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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/26
SUNDAY 11 OCTOBER 2020

Dear friends 

This Sunday we welcome the Rev. Peter Protheroe, our Minister Emeritus, to the 
pulpit. I am away conducting a Harvest Festival service at North Walsham in Norfolk. 
It is good to have Peter back amongst us.  

When I am away, I often find myself conducting worship at the Congregational Church 
in Dereham. I have been visiting this church regularly for at least a decade and it is 
always good to see my old friends there.  

Over the years I have found myself asked to preach in many churches.  On one occasion 
I was asked to preach whilst on holiday in America. I had no suit, so the church lent me 
an enormous gown which concealed my shorts and flip flops! I am occasionally invited 
to take a service in one of the London Welsh Chapels. I always find preparing a service, 

partly in Welsh, a particular challenge! But generally, I 
enjoy visiting other churches and leading their services.  

I have many memories of visiting preachers from my 
childhood days. I always smile when I recall a certain lay 
preacher, who had travelled thirty miles by bus to take 
our evening service. After leaving the vestry with the 
Deacons at the start of worship, the preacher clambered 
up the steps up to the organ from where he spied the 
pulpit! He then made his way across the church over to 
the pulpit and ascended the pulpit steps. He wrestled with 
the pulpit door for what seemed to be several minutes 
before the church secretary came to his aid and opened 

the door for him. Finally entering the pulpit we waited for the call to worship. But 
instead, the preacher announced that he had left his notes on the vestry table and off he 
went to retrieve them!  

There was a retired Welsh minister in his late nineties, who used to visit Bethania 
Chapel, Bethesda, in north Wales. He would read his text from the large pulpit Bible, 
slam the Bible closed and then preach for upwards of half an hour without any notes. 
And I still remember a minister who asked the children what he had concealed in his 
hand. We eventually discovered he was holding a Liquorice Allsort but I have no 
recollection of the lesson he was trying to impart! 

Every preacher is different. We may warm to some and not to others, but we give 
thanks that men and women still respond to God’s call and embark upon a ministry of 
preaching. We rejoice in the insights that each preacher brings which help to increase 
our faith and shape our Christian thinking and understanding.  

Please keep sending your articles for our News Letter direct to me at 
chrisdamp@mac.com or by post to the church office for my attention. 

Your friend and Minister 
Chris 

mailto:chrisdamp@mac.com
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The Apostle Paul writes to Timothy: 

“Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and 
encourage - with great patience and careful instruction. For the time will come when 
people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will 
gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to 
hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. But you, 
keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, 
discharge all the duties of your ministry.” 2 Timothy 4 v 2 - 5 

This Week at Bunyan Meeting 

Tuesday 13th October Ministry Meeting at 10.00am (via Zoom) 

Wednesday 14th October Deacons’ Meeting at 2.00pm (via Zoom) 

Thursday 15th October  Thanksgiving Service in the church for    
 Janet Barrett at 12.00noon.  
 Booking with the church office is essential. 

Sunday 18th October Christ Coffee & Croissants Service at 9.30am 
 Morning Worship at 11.00am  
 conducted by the Minister 

Sunday Worship at Mill Street  

We continue to meet each Sunday at 11.00am for worship. Our services are short, 
lasting about 35 minutes. It is a legal requirement that we should wear face masks in 
the church (unless you are in an exempt category) and we must allow as much 
ventilation as possible, so it will be feeling cold in church! Please do remember to bring 
a face mask, and do wear warm clothes.  

It is essential that you maintain a distance of six feet or two metres from others inside 
the church building. Please also remember your umbrella as you may have to wait 
outside the church until the stewards are ready to seat you.  

After the service please remain in your seat until a steward directs you to leave and 
please do vacate the building promptly, not stopping to speak with others until you are 
outside. Once outside, please keep the path to the gate clear, remember to keep your 
distance from others and do not gather in groups of more than six. 

Janet Barratt 

My Mum and Dad started attending Bunyan Meeting in 1966 and they came 
into Church membership in January 1971. They became involved with the 
various Church activities and soon settled in. Mum was welcomed into the 
Wednesday Circle for young wives and many years later they were both able to 
enjoy being part of the Friendship Group. Mum helped out with the Foyer 
Coffee Shop (or Open Doors as it was known in those days) and spent many 
years being Membership Secretary as well as organising the rota for flowers on 
the Communion Table. 

She and Dad also had responsibility for typing the weekly order of service and 
running it off on a litho printer. A cumbersome, messy piece of equipment 
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which would frequently go wrong. They assisted with the production of the monthly 
magazine known as Prog, also printed on the same machine. 

Mum was very artistic and we have a wonderful collection of her paintings, both in oil 
and watercolour, but it was at Bunyan that she discovered her passion for flower 
arranging. She was inspired by Phyllis Porter and asked to take over being in charge of 
the Church flowers after Phyllis passed away. She formed the Bunyan Flower Arranging 
Group and set about teaching others how to arrange flowers in the Church. Her 
enthusiasm was obvious and people have said how encouraging she was especially to 
those new to flower arranging. She designed and organised flower festivals in the 
Church, some in aid of different charities as well as for Bunyan projects. She took great 

pleasure in marking special Royal Anniversaries with floral 
displays and arranged flowers for the visit of the BBC’s 
‘Songs of Praise’ to Bunyan Meeting.  

She was invited to do flower arranging demonstrations not 
only at Bunyan but many other locations around the 
county. She was a member of the County Hall Flower 
Arranging Group and the Bedford Floral Art Society. She 
entered many flower arranging shows and frequently won 
prizes. A particularly exciting event was being part of a 
group of flower arrangers who staged an exhibit at Ely 
Cathedral when they held a flower festival there and which 
was opened by Princess Diana. 

Mum also proudly supported my Dad when he was Church 
Secretary, making arrangements for visiting ministers and later organising the readers 
for the Church services at Mill Street.   

In her latter years Mum turned her skills to card making which opened up a whole new 
area of creativity for her. Once again, she used her talents to raise money for various 
charities. She would spend hours at her craft table trying out various techniques and 
her cards gave enormous pleasure to those who received them. She always said it was a 
form of therapy for her, to sit and make cards. Mum was very grateful that she could 
sell her cards in the foyer at Bunyan and was delighted when Ruth and Mary joined in 
with their cards too. 

Mum was dedicated to Bunyan Meeting and always supportive of new and forward-
thinking ideas. She loved the Christ, Coffee & Croissant services and delighted in 

seeing the children taking part. Until Dad was taken ill in 2016, she rarely missed 
a Sunday service and would feel something was missing if she hadn’t been to 
Church on Sunday. A very important part of Bunyan though, was the many 
friends she made over the years. Those friendships she had made sustained her 
right up until she passed away. 

We said thank you in last week’s newsletter for the cards we had received but we 
would like to add a further thank you for all the cards Alan and I have been sent 

since last weekend. Mum would be so pleased at the love and support which is being 
shown to us. 

God bless you 

Gilly Millbery x 

Harvest arrangement 
-  grown during 
lockdown by Janet, 
Gilly & Alan. 
All the plant material 
is from Janet, Gilly & 
Alan’s gardens. The 
runner beans are from 
both, the tomatoes 
from Gilly & Alan’s 
garden and the grapes 
from Janet’s 
greenhouse. 
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A Service of Thanksgiving and Celebration  

A Service of Thanksgiving and Celebration for Janet’s life will be held at Mill 
Street on Thursday 15 October 2020 at 12noon. 

The short service will adhere to Covid guidelines and will be similar to recent Sunday 
Church Worship in that regard, eg, attendees must wear a face covering, there will be 
music but no singing. 

Sadly, there will not be opportunities for those attending to mingle together both 
before and after the service and regrettably no refreshments can be served afterwards. 
Those attending are asked to leave the church promptly at the close of the service as 
directed by the stewards. Full details about the arrangements for attending services 
were published in a recent edition of the Bunyan Newsletter. If you have any queries 
about the requirements or restrictions, please contact the Church Office. 

If you would like to attend you will have to pre-book a place to allow strict adherence to 
the maximum number of places which will be allocated on a first come, first served 
basis. If you have not booked a place you will be unable to attend the service. 

To book a place please contact Sue Stewart in the Church Office at Mill Street on 
01234 213722 or email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com 

We look forward to seeing as many people as possible and please feel free to wear 
bright colours if you wish to. 

A Tribute from Pearl 

Janet has been our dear friend and next door neighbour for 36 years. The very first day 
we moved into this house, Janet and Peter were there to welcome us and offer us any 
help we might need.  From that day on Janet never stopped helping me. As everyone 
knows, her talents for flower arranging and all craft making, were second to none. Who 
hasn’t had one of her beautiful hand made cards or admired one of her  gorgeous 
flower arrangements. 

It is the encouragement she gave me that I will remember most, nothing was too much 
trouble for her. Whether it was a dive into her Aladdin’s cave for some goodies to help 
my arrangement: or a lengthy tutorial on how to make something, not just cards.  Janet 
always had good ideas and certainly was a very talented lady. She not only encouraged 
me, but she gave me confidence to try new things. Michael and I will miss her so much. 
A truly good and faithful friend and neighbour. 

JANET this world is a better place because you passed through it. And I am a better 
person because I knew you. 

Pearl Thomas 

Mari Porteous writes: 

Thank you for all the kind wishes for last week when I had to go to hospital for dental 
surgery.  It all went really well and I’ll soon be getting a brace! 

Isabelle Brodie writes: 

At the recent Christ, Coffee & Croissants service Lydia read a lovely poem she had 
written about a rainbow. 

mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
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It reminded me of something I’d be intending to share from the summer.  My mother-
in-law has not been sleeping well, and when she wakes in the night she finds comfort in 
reciting favourite hymns.  While we were staying in Wales during the holidays she was 
asking us about our favourite hymns, so she could include them in her repertoire! My 
favourite hymn is ‘O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go’ and my favourite line ‘To trace the 
rainbow through the rain’.  I’m sure I’m not the only person for whom this is a 
favourite – but what you might NOT know is the story of the hymn writer, George 
Matheson, which makes this line especially poignant. 

George Matheson was a Church of Scotland minister at Innellan, near Dunoon in 
Argyllshire and not far from where I come from on Lochfyneside.  He was born in 
Glasgow in 1842, and went blind aged 20 while studying for the ministry.  His 
blindness led his fiancé to break up with him, and he never married.  He was cared for 
by his sister, and ‘O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go’ was written at the time of her 
marriage.  He said of the hymn: 

“My hymn was composed in the manse of Innellan on the evening of the 
6th of June, 1882, when I was 40 years of age. I was alone in the manse 
at that time. It was the night of my sister’s marriage, and the rest of the 
family were staying overnight in Glasgow. Something happened to me, 
which was known only to myself, and which caused me the most severe 
mental suffering 

The hymn was the fruit of that suffering. It was the quickest bit of work 
I ever did in my life. I had the impression of having it dictated to me by 
some inward voice rather than of working it out myself. I am quite 
sure that the whole work was completed in five minutes, and equally 
sure that it never received at my hands any retouching or correction. 

I have no natural gift of rhythm. All the other verses I have ever 
written are manufactured articles; this came like a dayspring from on 
high”. 

Matheson subsequently became an academic theologian in addition to continuing his 
parish ministry.  He died in 1906 and is buried in the Glasgow Necropolis. 

COVID 6 

I saw this on twitter last week and want to share it. It was from the Bishop of Oxford: 

Living well through the next 6 months 

Living with COVID-19 will be hard for everyone this winter. The Prime Minister has 
asked us all to observe the Rule of Six. There are lessons and challenges that Christians 
can draw from this number to help us live well in these times. 

SIX MONTHS IS THE NEW HORIZON                                                                                     
Focus on Easter and lean back into the great themes of the church year. 

SIX DAYS TO WORK AND A SABBATH TO REST                                                            
Reclaim the gift of one day each week for rest and re-creation. 

SIX PEOPLE TO JOURNEY WITH                                                                                      
Rediscover church as small groups of people supporting one another. 

SIX WAYS TO BE SALT AND LIGHT                                                                                  
Identify the people and community organisations you can support. 

George Matheson
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SIX PERCENT TO YOUR CHURCH                                                                                               
If your income is stable, increase your giving to sustain the local church. 

SIX PEOPLE TO PRAY FOR                                                                                                      
Pray for people you know to discover the riches of your faith. 

“… neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8 v 37-39 

Cherry Protheroe 

“A first” for Bunyan Meeting and the Museum! 

I am delighted to be able to report that Nicola our Curator is pregnant and she and 
Richard are expecting a baby boy early in February 2021 (round about the 6th). 

Congratulations and good wishes Nicola and Richard and to your families. [This will be 
a first grandchild for Nicola’s parents.] 

I think I am right in saying this will be the first time we have had a member of staff go 
on maternity leave – I have had to write a quick “Maternity (and Paternity) Policy” for 
the church! So, another little bit of history and this time, some good news to add to the 
strange events of 2020. 

I do hope our first-aiders will brush up on their “delivering a baby” skills………!!! 

In the meantime, Nicola will continue to work as usual (in these unusual times) but 
with a greater degree of caution. Although she will be on maternity leave throughout 
2021 the museum will continue, with additional resources in place. We are fortunate 
that Nicola’s hard work over the past 10 years has put us on a firm foundation with a 
strong team of volunteers able to assist in carrying the work forward. 

Nicola, Richard and the baby I am sure will be kept in our thoughts and prayers over 
the coming months. 

Cherry Protheroe  

Serenity 

Opposite the suspension bridge is a bench with the following message, ‘Mary 
Pratt-Sturton who for 50 years loved to sit beside this river, and died beside 
it.’ Of course it is sad she died but that will come to all of us, however, as I sit 
on her bench I like to imagine an elderly lady who spent so much time 
admiring the beauty, and changing beauty of the embankment, whilst feeling 
at peace with the world. 

It is important to have a place of solace, somewhere where we can be on our 
own and have time to just put things into context. At this time many of us 
could say we have too much time on our own and I am looking forward to 
when things get back to normal, and they will.  

It doesn’t have to be by a river or  in the countryside, it can be a special corner of the 
garden. In our garden in Harrow we had a 6ft fence all around. Towards the bottom I 
placed one panel horizontally and put a table and a BBQ for two there. We used to sit 
on a summer’s day, unable to hear the telephone or hear a knock on the door, enjoying 
a glass of wine and some food. We were private. 
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I have three places where I can sit and contemplate now, where I can muse and think 
about how lucky I am. Two are beside the river, but the third is just across the road 
from me off Riverfield Drive on Priory Country Park. The bench is just three pieces of 
wood nailed together but the view goes right across to the A421 where you can just 
about hear the hum of the heavier vehicles.  

Parts of it are overgrown but the council do mow a pathway for us to stroll and 
although it only takes about forty minutes to walk round the part that can be seen from 
the bench, apart from the occasional dog walker who always says ‘Good afternoon,’ you 
can be at peace and look forward to those little things that can make you happy, or just 
be content. 

Ken Thomas 

BELIEF 

BELIEF are very excited to announce that they will be running their next event on 
Zoom.  They write: 

We are welcoming Simon Perfect from Theos to talk to BELIEF on Saturday 31st 
October 2020. His talk is entitled : 

"Religion and Belief in the UK Today - The Landscape Today and in the 
Future" 

The timetable for the event will be:  

10.00am  Introducing the speaker - Stephen Heap; 

10.05-10.50am  Main lecture - Simon Perfect; 

10.50-11.20am  Q & A - Simon Perfect; 

11.20am  Finish - Stephen Heap. 

Here is some information about Simon. 

Simon Perfect is a Researcher at Theos, the religion and society think tank, 
and an Associate Tutor at the School of Oriental and African Studies 

(SOAS), where he leads courses exploring Muslim communities in Britain 
and other minority settings. He is the author of Theos reports exploring 
faith and belief student societies in universities, and church responses to 
economic inequality in the UK. He is also the co-author of a forthcoming 
book on freedom of speech in universities, with a particular focus on 

issues affecting Muslim students. 

As this event will be held on Zoom, you will need to book and pay (£10 per 
person) for your place in advance on Eventbrite using the link below 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/belief-religion-and-belief-in-the-uk-today-
tickets-122868114839  

When you are dog tired at night it may be because you have growled all day. 

Submitted by Ken Wells 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/belief-religion-and-belief-in-the-uk-today-tickets-122868114839
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/belief-religion-and-belief-in-the-uk-today-tickets-122868114839
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Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

Telephone 01234 213722
email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

For Your Prayers 

Please remember Ruth Blake, Jean Bodger, Wendy Carter, Mary and Kenneth 
Davies, Gilly and Alan Millbery and all of Janet Barratt’s family. 

mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

