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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/24
SUNDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 2020

Dear friends 

We are to continue meeting for worship each Sunday at 11.00am and those attending 
are encouraged to book in with our church office either by email or phone, no later 
than 1.00pm Friday, so that we can make sure we arrange the church seating 
appropriately. From the 24th September we are encouraged to display a QR code at our 
church entrances. If you have a phone and feel that you want to scan this code as you 
enter the building, this will link directly with the Government’s Track and Trace system 
and will mean that you can be contacted directly by this scheme should that be 
necessary.  

Last Sunday, our first face to face services held since March 15th attracted forty five 
people who gathered to celebrate Harvest Festival. We held our CCC all age service in 
the church garden and this was followed by our main service in the church. It was good 
to be back at Mill Street once again after almost six months, although sitting apart from 
each other and wearing face masks made our service feel very different than what we 
are used to.  

These last few months have not been the first 
time that the church has been absent from Mill 
Street. During the building of the present 
Meeting House, from January 1849 to the 
February of 1850 the congregation was divided 
into two and met in the Castle Rooms in Castle 
Lane and in what is now the Harpur Suite.  

Our present building which was opened on 
February 20th 1850 was very different to the 
building that we know today. There was no 
portico or bronze doors, the pulpit had one 

staircase and there was no organ or 
stained glass. But as the years went 
by, changes and improvements were 
made to create the building we are 
familiar with today. 

The church has always adapted and 
changed to meet the needs of the age 
in which it lives. In recent years we 
have remodelled the church foyer, 
restored the exterior of our buildings, 
created our basement gallery and 
explored new ways of reaching into 

our community with the gospel. During the current crisis we have made many more 
changes to our church life and it would seem that some of these changes will become a 
part of our life into the future.  
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These are both difficult and exciting days for us at Bunyan Meeting. Let us pray that as 
we wrestle with the challenges that beset us that we might discover a greater vision for 
this church and that we might have the courage and strength to make that vision a 
reality.  

Please keep sending your articles for our News Letter direct to me 
at chrisdamp@mac.com or by post to the church office for my attention. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works in us, to Him be the glory in the church by Christ 
Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” 
Ephesians 3 v 20 - 21  

This Week at Bunyan Meeting 

• Wednesday 30th September Trustees’ Meeting at 10.00am (via Zoom) 

• Sunday 4th October Morning Worship and Communion 11.00am 

Church Office Closure  
Our Church Office will be closed from the 28th September until the 7th October 
due to staff holidays. Email and telephone messages will continue to be monitored 
during this period. 

Church Contacts 
Our church contacts are due to meet on Thursday October 8th at 11.00am. This 
meeting will be held by Zoom and an agenda will be circulated shortly to all church 
contacts. Contacts who don’t have a computer will be able to telephone into the 
meeting so that nobody is excluded.  

John Maynard Keynes  

John Maynard Keynes (left) was the grandson of our former minister  
Dr John Brown. This last Friday’s edition of Great Lives on Radio 4 
(Friday 25th September at 11pm) tells the story of his life and work.  

You can listen to this programme again on BBC Sounds.   

Three Museums Project 

Full House Theatre are leading a NLHF funded project with John Bunyan Museum, 
Higgins and Panacea Museum. The project should have been well underway by now! 
However  a Zoom meeting this morning allowed us to take stock and reassess the 
situation. 

The project is to develop an inter-active walking tour of the 3 museums in Bedford’s 
Cultural Quarter for schoolchildren and family groups. Ideally, if things go to plan the 
project will be re-created in a Covid safe way and would be for late spring and summer 
2021 (June/July for schools and August for families). 

Full House will be undertaking research and development in the coming weeks and we 
will be looking for volunteers to assist them with this. What would you want from such 
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a tour? What do you think children and families could gain from such a project? We 
want to hear your views. 

We will be setting up “focus groups” and you could join a Zoom meeting or be part of a 
small group, meeting in the church garden perhaps. We hope these meetings will take 
place this autumn. 

Our museum may not be open but we are still very active! If you would like to be part of 
a focus group please let me or Nicola know so that we can let you have information as it 
becomes available. Saying yes now, does not commit you to anything longer term. 

Thank you. 

Cherry Protheroe    
caprotheroe@btinternet.com 01234 378806   or:   curator@bunyanmeeting.co.uk  

Link to Hope Shoe Boxes 

We will not be collecting and sending Shoeboxes this year but there are several ways in 
which you can support this work. 

You will find all the information on the website:  linktohope.co.uk    

If you need more help please ring me – Bedford 406969 

Jocelyn 

If you want to be a roaring success you must be prepared to do the lions share of the 
work. 

One of the attractions at a village fete years ago was to have rides in a Hot-air Balloon. 
Six people, including the Parson climbed into the basket and the Balloon rose until 
suddenly it ran out of gas, The folks in the basket began to panic, then one person 
asked the Parson if he could do something religious, so he took up the collection. 

Submitted by Ken Wells 

Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 
Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

For Your Prayers 
Please remember Ruth Blake, Jean Bodger, Wendy Carter, Janet Barratt,  
Raj Sandhu and family and especially Raj’s father. 
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