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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/2
SUNDAY 26 APRIL 2020

Dear friends 
We have had a positive response to our first Bunyan Meeting News Letter and several 
of our church folk have made contributions to this week’s edition. Please keep your 
news coming. Without your contributions our News Letter would be very short! 
Many people appreciate the services that we are able to circulate via email and in the 
case of those without email, by delivery to your home. We are grateful for the efforts of 
Sue in our church office in preparing the services for home delivery and for the work of 
those who deliver them to your door. 
It has been suggested that I should try doing a video of the sermon! I must admit to 
being a little apprehensive about this, but perhaps in the next couple of weeks for those 
on email you might be able to see the minister and hear the sermon as well as just 
reading it. We will see how things go.  
I am enjoying chatting with many of you as I ring around the congregation to see how 
you all are. If you have not heard from me yet, I will ring in the near future. I am slowly 
working my way through the Church Directory. If your contact details are not in the 
directory, and you would like a chat, please let me have your phone number. You are 
always welcome to contact me at any time on 07702 270086, by email at 
minister@bunyanmeeting.co.uk or by post at the church office.  
We have not had any requests from people to go on the church prayer list, but if you 
would like your name including on this list, do let me know. 
I hope that you are all keeping safe and well. 
Your friend and Minister 
Chris 

A Note of Appreciation 
To Janet, David and all the team of helpers who have produced all the wonderful  
orders of service over Easter and before.  
I cannot  express my appreciation and thanks enough to you all for helping me to 
live through what has been a most difficult time. Having never lived alone 
throughout my long life and not being able to see family and friends was quite sad. 
I am so fortunate that my family have shown me how to use new technology so I 
could join in the singing of the hymns. So much thought went into the orders of 
service, all the beautiful flower arrangements. I know I can speak for all our flower 
arrangers we all missed that part of the Easter weekend. A special thank you to 
Chris for his "Sermon" we do pray that it will be not too long before we can all 
worship together again in Bunyan. 
God Bless You All.      

Janet Barratt 
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Margaret and Peter Ormerod write 
It has been such a blessing to have the services on my tablet. At Easter, Peter and I 
looked at photos and diaries we had kept from our visit to Israel 32 years ago, we were 
there for Easter and although we couldn't walk from the Mount of Olives on Palm 
Sunday as the police cancelled it we did the walk later in the week. Easter morning we 
watched the sun rise st 5.30am. Special memories. 
We are both fine, Peter goes for his paper each morning, our local shops provide for 
our needs and our prescriptions arrived courtesy of a masked, goggled volunteer on a 
motor bike! Mary Orr’s daughter offered to shop, also our neighbour but we go out 
each day for the exercise, its very quiet apart from the birds!! 
It is almost like being on a retreat except there is a different, rather scary world out 
there, and it will take a long time to fix it all..I feel for my grandchildren and their 
future. However we just have to hope and pray . 
Keep safe,  Margaret and Peter  

Joy Ansell writes 
Hello to fellow prisoners of the coronavirus! It was inspiring, thanks to technology, to 
join in a virtual church service with Bunyan Meeting - to meet Poppy, to hear Josie 
Gurr's lovely voice and feel part of the Bunyan Church again. God bless you all.  
Joy Anselĺ.  
p.s. I am delighted and much blessed to have my dear daughter Nicky with me for 
the duration since Maundy Thursday, seeing to my every need. Richard and 
Rebecca and the 2 granddaughters keep in daily touch and Skype me at weekends.  
But Rebecca, because she is a doctor has to go into hospital several days a week 
and has contact with victims of the Covid. 

Some News From Evan and Janice Griffiths  
Having missed Church and friends over the last few weeks, and not being on-line we 
have found the printed Easter and Sunday 19th April service sheets a great blessing and 
uplifting during this difficult period. May we express our grateful thanks to all who 
have had a hand in producing this and to Ruth Blake our delivery girl. You will be 
pleased to know that our printed Service sheets are passed on to our neighbour who 
has nothing from her Church (so we are given to understand). She tells us by ‘phone 
that it is interesting, uplifting and encouraging.  
Our days are quite varied, with gardening, jobs around the home, also fitting in a daily 
walk. We start the day with reading from “Faith to Faith” daily reading book and 
prayer. This book also gives us a Bible reading which we read after our afternoon walk. 
Today’s reading, April 19th, was from Philippians Chpt 4 verse 6 reads “Do not be 
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and partition with thanksgiving 
present your request to God.” Some good words to hang on to in this present situation. 
In the evening we read from Word for Today. Sunday 19th reads “In life you need wise 
and competent people around you.” What words for the present days. Then finishing 
up with our evening prayers. 
Sundays are a little different with our Daily reading and Prayer first, then we listen to 
the service on Radio 4 followed by our own Church service in printed form followed by 
coffee. Then on to the Sunday Worship service pre-recorded earlier. Then Songs of 
Praise in the evening. 
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‘GOING FURTHER’
We begin our service with ‘Lead me Lord’ 
by Samuel Sebastian Wesley. 
It is sung by the Choir of Somerville College, Oxford, 
with Robert Smith (organ) and David Crown (conductor).

Opening prayers
Almighty Father,
who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples
with the sight of the risen Lord:
give us such knowledge of his presence with us,
that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  
Amen.

Click to see & hear:
Lead me Lord

Lead me, 
Lord,  

lead me  
in thy 

righteousness,  
make thy  

way plain 
before  

my face.  
For it is 

thou, Lord, 
thou, Lord 

only,  
that makest 
me dwell in 

safety.
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Greatly missing the grandchildren, Janice rings our 2 granddaughters daily and Karen 
does our shopping every Saturday leaving it in our outer porch. She rings the bell and 
then chats to us from the footpath. Helen calls with Akira and Tyler on a Sunday 
morning leaves babe in the car, rings our bell steps back for her and Tyler to chat to us. 
Tyler tells us he is coming for a month for a sleep over when this is all over. 
O that things could return to normal (whatever that may be) in the near 
future. Remembering Chris and all the folks at Bunyan Meeting in our Daily Prayers. 
Evan and Janice Griffiths 

A Note From Irene Day 
Dear Chris and Church Members, 

Thank you for the newsletter which I enjoyed reading very much.   
Even though I miss my usual activities I am very blessed to have a garden 
which I can sit, potter and work hard in!  However, I do appreciate it must be 
very difficult for a lot of people at this time. 
I attach some photos of the garden. It has been particularly good this year for 
blossom as we have not really had too many windy days.  I still have lots to do 
but I am happy that I normally have a gardener come in once a fortnight to help 
out. 

I am also using this opportunity to "catch up" on the many 
things which I don't normally have time to do 
although piano practice and learning Greek seems 
to be pushed down to the bottom of the list quite 
regularly!! 
We have all been blessed with such wonderful 
weather and hopefully it wont be too long before 
things get back to "normal". 
Thank you for the phone calls and Sunday 
service sheets. It is quite clear that lots of hard work is 
still continuing. 

Thanks again and stay safe. 
Irene Day  

Lydia’s Life in Lockdown 
‘Here is a short overview of Lydia’s life in lockdown … I am doing ok, I am well and so 
are my family presently so that is a relief and a blessing. I am able to work from home 
on various museum related projects and have been out about once a week to check on 
our stores. As most of you know I am Keeper of Social History at The Higgins Bedford, 
and I have been having some interesting discussions with other museum folk about 
how we try to record or document these extraordinary times we are experiencing. 
There has been some exploration within the museum community about how we can try 
to collect contemporary items that will reflect the current crisis and lockdown we are 
going through together, almost globally, but certainly nationally and locally. The 
photograph attached to my story was taken by Chiara Mac Call. Each day of lockdown 
Chiara is using her daily exercise walk to reach out to someone in Bedford. By 
arrangement she walks past their house, waves from a distance and take a photo. It’s 



 

News Letter Page 4

not a hug or a handshake, but it’s a safe way of staying connected with people and 
reminding each other we are not alone. She took this picture of me at my window on 
Good Friday (which was a gloriously sunny day), I chose to hold my Palm Sunday 
cross as that seemed appropriate given the day and some chocolate Easter nests I 
had made earlier that day that I would normally make with family as part of our 
Easter celebrations. If anyone is interested to take part please do get in touch with 
me, or see her facebook page Chiara Mac Photography or twitter account 
@CallChiara. 

Other activities that have been giving me purpose and filling some of my time has been 
a regular exercise and meditation class on a Monday evening, getting out for my daily 
walks by the river or Priory Country Park. I have joined Gareth Malone’s Great British 
Home Chorus – which has been brilliant as I was really missing my singing at Bedford 
Choral Society as well as Bunyan Meeting. Sundays though of course have been strange 
not getting up to come to sing to you all at Bunyan Meeting every week – I am still 
singing very loudly in my own front room along to the service sheet material! Thanks to 
all the hard work from the Ministry team to put together the wonderful services we 
have been receiving by email or by delivered to your door where needed. It has been so 
comforting having the links to the hymns we are familiar with, the prayers and 
sermons or reflections from those from our own Church community we know. There 
have also been such lovely supportive messages on the Christ, Coffee and Croissants 
WhatsApp group and Bunyan Meeting Facebook page. We have even managed a Zoom 
house group with the Digging deeper team – so all of these things have been and are a 
great source of strength to me as lockdown continues. My church family have always 
been there for me through rough and calm and so I hope and pray we will get through 
these difficult times by looking after each other whatever happens and for however 
long this continues till we get to the other side and beyond. My thoughts and prayers 
are with all those affected and suffering with the virus, those working to protect us 
from it, and those who have lost loved ones because of it. An act of kindness, however 
small, goes a long way and we may never know how one simple act will have ripples 
that reach out to touch others around us. Stay home, stay safe, stay well, 
Lydia 

The BMS Birthday Scheme 
This coming week, Sue Gauley celebrates her birthday. 

Staffing update 
I am please to report that Sue Stewart (our Admin Assistant), Jo Stapleton and Raj 
Sandhu (our Caretaker/cleaners) are all safe and well. 
It is thanks to Sue that we are all receiving our now weekly information from the 
church. She has worked hard to update and co-ordinate our contacts lists and church 
directory entries to ensure that we have not missed anyone from our mailings whether 
by email, snail mail or yes, even hand delivery! If you think we might have missed 
someone please do contact her at the church office to double check: 
bunyanmeeting@gmail.com or 01234 213722. Sue is usually in the office Mon – Fri 
10.00am – 1.00pm although some days she may work from home. 
Jo and Raj have been “furloughed” which means they are not at work and we are able 
to claim 80% of their salary back from the government leaving us just 20% to find – so 
do please keep that offertory coming in!  
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A selection of 
photographs sent in 
by Bunyan Meeting 

members

Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

It is frustrating for Jo and Raj as they love their work and being with so many of you on 
site. I am in touch with them regularly and they ask after you. Jo said to me just the 
other day “I have been sooooo good, can I please come back to work now”! I believe she 
has been doing a spot of decorating at home.     
Raj has not been too well, but as a doctor wouldn’t see him and as he wasn’t so ill he 
needed hospital care he couldn’t be tested, but it is quite likely he has had the virus but 
fought it off. He sounded so much more like himself when we talked at the weekend. 
He said “I think the garlic, lemon and ginger my parents kept feeding me did the trick, 
but I am not too sure I would recommend it! 
We are indeed blessed to have such a good team. Please remember them in your 
prayers. 
Cherry Protheroe. 

Romans 15 v 13  
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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