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Welcome to worship at Bunyan Meeting  

Bunyan Meeting is an Independent Church founded in 1650 and is 
affiliated to The Congregational Federation and The Baptist Union. 

Following the service tea and coffee will be served in the church foyer.  

Children are welcome to use the activities provided in the children’s 

corner and church foyer during morning worship. 

If this is your first visit to Bunyan Meeting please introduce yourself to one 

of our stewards. 

 

Our Worship today: 

 9.30am  Christ, Coffee & Croissant All-Age worship 

11.00am Morning Worship with Communion 

 6.30pm  Evening Worship  

 

You can also join us live at our services on our YouTube Channel 

Just go to: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXUjR5w2IAazr8gPBDYCyAA 

 

 

 

Please keep silence before our service when the Bible is brought into 

church and use this time for reflection and private prayer 

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXUjR5w2IAazr8gPBDYCyAA
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Our church flowers today 

are given by Jill Lumley  

in memory of her husband David 

 

 

 

 

Our services next Sunday:  

 

11.00am Morning Worship conducted by our Minister 

 6.30pm Evening Worship with Communion conducted by our Minister 

The Offering on Sunday 28th November 

amounted to £2170.80 (this includes £90 Communion Fund) 

The Communion Offering  

for the three months October, November and December will be in support 
of: 

 

Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF)  

“We fund research to cure, treat and prevent type 1. We work with 

government, academia and industry to accelerate research in the UK 

and within healthcare policy to ensure that the outcomes of research are delivered 

to people with type 1 in the UK. And we give support and a voice to people with type 

1 and their families.” 

http://www.jdrf.org/ 
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MORNING WORSHIP 11.00AM 

Hymns from Advent Book 

Opening voluntaries 

Welcome and notices  

Introit 

Prayer and the Lord's Prayer 

Hymn No. 15 

Hark a thrilling voice 

Introduction to Theme 

1st reading 

Malachi 3 v 1 – 4   (page 961) 

Read by: Lydia Saul 

Hymn No. 18 

On Jordan’s bank 

2nd reading:   

Luke 3 v 1 – 6  (page 1029) 

Read by: The Rev’d Chris Damp 
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Anthem 

Sermon 

Hymn  

1 Spirit divine, attend our prayers, 

 and make this house your home; 

 descend with all your gracious powers; 

 O come, great Spirit, come! 

2 Come as the light: to us reveal 

 our emptiness and woe; 

 and lead us in those paths of life 

 where all the righteous go. 

 

3 Come as the fire; and purge our hearts 

 like sacrificial flame; 

 let our whole life an offering be 

 to our Redeemer's name. 

 

4 Come as the dove; and spread your wings, 

 the wings of peaceful love; 

 and let your Church on earth become 

 blest as the Church above. 
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5 Come as the wind, with rushing sound 

 and Pentecostal grace, 

 that all of woman born may see 

 the glory of your face. 

 

6 Spirit divine, attend our prayers; 

 make this lost world your home; 

 descend with all your gracious powers; 

 O come, great Spirit, come! 

Andrew Reed (1787-1862) 

Prayers of intercession  

led by Geoff Shaw 

Offering, voluntary and dedication 

As the offering is brought forward, we stand and 

sing the Doxology  

Hymn No. 19 

Let all mortal flesh keep silent 
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Communion 

All who love the Lord are welcome to share in the 

bread and the wine 

Hymn No. 36 

Judge eternal, throned in splendour 

The Blessing 

Closing Voluntary 
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EVENING WORSHIP 6.30PM 

Hymns from Rejoice and Sing 

Welcome 

Call to worship 

Hymn No. 127 

Hail to the Lord’s anointed (omit vs 4) 

Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

First Reading 

2 Samuel 12: 1-10  (page 315) 

Hymn 

Long ago, prophets knew 

Christ would come, born a Jew, 

come to make all things new; 

bear his people's burden, 

freely love and pardon. 
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Refrain: 

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 

sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 

When he comes, 

when he comes, 

who will make him welcome? 

God in time, God in man, 

this is God's timeless plan: 

he will come, as a man, 

born himself of woman, 

God divinely human. [Refrain] 

Mary, hail! Though afraid, 

she believed, she obeyed. 

In her womb, God is laid: 

till the time expected, 

nurtured and protected, [Refrain] 

Journey ends! Where afar 

Bethlem shines, like a star, 

stable door stands ajar. 

Unborn Son of Mary, 

Saviour, do not tarry! 
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Refrain: 

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 

sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 

Jesus comes! 

Jesus comes! 

We will make him welcome! 
Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) 

Second Reading  

Luke 1: 46-55  (page 1026) 

Prayers of Intercession 

Hymn Moratorium on Magnificat 

(tune Sussex Carol) 

When Mary heard her cousin say 

God's promises would be fulfilled 

She looked towards the coming day 

And sang a song to change the world. 

This is the way the world will be 

When God takes on humanity. 
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But while the poor support the proud 

And tyrants thrive in lands and homes 

And while the hungry people crowd 

Around the mighty on their thrones: 

While greed and need go on and on 

How dare we think of Mary's song? 

And when it comes to you and me 

To show the world a God who cares, 

We duck responsibility 

And hide ourselves behind our prayers. 

Till we have faced our common wrong 

How dare we think of Mary's song? 

Now face to face with Mary's Son, 

Who healed the sick and took the blame, 

We'll let God's promise call us on - 

And then we'll never be the same. 

Then we can sing with heart and voice, 

In God my spirit does rejoice. 

Janet Wootton (1952 - ) © 2007 Stainer & Bell Ltd. 
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Sermon  

Rev Dr Janet Wootton 

Silent prayer  

Offering, voluntary and dedication 

Hymn No. 144 

It came upon a midnight clear 

Blessing 

Closing voluntary 

CCLI Licence No. 3740 
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For your prayers 

The special prayer for the second Sunday in Advent 

Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be 
written for our learning: Grant that we may in such wise 
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, 
that by patience and comfort of thy holy Word, we may 
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 
everlasting life, which thou hast given us in our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Congregational Federation 

Bedford-Bunyan—We rejoice that we can meet for 
worship once again, and we give thanks our services have 
been reasonably well attended. We are struggling to get 
our families to return to our all-age service, please pray 
that families might be moved to return to these services 
and become more involved in the life of the church. 

We are still seeking a new Treasurer. Please pray that the 
right individual might come forward to take on this task. 

We are grateful for God’s blessings so abundantly poured 
out upon us and pray that we might be faithful in the use of 
these gifts and resources, so that the work of the gospel 
might continue.  

Belvedere and Erith—Please pray for the Samaritan 
Purse Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Appeal. This 
year we collected 101 shoeboxes. Please pray the children 
who receive the shoeboxes will feel the love and presence 
of God through the gifts they receive. Please pray the 
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shoeboxes will reach their destinations safely and they will 
match each child perfectly. 

Please also continue to pray for Kath as she remains in a 
Care Home. 

Prayers will be appreciated for my eldest sister Eastlyn 
whose husband Kent passed away this morning Saturday 
27th November. 

Please pray for God’s guidance in the relationship of 
young couples as they learn to adjust to life in these still 
uncertain times. 

Thank God for the gift of Jesus as we start the advent 
season and look forward to our Saviour coming into the 
world as a child at Christmas time.  

The Baptist Union 

This week we pray for the work of the European Baptist 
Federation Mission Partnerships. Throughout the last 
15 years, EBF Mission Partnerships has helped start about 
230 new congregations and at least 15,000 people have 
become new believers and members of these churches. 
Through these mission partnerships God has been at 
work, changing lives and transforming communities.  

www.ebf.org/mp 

 

 

 

http://www.ebf.org/mp
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We pray for members and friends of the church, 
remembering especially: 

Raj Sandhu and his mother; 

Janet Wootton’s mother, Paddy; 

Vera Anderson; 

Ruth Blake; 

Dorothy and Alan Nicholas; 

Edith Wells and her son; 

Brenda Cornish; 

Brian Sleight, Stephen’s father. 
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Bunyan Meeting News Letter 

In this second week of Advent we recall how John the Baptist came with 

dramatic suddenness, as a herald calling for people to prepare the way of 

the Lord, to make ready for his coming. The multitudes flocked to hear 

him in the wilderness. 

Ordinary men and women came from their toil and daily struggle to make 

ends meet, their worry so visibly apparent in their work worn faces. The 

rejected and friendless came, the broken, those who mourned, the 

simple, the worldly wise and the sceptical. The tax collectors, reviled by 

those they had taxed and cheated also came and listened from a 

distance. The soldiers who occupied the land listened. Even the religious 

leaders of the day gathered there, the scribes and Pharisees, strict in 

their personal religious conduct and devout in their commitment to God. 

For all these various people, John had a message that still echoes down 

to us today. He gave no word of superficial sympathy to ordinary people. 

He did not denounce those who oppressed them nor promise a bright 

new world for the less fortunate. “Anyone who has two shirts should share 

with the one who has none, and anyone who has food should do the 

same.” You who are the victims of selfishness must root the selfishness 

out of your own hearts. He did not attack the tax collectors as traitors, but 

said “Don’t collect any more than you are required to.” One’s occupation 

should be a stewardship and not the opportunity to make a little more on 

the side. He did not tell the soldiers to lay down their arms but said “Don’t 

extort money and don’t accuse people falsely, be content with your pay.”  

They were not to use their position for selfish ends but were to serve with 

disciplined unselfishness.  

To all of those who came to Him, and especially to those who were proud 

of their religious observance, he spoke of a world in decay, a world where 

people were stricken with fear, a world where society appeared to 

crumble, a world that lurched from one crisis to another.  His message to 

such a world was a message of repentance.   
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He demanded that people should seek to discover a fresh direction in 

their living, that they should view life from a new perspective, and this 

world from a different angle. He urged people to move from their settled 

convictions and their self-seeking ways to a new and different view of 

God, of sin, and of their neighbours.  

During this season of Advent let us endeavour, with penitent hearts, to 

seek newness of life, of action and motive, so that we might be ready for 

the coming of Christ in all the ways that John the Baptist demanded. 

Your Friend and Minister 

Chris 

 

Bunyan Postal Service       

The Christmas postal service operates so that Christmas cards can be 

exchanged “en-bloc”. A post box will be in the foyer for you to post your 

cards to your Bunyan friends. The cards will be sorted by the 

postmaster/mistress and placed in the large hall for collection. 

With Christmas Day being on a Saturday this year, the postal service will 

be operating on a very tight turn around. The post box will be in the foyer 

from Saturday 4th December until the last posting/collection on Saturday 

18th December. The post box will be closed at 10.30am on the 18th. 

As in previous years, and particularly this year, we ask that you only use 

the service for friends who regularly attend worship in person, or for staff. 

We do not usually operate a delivery service, but with a number of you 

worshipping online, we will do our best to deliver your cards. 

Donations will again be for SMART, with Gift Aid forms available. 

Brian & Brenda Cornish 
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  BMS Birthday Scheme         

‘Happy Birthday’ to these friends who celebrate their 

birthdays this week:   

 6th December  Vee Wingate 

12th December  Myra Powell 

    

 

If you wish to support the important work of BMS World Mission, please 

contact Margaret Ormerod for details of their Birthday Scheme. It’s a 

great way to celebrate a birthday as well as helping a great cause. 

Members of the Scheme can make donations online at 

www.bmsworldmission.org (quoting our church reference number 7). 

Alternatively, send your donation to Margaret Ormerod at: 

32 Wheathouse Close, Bedford MK41 8JX.  

Many thanks  

Margaret Ormerod 

 

Ruth’s Quiz 

 

Answers to last week’s questions 

41  Good News & a tree?      Gospel Oak 

42  Walk this far to find an End?     Mile End 

43  Speakers’ Corner near here?     Marble Arch 

44  Musical instrument and a place of worship?  Hornchurch 

 

This week’s questions 

45  Wills has a Den and a colour here? 

46  Duffy had a song about this one? 

47  Rabbits live in one of these, not a road? 

48  R.A.F Station here during WW2? 
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Flora, Fauna, Rusticity: The 2021 Bunyan Christmas Quiz 

The much-anticipated Christmas Quiz has arrived!   

Copies will be available at church this Sunday 5th December.   

Alternatively, if you would prefer a digital copy, you can download one 

here right now: 

https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/quiz2021 

(Right click and select Open Hyperlink)  

Entry costs £1 and the deadline for your answers is Sunday 9th January 

2022. 

If you have any queries, please contact Mary or Kenneth Davies on 

(01234) 340877  

Email:  kenneth.davies@waitrose.com 

Mary and Kenneth Davies 

 

The Church Office will close at 1.00pm on Thursday 23rd     

December and will reopen at 10.00am on Tuesday 4th January 

2022. 

 

Customer First 

Some years ago, whilst working for the Royal Mail, a group of managers 

from various departments were invited to a Seminar entitled Customer 

First. We were met by a young lady who not many of us knew.  Now this 

was unusual in the P.O., due to the fact that progression was normally 

internal and to some extent down to service. It was rare to invite an 

outsider in. 

After introducing herself and writing her name on the flip chart her first 

question was, “Who are your customers?”  Blank looks indicated 

nervousness amongst the group until someone said, “Those who post 

letters.”  Another voice, “Those who buy postal orders.”  It carried along in 

that vein. She then selected one person and asked him what he did. He 

https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/quiz2021
mailto:kenneth.davies@waitrose.com
https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/quiz2021
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told her he was responsible for allocating annual leave, explaining that 

staff sent him a proforma and he calculated when time was available and 

if he could accommodate the individual. 

“So, you are providing a service; aren’t they then your customers?” “Well 

no,” he replied, “They are just staff”. This went on. I, being in charge of a 

Crown Office had to supply cash, stamps, postal orders etc. to the 

counter clerks.  “Aren’t they your customers then?” she enquired. “In a 

way I suppose so,” was my reply. “Do you not treat them the same way 

as a member of the public who buys a stamp is treated, politely and with 

efficiency?” It did get us thinking. 

She concluded the Seminar by saying that when a member of the public 
stops you in the street and asks for directions, are you not providing a 
service? She continued, “If you viewed her as a customer, might you not 
enhance her morning and send her away in a contented mood, as you 
would want a customer in your office to feel? Even the most ‘Luddite’ of 
the group went away feeling they had learnt something that morning and 
this was clear within a few weeks when the ‘annual leave department’ 
sent out acknowledgments that applications had been received. As least 
you knew it hadn’t been lost in the post! 

Ken Thomas  

Foodbank 

Many thanks for your continued support. We continue to hand 

out over 10 tonnes of stock each month and feed over 900 

people each month so your support is much appreciated.   

   These are items we are running low on:       

UHT Milk    Small Tins of Ham 

UHT Fruit Juice  Jam 

Tinned Rice Pudding Cup a Soup 

Tinned Fruit   Long Life Sponge Pudding  

Jars of Pasta Sauce  Washing Up Liquid 

Rice (250g/500g)  Soap 

Gifts for the Foodbank can be left in the basket in the church foyer on a 

Sunday or in the box near the church office during the week. Items can 
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also be taken direct to the Foodbank at 71 Murdock Road, Manton 

Industrial Estate, Bedford MK41 7PL Tel: 01234 268569 

 

More Wise Words                      

Spend yourself and you will become richer. 

Evangelism is not just about numbers, we count people 
because they count. 

Ken Wells 

Newsletter Deadline  

Please send items to the Editor by 6pm on Tuesday for inclusion in the 

Sunday newsletter. Thank you.  

Jocelyn Harper Tel: 01234 406969  

email:  jos.harpy@ntlworld.com   

 

[Any views expressed in articles in the News Letter are those of the 

authors and do not necessarily represent church policy or the views of the 

Minister, Officers of the church or the News Letter Editor.] 

 

 

 

Cantamus at Christmas     

Choral Music   ‘Advent to Epiphany’ 

Tuesday 14th December at 7.30pm 

Conductor:  Gary Mudd      

Organist:  Paul Edwards 

Tickets at the door £10 (including mulled 

wine and mince pies) 

All proceeds to Bunyan Meeting Church 

Funds. 

 

 

mailto:jos.harpy@ntlworld.com
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This week at Bunyan Meeting: 

MONDAY 6th December   

Come & Sing 1.30pm – 3.00pm 

WEDNESDAY 8th December  

Wednesday Lunches 12noon-1.30pm – Hall 

Wednesday Prayers 1.30pm – Church 

Friendship Group 2pm - Harrowden room 

THURSDAY 9th December 

Knit & Natter in Coffee Shop Foyer 11.00am 

Saturday 11th December 

Bedford Choral Society Carol Concert 3.00pm (see poster on Pg 21) 

COFFEE SHOP  

Open Tuesday – Saturday 10.00am – 1.00pm (2.00pm on 
Wednesdays) 

JOHN BUNYAN MUSEUM  

Opening Times 
The Museum closed on the 27th November. 
Open Saturdays only from 15th January to 12th February 2022 

          11am to 4pm. 

Open Tuesday to Saturday from 15th February for half term and    

           beyond.  11am to 4pm (last entry 3.30pm). 

Please do check the website or ‘phone in case of new Covid measures or 
severe weather that may affect staffing: 
www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/planning-your-visit  

BASEMENT AT BUNYAN 

An exhibition by Mandy Conlon with Peace 

Tuesday 29th November – 4th December   

Tuesday – Saturday 11.00am - 4.00pm (last entry 3.45pm) 

http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/planning-your-visit


23 | S u n d a y  5  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 1  
 

 

 

Bunyan Meeting Contact Information 

Minister:      Rev’d Christopher J Damp MA BD 

Tel: 01234 353465 (0ffice) email:  minister@bunyanmeeting.co.uk 

       01234 353730 (Manse)  

Church Secretary:    Sue Gauley Tel: 01234 306772 

Church Treasurer:     

Organist & Choirmaster:   Brian S Caves ATCL Tel:  767776 

Museum Curators:    Helen O’Hara and Jennifer Ayley 

Tel: 01234 270303   email: curator@bunyanmeeting.co.uk 

Basement @ Bunyan   Anne-Marie Abbate Tel: 07775 973501 

Coordinator:    email: basement@bunyanmeeting.co.uk 

Church Development   David Walker Tel: 07519 142533 

Worker:     email: davidwkr5@aol.com 

Caretaking Team:    Jo Stapleton Tel:  07591 167941 

      Raj Sandu Tel:  07591 167941 

Administrative Assistant:   Sue Stewart Tel: 01234 213722 

Church Office    email: bunyanmeeting@gmail.com 

News Letter Editor:  Jocelyn Harper Tel:  01234 406969 

      email: jos.harpy@ntlworld.com 

 

Bunyan Meeting Charity No:  24819 

mailto:jos.harpy@ntlworld.com

