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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/6
SUNDAY 24 MAY 2020

Dear friends 

We are sorry to hear that Bill Garner died last Sunday. Please keep Linda and her 
family in your prayers at this time. If you have memories of Bill or stories to share, 
please would you send them on to me? Linda is keeping strong and is surrounded by her 
wonderful family. It is always a heavy blow to lose somebody you love, and even harder 
at this time of restrictions and separation.  

Wendy Carter has recently spent a night in hospital with heart issues but is home and 
awaiting further tests. The rest of our Bunyan Meeting family is keeping well. It is always 

good to hear from people as they send in their news for our weekly News Letter. 
Perhaps once we get back to meeting for worship at Mill Street we should keep this 
weekly News Letter going?  

Please do keep your own news and pictures coming. Could you write something 
about what you have been doing, thinking and feeling during these days of 
confinement?  All items for the News Letter should be sent direct to me at 
chrisdamp@mac.com or by post to the church office for my attention. 

I hope that you are all keeping safe and well. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

‘The Lord bless you and keep you; 
The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you; 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.’  
Numbers 6:24-26.  

Anne Holloway writes 

Dear Chris and all at Bunyan, 

We hope you are all well and Covid free ! We have been very busy over the lockdown 
period. We decided to paint some of the rooms in our house...Oh I wish we had never 
started ! Once you do one room the next looks very tired, so on we go. It's a strange time. 
I miss our family and friends so very much. My beautiful Grandchildren seem to be 
growing by the day. How lucky we are to have WhatsApp and Zoom so we can see and 
speak to each other daily. I read bedtime stories most nights to my Grandsons. We also 
do weekly Zoom quiz nights with our four daughters and their husbands/partners 
(needless to say we are losing arghhhh). I have also joined Harriet on Instagram doing 
the live bakes with Candice from the Great British Bake Off - these have been good fun.  

Harry has been writing letters and Henry drawing pictures. They love writing and 
receiving letters, this has been a new experience for them what with emails etc...nobody 
seems to write letters anymore which is sad. Harry and Henry have been loving the clap 
for carers on Thursday evenings (sometimes recorders/cymbals /saucepan banging) 
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some nights clapping their Mummy off on one of her night shifts (she is a complex care 
children’s nurse). Melissa another of our daughters who is also a nurse unfortunately 
contracted Corona virus. It was quite a scary time. She said that being unable to catch 
your breath and feeling so poorly was awful especially as she has just found out she is 
expecting a baby. So you can imagine we were all so worried about her. You just want 
to be there and look after your children no matter what age they are. Not being able to 
do this was so hard. Getting everything that she and her family needed then dropping it 
at the door and seeing their faces through the window was awful. Thankfully she has 
now recovered and is back at work at the hospital. I have popped to Michael and Pearl’s 
sometimes to drop off Pearl’s special bread flour that Phoebe has sourced and found on 
the doorstep one of Pearls yummy fruit loaves ( a method in my madness haha) it is 
lovely to see them in their porch.  

I have loved reading the services and listening to the hymns. Oh to be able to sing ! I 
love it but unfortunately have the most awful singing voice ! But isn't music a 
wonderful thing? Carmel made a lovely play list I have been listening to whilst 
painting. Of hymns and music from hers, mine and my Mum and Dad’s (Violet and 
John Russell) weddings. I think it just lift your spirits, (and in my own home I can sing 
as loudly and badly) and ignore everyone when they shout "be quiet Mum". It reminds 
me of my lovely Mum singing along albeit her voice wasn't as bad as mine.  

Anyway I have rambled for long enough.  

Take care and stay safe. Hope to see you all soon.  

Very best wishes 

Anne and all the Holloways 

And Andrew, Carmel, Harry and Henry add: 

I hope you are keeping well in these strange times. We have been keeping 
busy with home school.  

Harry says “Hello Chris, I hope I can come back to the church soon” 

Sending lots of love  

Carmel, Andy, Harry and Henry.  

A Note From Liz Jones 

I have received many beautiful cards, some hand made (you are so clever!), letters and 
telephone calls during the lockdown. I am very grateful.  

My shopping is being done by my two grandchildren and a neighbour - I am being well 
looked after. 

It was a pleasure to have a chat with Chris on his mammoth task of contacting 
everyone! 

God bless you all for your kindness 

Liz Jones 
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Audrey Mehew writes 

Thank you once again for a lovely service.  Although I do not have any grandchildren I 
always click on to the section for them.  I found “This little light of mine” and “Noah’s 
Ark” absolutely hilarious – particularly pushing the elephant into the Ark and how 
appropriate in our present circumstances the rainbow which the children would have 
recognised with the NHS.  I am so glad you encourage seeds to be planted! – my 
conservatory is now my greenhouse, with an abundance of seedlings all growing so 
strongly there will be enough for the whole of Oakley!  I am so looking forward to when 
we can all meet up again but with members of our congregation, including the children, 
taking part weekly in our on line service it is almost as if we are at Bunyan. Giving up 
their time is really appreciated by us all. 

Audrey 

Joy Ansell writes 

I've finished reading the Bunyan News Letter. It is so good to keep in touch in this 
way.   

Nicky and I watched all the VE Day coverage on TV. I was 20 when WWII ended.  I 
remember my father who was very strict with us allowing my sister Isabel (2 years 
younger) and me to go out unaccompanied in the evening. We walked around Old 

Swindon after dark. The blackout had ended, lights were on and church 
bells ringing a lovely feeling. Old things had gone and new times 
beginning. Hope and pray not too long before sentiments are the same 
about the pandemic.  

Stay safe and well.  

Joy Anselĺ  

Cathie and Iain Stewart have sent a letter  

Hello 

We would like to say a big “THANK YOU” to all who over these last weeks have 
produced an order of service and very interesting “Bunyan News Letter” - I do enjoy 
the puzzles - my answers all correct.  

Iain and I are coping well with this unusual situation. Motto - “KEEP BUSY”. Iain has a 
walk, weather permitting, but no, does not tackle Cemetery Hill! The exercise bike is 
used most days, lots of paperwork is getting cleared out and reading the paper, books 
on Scotland’s history and his bedtime tipple - a glass of whisky.  

What do I do besides the housework, cooking and trying to keep the garden respectable 
- and Iain gives some help. I had a long list of things to do during this quiet spell but I 
keep adding to it and work ‘up the list’. I keep in touch with family and friends by 
phone. Guiding has always been in my life and each time we moved I was caught. 
Trefoil Guild like all groups has no meetings but the secretary sends a letter each 
month to arrive on our meeting day and it includes a challenge.  

To date, our family have all managed to escape the virus and that includes Australia 
and Canada.  

Carol, our eldest daughter (works in the Neo natal unit) attends to Sainsbury shopping 
on her day off and then puts it in the garage for us to deal with. She will be retiring at 

Swindon celebrates 
VE Day in 1945 
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the end of May  - we just cannot believe it. Elaine our youngest daughter lives in Rugby 
and keeps in touch each week by phone. Both girls deal with anything else  we need. 
Duncan in Australia phones every three weeks.  

We both send our regards to everyone. 

Iain and Cathie   

Jean Goldsmith writes 

I would like to thank all involved with the planning and distribution of our weekly 
service and newsletter.  Sunday morning is special for me reading through the service 
and somehow feeling connected with you all. 

I am keeping well: cooking, gardening and daily exercising.  I have lived in Bedford all 
my life and thought I knew about the town very well, but exercising every day I have 
found things I didn’t know, also I have also enjoyed being able to ‘stand and stare’ at 
how wonderful nature is. 

My family in Spain think it is great how Church people are keeping in touch.  I feel 
blessed to be a member of such a caring Church. 

Jean Goldsmith 

News from Evan and Janice 

To our friends at Bunyan 

We are now nine weeks into lockdown and coping well on the whole, never bored but 
proud of getting so many jobs done we normally don't manage. Washing nets, cleaning 
windows, cleaning carpets, lots of gardening, clearing out drawers and cupboards, to 
name a few. These have all been done on scheduled mornings. After lunch, our escape, 
a walk checking out all the gardens around the area, then if nice an hour in the garden, 
perhaps ringing friends or if not, doing jigsaws. 

Sundays we enjoy several services including our church. The other night watching TV I 
could hear this scratching noise, it was Evan – “What are you doing?” I asked - he was 
colouring in the pictures supposedly for the children of the church to do, what can I 
say!!!. I enclose a copy as he has made a good job of them. 

We are not allowed to shop, Karen our eldest daughter insists on getting it at the 
weekends, insisting it is not safe for us to go (she is very bossy). But we are grateful as 
she is still working full time, she even washes everything before it comes to us just in 
case! My only bug bear is the withdrawal symptoms from the grandchildren. But the 
girls have now got me an iPad so that I can see them and talk to them - a bit chaotic at 
times, the other day Karen said “Have you got your thumb over the screen now I can't 
see you.” “Oh” I said, “I had got it over my ear to hear you, sorry”. You cannot teach an 
old dog new tricks.  

We had three holidays booked this year, one already cancelled and I think the others 
will be too, but a lot of time to think and re-evaluate what is important in life after all. 

Anyway, hoping we shall all be back together in the not too distant future, until then we 
pray God will keep you all safe.  

With Love  

Janice Griffiths 
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Julie Barker writes 

Dear Bunyan friends,  

What have I been doing during Covid-19? I am still my crazy self, some days really low, 
and then WOW, God catches up with me and reminds of course He is with me 
constantly, even when I lose the plot (boom boom) in the garden. 

For some unbelievably ridiculous reason, certainly not known to me, I dug 
up five extremely heavy slabs as you can see from the picture, my neighbour 
looked over the fence “What ya doing Jules?”  “I’ve no idea I just got my 
spade and levered them up”. Looking rather bewildered, not knowing what to 
say, she said “I must get on” and went in!  I have two sets of extra special 
neighbours/friends in particular who treat me like a daft teenager, we’re all 
about the same age. I love it when they text or ring, “Jules I’ve plated up a 
dinner I’ve got such and such would you like it ?” Would I?! 

God is so good and faithful, knowing our every need, even if it’s not the one we had in 
mind, He sends the right one and how Amazing every single time it’s the one we need. 
God as we know sends His Angels not recognisable as such, no wings or halo, and these 
four friends are my Angels who spoil me rotten but are sadly not Christians. But I do 
say things to encourage, and blatantly “It’s about time you lot came to church”,  you 
need to put your message across plainly, no going round the houses, tell it like it is and 
say no more . 

Another close friend of 52yrs, say it quick and I’m not telling our age when 
we met! In her her words “We’ll never fall out, we know too much about each 
other, oh I could write the book but no one would publish it !”  She, Joy, has 
been doing online shopping and delivering on my doorstep, I really don’t 
deserve this treatment but I don’t complain about it !  

On a serious note I have missed my dear Mary, my Mum, who I called 
Mummia, I guess other folk have special names for some family members 
too. I am thankful though that she is now with Her Lord and Saviour, this 

time would be so stressful for her with her mental state before she died. Hallelujah, God 
spared her to life eternal, to meet up with those gone before her  and reside for ever in 
the room prepared for her in The Glorious Mansion in the sky. 

I’m also in the Christ, Coffee & Croissants group on WhatsApp, we’re all finding out so 
many new things about each other . 

I truly believe to a certain extent God has not purposefully sent the Virus, but He of 
course knew so many good things would come about through it. I remember my lovely 
Pops (Dad) saying to Mary when she was angry with God concerning the untreatable 
cancer, and Pops said in calm quiet way Christ suffered, and to be like Him we have to 
also. 

He was such a wonderful man known through his working life as Curly Barker. I know 
many of you knew him and I can confidently say it would have been a privilege. He 
passed over into Glory nearly 26yrs ago, but some things in our lives seem like 
yesterday. 

I am so grateful to Bunyan Meeting, so many phone calls and cards, and the team 
working over and above what they normally do to provide us with a Sunday service, and 
these News Letters. It’s twice the work at the moment, but we must keep together in 
mind and spirit caring for each other. 
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And of course our lovely Chris our minister, and such a Blessing his health has 
improved, but take note Mr Chris and do not do TOO MUCH !!  

Christian love to you all, 

Julie Barker 

Covid Island Discs 

Gwen Gribble had a lovely idea: wouldn’t it be fun to share our favourite records 
during lockdown, using Desert Islands Discs as a model? There are details on the 
Bunyan Meeting website:  
https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/forthcoming-events 

But you can take part by email or even post! 

Choose: 

• Eight pieces of music 

• One luxury 

• One book (not the Bible, Shakespeare or large encyclopedias) 

• One of the eight pieces of music as your absolute favourite 

and email your choices to ian.rowlands@ntlworld.com  
or post them to 38 Lansdowne Road, Bedford MK40 2BU. 

Ian will then be in touch with you and will collect all the ideas together into a bespoke 
website.  

So start digging through your record collection now so you can start a conversation 
with Ian, and get in touch! 

The BMS Birthday Scheme 
If you wish to support the BMS through their Birthday Scheme, please contact 
Margaret Ormerod. It’s a great way to celebrate a birthday. Thank you for your support.  

This coming week, Dilys Leeder celebrates her birthday.  

Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 
Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

For Your Prayers 
Please remember Ruth Blake, Wendy Carter, Delia O”Halloran, and Linda 
Garner and her family. 

https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/forthcoming-events
mailto:ian.rowlands@ntlworld.com
https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/forthcoming-events
mailto:ian.rowlands@ntlworld.com
mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk
mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

