the Jesus who ate, drank, slept, taught and 
healed, to the perpetual companion who is with us always. We must pass to the 
heart of His truth so that we might embody it in ways which are demanded by the 
crying needs of our own time. 

When we know Christ in this way, we shall find Him to be, not 
only our Companion, but also our Judge. His Spirit will be as light 
within us, showing up our falseness, challenging our motives, 
compelling us to face the reality of life. He will speak to our 
conscience with a voice we cannot mistake. He will become our 
standard for life. In Him we shall find true liberty and freedom 
which releases us from all the bondage of self will. 

This is the only real knowledge of Christ, because it is no longer 
external and bound up with a story of the past, it becomes one 
with our own lives.

To know Christ involves a change in our relationship not only 
with Him but with those about us. In Christ, we can see others in 
a new light, not according to the views of this world, but 
according to the Spirit. Peter exhorted us to “Show proper 
respect to everyone” (1 Peter 2 v 17) 

Show proper respect to everyone! It is hard to do this if we see others and judge 
them according to the standards of this world. This world’s standards are quick to 
judge and condemn, yet slow to forgive. We readily label others and make 
unfounded assumptions about those around us. Is this not the cause of so many of 
the world’s problems? Constantly we erect barriers which cause division in our 
society and in our world. We raise barriers between ourselves and others because 
we regard them from a worldly point of view.  

Te Deum window 
St Paul’s Church, Bedford
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But when we see others with spiritual eyes, we quickly revise our estimates of 
them. An oyster shell is certainly not a thing of beauty, but inside there is is often a 

pearl of great price. As Christian people, we have to penetrate beyond 
the outer exterior of an individual to that inner reality. 

In a little village not far from Paris there once dwelt a blind 
Yorkshire man. He was a stranger in an alien land. His neighbours 
only saw him as a blind foreigner upon whom they had pity. And 
then one day, they discovered that Delius, that great musical 
genius had lived amongst them and they had known it not. For 

many, life is like that.

But to know others in this way is not to necessarily love them. To 
love them we must see them in their true light; we must see them 

through the eyes of Christ for what they are truly worth. Think of how He loved, 
humbling Himself and taking on our humanity, suffering the shame of the cross. Yet 
that cross has revealed what He thinks of us in a way that is quite different from 
the world’s estimation of us.

Many speak of humanity in pessimistic terms, describing us as mere animals, evolved 
through uncounted years, living for no purpose whatsoever except that of playing a 
part in the drama of life, which has no author, no plot and no happy ending. Any 
estimations of our worth which spring from such ideas have little to say about our 
real value. 

But to know others “in Christ” is to honour them. The Christian truths of the 
incarnation and the resurrection are not some theological dogma to be accepted 
by the mind. They are instead, windows through which we may look into the heart 
of God and into the depths of human life. The incarnation and the resurrection of 
Jesus are the homage paid by God to the worth of His human children. When we 
understand this we begin to see what God is and what we are. Such a truth 
becomes a force within us driving us on in the work of Christ and the service of 
the kingdom. 

This is why Paul was passionate about the gospel and about the church in Corinth. 
The Corinthian Christians were often critical, suspicious, even vain. Yet Paul calls 
them saints because he saw them “in Christ.” So he hoped for them, he rebuked 
them, he wrestled with them for he knew that within them, lay those fine qualities 
that belong to the children of God.  So we also dare to hope for this world. 

It is to Christ that we must return. He must become the principle of our lives. We 
must be “in Him” as a branch is in the vine. It is not enough to speak of Him, to 
applaud Him, to say in a general sort of fashion that He is the Hope of the world. 
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Hymn - Lord, speak to me, that I may speak

Lord, speak to me, that I may speak 
in living echoes of thy tone; 
as thou have sought, so let me seek 
thy erring children lost and lone. 

O strengthen me, that, while I stand 
firm on the rock and strong in thee, 
I may stretch out a loving hand 
to wrestlers with the troubled sea. 

O teach me, Lord, that I may teach 
the precious things thou dost impart; 
and wing my words, that they may reach 
the hidden depths of many a heart. 

O give thine own sweet rest to me, 
that I may speak with soothing power 
a word in season, as from thee, 
to weary ones in needful hour. 

O fill me with thy fulness, Lord, 
until my very heart o'erflow 
in kindling thought and glowing word, 
thy love to tell, thy praise to show. 

O use me, Lord, use even me, 
just as thou wilt, and when, and where, 
until thy blessèd face I see, 
thy rest, thy joy, thy glory share. 

Frances R. Havergal (1836-1879)

Click for:
Lord, speak 
to me, that 
I may speak

We, must rather, personally and individually, be united to Him. It is not sufficient to 
attend church, or just to listen. Action is required and we must submit to the 
Lordship of Christ. Only then will we begin to see others as He sees them and 
begin to love them as He loves. Only in Christ can true reconciliation be found and 
real community built.

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn4
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn4
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn4
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn4
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Prayers
Lord, we come before you. 

We pray for the world.

We think of the leaders of the G7 as they 
consider issues of enormous significance, from 
vaccinating the world’s population to fairer 
taxation for multinational companies.

The Big Five technology companies are worth more than the entire economies of 
the world’s 40 poorest countries.

Lord, you teach us that “He who oppresses the poor to increase his wealth and he 
who gives gifts to the rich - both come to poverty” (Proverbs 22:16).  Let this be a 
guiding principle for the G7.

Hear our prayer,
And, in your love, answer!

Let us remember those suffering in poverty and hunger.
Nearly one billion people go to bed hungry every night.

Gracious God, we pray for an end to such suffering, for justice, fairness and peace.

Hear our prayer,
And, in your love, answer!

We remember and celebrate those promoting gender equality. 

Women comprise half of the world’s population; perform nearly two-thirds of its 
work-hours; receive one tenth of its income; and own less than one hundredth of 
the world’s property.

Gracious God, we pray we honour your image in all people.

Hear our prayer,
And, in your love, answer!

Click for Ian: Let us pray …

Im
age: new

s.cgtn.com

Thursday 26 August 2021

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/prayers
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We remember women who bear new life.

More than 350,000 women die annually, from complications during pregnancy or 
childbirth, almost all of them (99%) in developing countries.

Gracious God, we pray care is provided, to end this needless and tragic loss.

Hear our prayer,
And, in your love, answer!

We remember those working to improve child health.

Nine million children die each year before they reach their fifth birthday.

Gracious God, we pray we always care for people of all ages, as if caring for Christ.

Hear our prayer,
And, in your love, answer!

We remember and give thanks for those striving for universal education.

As many as 69 million school-age children do not attend school.    

Gracious God, we pray that the thirst for knowledge throughout the world is 
quenched, so that the potential of all children is realised.

Hear our prayer,
And, in your love, answer! 

We pray for our nation and especially for those working in community health 
settings and for charities that provide for people’s immediate needs.

In the most deprived areas of Bedford, one child in six lives 
in poverty; and life expectancy is 8.6 years lower for men 
and 7.8 years lower for women than the national average.

May we be ever mindful of needs on our own doorstep.

Hear our prayer,
And, in your love, answer!

Finally, in a moment of silence, we pray for ourselves, remembering especially those 
mentioned in this week’s News Letter.  May they find comfort in your presence.

May our faith and our words stir us to action. Knowing your will, is to bring justice 
and goodness to all.  When we pray “Thy will be done”, make us agents in its doing. 
Transform us into your arms and feet today.  May we intercede not only in word, 
but in deed, on behalf of all.

Amen.
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Hymn - The kingdom of God is justice and joy
The kingdom of God is justice and joy, 
for Jesus restores what sin would destroy; 
God’s power and glory in Jesus we know, 
and here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 

The kingdom of God is mercy and grace, 
the captives are freed, the sinners find place, 
the outcasts are welcomed God’s banquet to share, 
and hope is awakened in place of despair. 

The kingdom of God is challenge and choice, 
believe the good news, repent and rejoice! 
His love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross, 
our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss. 

God’s kingdom has come, the gift and the goal, 
in Jesus begun, in heaven made whole; 
the heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call, 
and all things cry ‘Glory!’ to God all in all. 

Bryn Rees (1911-1983)

Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

The Grace 
And may the grace  
of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the love of God,  
and the fellowship  
of the Holy Spirit,  
be with us all, evermore.  
Amen.

Hymns in today’s service are used By 
Permission. CCL Licence No. 3740

The texts are from the New International 
Version (UK) of the Bible

Click for:
The kingdom 

of God is 
justice and 

joy

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn5
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn5
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn5
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/hymn5
mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk
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Resources - Corrie ten Boom
On page 4 we heard about Corrie ten Boom and her family in Haarlem, who 
sheltered those who were being persecuted by the Nazis during WWII. Corrie, her 
father, sisters, brother and nephew were arrested by the gestapo - and Corrie and 
her sister Betsie were eventually held at the Ravensbrück concentration camp.

Click below for a short 
video for children - 
made by the 
Woodgreen Evangelical 
Church - about Corrie 
and the Christian 
forgiveness that she 
showed to those who 
were her enemies.
Corrie ten Boom
Please note - the video 
has uneven sound quality

Here is another video 
about the ten Boom 
family and their 
sheltering of Jews in 
Holland during WWII, 
with Casper (father), 
Corrie and Betsie 
recognised as 
‘Righteous Among the 
Nations’ by Yad Vashem 
- the World Holocaust 
Remembrance Centre.

Click: Corrie ten Boom – Righteous Among the Nations

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/extra2
https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/extra1
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Activities - The Parable of the Mustard Seed - Mark 4: 30-32

Click for: 
The Marvellous Mustard Seed

https://davidwkr5.wixsite.com/videos/extra3

