
Howard Trail Prayer Walk 

This sheet is designed to accompany the Howard Trail leaflet available on www.bunyan.co.uk. 

Please feel free to pray with the leaflet, visiting each place in your memory or imagination. If you 
would like to, and within current government guidelines, you may wish to incorporate the trail, or 
parts of it, in one of your daily exercise walks. But please continue to observe social distancing and all 
guidelines and requirements to safeguard yourself and others. 

Howard House: John Howard bought this house and let it to tenants free, on condition that 
he was given a light lunch and sole use of the parlour on a Sunday, so that he could walk to 
church from his home in Cardington. He did not wish to compel his servants to break their 
Sabbath by driving him to church in his carriage.  

Pray for employers and workers, including self-employed and voluntary workers at this time. Pray 
that businesses and charities may find ways to care for all staff, making use of government 
provision where possible, and for all those whose livelihood and future is causing anxiety. 

 

Bunyan Meeting Church, on the site of the Old Meeting, where John Howard worshipped. 
John had learnt his strong Christian faith from his parents, and he worshipped at a church 
where the powerful Christian message of John Bunyan (author of The Pilgrim’s Progress) 
had been preached for generations.  

Give thanks to God for those who brought you to a living faith in Jesus Christ. Thank God for 
Christian teachers and leaders throughout the ages, especially those who have inspired you. Pray 
for grace to pass on your own faith in the present time, and to future generations. 

 

Howard Chapel: This church was founded following a dispute within Old Meeting church 
about baptism – whether infants could be baptised, or only adult believers. Howard tried 
to reconcile the two parties, but eventually gave a donation to build the new chapel, while 
still offering financial support to the minister of the Old Meeting. 

Pray for divided communities everywhere: families who have fallen out; neighbours set against 
each other; friends who quarrel . . . And further afield, especially in this time of global crisis, pray 
for the victims of violence and war, living in war zones, or refugees. 

 

Site of County Gaol: John Howard was appointed High Sheriff for Bedfordshire. Most 
holders of this post didn’t take their responsibility for the County Gaol seriously, but 
Howard did, and he began a remarkable life of campaigning for better conditions for 
prisoners in Britain and all around the world.  

Pray for all those whose lives are given to the care of others, including those who work, or are 
imprisoned in Bedford Gaol in our own time. In these days, pray especially for health workers, 
providers of food and essential goods and services, whose work is necessary to our lives. 

 

 









John Howard’s Statue: In his lifetime, John Howard avoided having his portrait painted, or 
statues erected to him. The present statue was erected for the centenary of his death, in 
1890, and served the community for many years as a water trough and fountain. Both 
John Howard and John Bunyan are commemorated by statues in our town centre. 

Give thanks for the men and women who have shaped our communities, for those who have 
campaigned for justice and brought about social change. If you could put up a statue for someone, 
who would it be? How can you bring about change in your own community? 

 

John Howard’s House in Cardington. John Howard worked with Samuel Whitbread to 
create a model community in the village of Cardington. They built houses for ordinary 
people to live in, replacing what were often squalid living conditions, and set up schools 
and community meeting places.  

Pray for your own neighbourhood. What changes would make it a better place for people to live 
in? Pray for people living in poverty in many parts of the world, in favelas, shanty towns and 
refugee camps, often in overcrowded conditions and lacking sanitation, especially where this 
makes the transmission of diseases like Coronavirus more likely. 

 

Continue to pray for the people you have thought of today. If you would like to be linked to a 
community of prayer, keep in touch with Bunyan Meeting Church through our website, or email 
our church office for more information. 

Website: www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk 

Email: bunyanmeeting@googlemail.com 

 

 






