
 

News Letter Page 1

Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/58
SUNDAY 6 JUNE 2021

Dear Friends, 

We Christians sometimes have a tendency to become so wrapped up with the trivial, 
that we lose sight of what is of real importance when it comes to matters of faith. John 
Bunyan urged his listeners to focus upon Christ rather than on those secondary issues 
over which Christians are often prone to fall out! For example, Bunyan felt that 
baptism should never be a cause of division amongst Christians and at Bunyan Meeting 
we practice both infant and believers’ baptism, with the individual left free to believe 
what they will about baptism.  

This inclusive attitude over baptism took root more generally in Bedfordshire and 
many nonconformist churches followed a similar practice to Bunyan Meeting with 
regard to baptism, and went on to form The Bedfordshire Union of Christians in 1797. 
This association brought together Congregationalists and Baptists to work in unity. It is 
a pity that this association broke up in the later part of the twentieth century and 
churches retreated back into their respective denominational folds.  

Matters of church government have often been a similar source of division amongst 
Christians. On this subject Bunyan wrote: “Here is one that runs a quaking, another a 
ranting; one runs after the baptism, and another after the Independency. Here is one 
for free will, and another for Presbytery; and yet possibly most of these sects run quite 

the wrong way…” 

As we begin to prepare to reopen the church with the possible lifting of lockdown 
restrictions, let us focus upon those things that are truly important, and let us set 
aside those secondary matters, which truly will make not the slightest difference 
in the great eternal scheme of things!   

Let us put first things first! Bunyan wrote: “If thou wouldst so run as to obtain the 
kingdom of heaven, then be sure that thou get into the way that leadeth thither…. 

If thou say, Which is the way? I tell thee it is of Christ, the Son of Mary, the Son of God. 
Jesus saith, ‘I am the way, and the truth and the life’… So then thy business is, if thou 
wouldst have salvation, to see if Christ be thine, with all His benefits; whether He hath 
covered thee with His righteousness, whether He hath showed thee that thy sins are 
washed away with his heart blood, whether thou are planted into Him, and whether 
thou have faith in Him, so as to make a life out of Him and to conform thee to Him…” 

Let us make sure that we are in that way of which Bunyan wrote, and may the Lord give 
us courage and fidelity as we seek to follow Him.  

Please keep sending your articles for our News Letter direct to me 
at chrisdamp@mac.com or by post to the church office for my attention. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

“Jesus said: ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.’” John 14 v 6 

mailto:chrisdamp@mac.com
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Sunday Worship  

We will meet for face to face worship in the church garden on the first and third 
Sundays during May and June. The first Sunday of the month will be a communion 
service and the third Sunday will be our CCC all age service. All services will now 
commence at 11.00am. If we have rain we will move the service indoors. By mid July, 
we hope to resume regular Sunday services back in the church each Sunday at 11.00am.  

Our next face to face service in the church garden will be held at 11.00am this 
Sunday, June 6th.  

The weekly services will continue to be distributed by email and delivered to those 
without access to the internet.  

Audrey Mehew writes: 

Thank you so much for the lovely service this morning and the news. Much 
appreciated. I needed uplifting as I had no hot water this morning so had to have a cold 
shower! It held memories for me going back over 77 years with regard to St 
Etheldreda’s Home. At the age of five I attended Clapham Road Infant School in 
Bedford and we had children from that Home and I had a friend called Ethel. My father 
died from a cycle accident when I was 13 months old so I realized how lucky I was to 
have a mother. Later more memories with Lydia’s reading as when I went to Dame 
Alice Harpur School at 11 we had to learn off by heart that reading  “In the year that 
King Uzziah died  …”   I could still join in with Lydia which surprised me! 

Tomorrow  I am off to Melton Mowbray for five days to a cottage with Simon, and 
Sarah and Richard are also joining us from the West Midlands as it is half term. It will 
be lovely to actually see them in person as we have “Zoomed” each Sunday afternoon 
for such a long time, but email each day.  They have already booked a llama 
ride! Simon and I will just cheer them on!    

Audrey 

Volunteering abroad 

What drives a young nurse or doctor to go voluntarily to a war 
zone like Libya or some lawless African country to help those 
who need medical care when many of us would not want to 
walk down Bedford High Street alone on a Saturday night? 

It isn’t like climbing a steep mountain or trekking the ice cap 
because you can plan for that, it is relying on your belief that 
there is good in all men, and that takes a great deal of faith in 
your fellow man.  

Now I am quite trusting even though I did learn from my time 
working with the police that there are some bad people out 

there; but I accept that someone I meet for the first time does not mean me any harm.    

Beyond that, if I receive a phone call or an email I do not immediately recognise I just 
replace the receiver or go for the delete button as I am expecting a scam. When I see an 
advert on TV I often wonder what the catch is, especially when they offer a fitness 
machine but add a couple of accessories for free. We all know they are included in the 
price. Fake news comes in various forms.  
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I have a small card at the side of my computer with four notes written on it: Do I need 
it? Can I afford it? Will I use it? Is it worth it? I cannot tell you how many times I have 
cut short a purchase before I get to the basket. 

Ken Thomas 

Call for volunteers 

In a few weeks’ time, the Church will re-open and we will start to look forward to 
happier times similar to those before the first lockdown.  If we are to return to anything 
like business as usual, we are going to need lots of your help: from opening and closing 
the Church on Sundays, to delivering items to Bedford FoodBank. 

We are therefore asking you to think about how you can help.  With this News Letter 
you will find a volunteers’ survey form.  Please give it your prayerful consideration. 

You can fill in the survey on paper and return it to the Church Office or, if you prefer, 
complete it online using a very simple web survey tool.  You will find details of both 
routes at: 

https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/survey 

If you have any questions about particular roles, please speak to me for more 
information.  If you are specifically interested in helping out with our Christ, Coffee  
& Croissants All Age services, please contact David Walker at davidwkr5@aol.com. 

Any issues with the survey, please call Ian Rowlands on (01234) 405974 or email him 
at ian.rowlands@ntlworld.com. 

Chris 

Study Circle 

Our next Study Circle will be held on Thursday 17th June at 2.00pm. 

Study Circle is Bunyan Meeting’s Bible Study group. Our meetings usually last about an 
hour and a half and in more normal times they conclude with tea and cake. Please do 
come along. Everyone is welcome. 

Whenever things become more important than people, there is sure to follow a life 
based on the worship of things, which is a life based on idolatry. 

We should never appeal for money as if it were the key to our success. 

A young girl, ready for bed, interrupted a family gathering in the living room, “I am 
going up to say my prayers now, anybody want anything?” 

Submitted by Ken Wells 

Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/survey
mailto:davidwkr5@aol.com
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Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

Telephone 01234 213722
email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

For Your Prayers  

Please remember: Bob Allen; Jocelyn Harper; Brian Sleight, Stephen’s father. 
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