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Bunyan Meeting

News Letter/3
SUNDAY 3 MAY 2020

Dear friends 

Thank you for your contributions to our weekly News Letter. Please keep sending your 
news to me by email, minister@bunyanmeeting.co.uk or by post, for my attention, at the 
church office. I am still enjoying speaking to many of you by phone. Please remember 
that I am always available should you want a chat. Please contact me on 07702 270086 
rather than my office number which is listed in the Church Directory.  

This week we have had a new sound system fitted in the church so when we get back to 
meeting together for worship, we should be able to hear the service! We are grateful for 
the generous donation made by one of our members which has covered the cost of the 
new system. I would also like to get camera fitted in the church when funds allow, so that 
we will be able to show our Sunday services live on the internet. This will make our 
worship more accessible to those beyond our four walls. 

Our services over recent weeks have reached far and wide. Circumstances have forced us 
to embrace new ways of worship, which have touched people beyond just our regular 
Sunday congregation. We need to consider how we can continue to include more people 
in worship, once we start to meet again at Mill Street. I spoke to one minister this week 
who told me that his church is now holding Sunday services on “Zoom”. This enables the 
congregation to see each other on their computers. Several people have now started to 
worship with this church from all around the world. The challenge for this particular 
church, once their building is open again, will be how to continue to embrace their 
worldwide worshippers! 

Many have said that things will never be the same again once this present crisis is 
passed. It seems as though even our regular worship will never be quite the same, 
certainty in the way we share it beyond the physical boundaries of our building. As we 
were reminded in our service last Sunday, Jesus continues to call us onwards to new and 
greater things. We need to be preparing now, for the Bunyan Meeting of the future! 

I hope that you are all keeping safe and well. 

Your friend and Minister 

Chris 

Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God 
is with you wherever you go. 
Joshua 1: v 9  

The BMS Birthday Scheme 
If you wish to support the BMS through their Birthday Scheme, please contact 
Margaret Ormerod. It’s a great way to celebrate a birthday. Thank you for your 
support.  
This coming week, Peter Ormerod celebrates his 90th birthday and Ian Rowlands 
celebrates his birthday. We also send our love to Patsy Ingray who celebrated her 90th 
birthday on the 28th April.  

Audio System Components 
 
 
 
Main Speakers 
JBL Control 25 Speakers (x6)  
� 5” woofer speaker  
� 1” Titanium compression driver (enhanced mid/high  

frequency intelligibility) 
� 175 watts 
� Professional driver protection 
� 1000 x 1000 dispersion for mounting horizontally or 

vertically 
� Supplied in white to blend with décor  
 
JBL Control speakers are a standard for high quality and discreet installation 
requirements. The Control models provide excellent speech and light music 
reproduction, belying their size and appearance. With the latest high frequency 
compression drivers, all music and speech will be heard clearly throughout the 
congregation. 
 
The speakers will be mounted horizontally within the horseshoe edge of the balcony 
improving coverage to all areas of the ground floor congregation and to improve 
auditory focus to the platform.  
 
Below I have shown how the speakers will look when installed: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CD/Media/Wireless Bluetooth Player 
Denon DN500CB Player 
� Fast Slot-loading CD player 
� Wireless playback via Bluetooth (up to 8 devices can be remembered) 
� USB and SD Card MP3 and WAV Playback 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a flexible music playback system for CD’s, MP3 (via USB) and wireless 
Bluetooth allowing for portable devices such as phones/tablets etc to play music 
either at the console or seated in the Church – ideal for wedding/funeral playlists. 
 
 
 
 
Radio Microphone Systems 
Our recommendation is to replace the handheld transmitters (x2)  
to versions with extended reach (condenser) to provide improved  
pick-up when used in a stand or for users less comfortable putting  
a microphone close to their mouth.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Altar Microphones 
AKG GN30/CK31 Modular Gooseneck Microphone (x2) 
� Extended Reach Condenser for effective pick-up  
� Discreet Design 
� Broadcast Quality Speech-Optimised Microphone Capsule 
 
 
This replacement lectern microphone will provide vastly improved  
pick-up on the lectern with more flexible use across all types of  
speaker (adults/children etc.).  
 
The microphones will be fixed utilising a shockmount adaptor to  
reduce knocks and bangs through the desk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:minister@bunyanmeeting.co.uk
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Some Thank Yous 

Thank you so much for the wonderful service this morning. I found it so moving!     We 
all appreciate what a lot of work you are putting in to produce these wonderful services 
and to see and hear Andrew and Lydia and then finally see our Queen and Price Philip 
at her 90th Birthday Service of Thanksgiving  had me in tears!!  I joined in the singing 
very quietly!!! 
Audrey Mehew 

Thanks Sue for keeping us all in the loop! Thanks that Chris is feeling well enough to 
carry on with the services, albeit in a very different way, in what is now, a very different 
world. Thanks to all contributors. It’s very humbling to see the very varied ways we can 
all reach out across the world to proclaim the love of our Lord, maybe especially in such 
testing times as these. 
Trudie 

Liz Donaldson writes 
Hello Chris,  
Just to say thank you for todays sermon, hymns, readings, and prayers. Also to others 
who assist with the presentation and videos. Appreciate all the love and hard work 
involved.  
I miss not being to able to see my family, especially the great Grandchildren, no hugs 
and kisses. We keep up via videos FaceTime and telephone. So glad I kept up with 
technology, I do get lost at times but keep pressing buttons until I succeed, if all fails I 
ring the young ones who keep me right, I’m not too proud to ask for help!!  
So grateful to members and friends who have telephoned, to enquire  of my well being, 
I’m very blessed. I still miss my Jim, thankful he didn’t have to face this terrible virus 
and I was able to be with him to the peaceful end and I thank God for the happy life we 
shared together.  
Delighted your are back amongst the congregation again, take it easy for a time. 
Take care in these troubled times. 
Kind regards Liz 

Janet Wootton writes 
For me, the first impact of the lockdown was that my diary emptied suddenly and 
dramatically! This was the last month or so of my year as President of the 
Congregational Federation, and was chock full of travel, speaking engagements and 
meetings – and they all disappeared! 
Instead, I was fully occupied with life at Bunyan Meeting, working with the Deacons 
and Trustees leading up to the lockdown. And then, what to do about worship? As it 
happened, David Walker had just finished the Christ, Coffee and Croissants service for 
Mothering Sunday as the ‘lock’ came ‘down’! So we sat in the church office, and decided 
to base a service on what he had done, and send it out to everyone on email. This was 
followed by other services leading up to Easter. 
To reach out to people who were not on email, Sue Stewart worked with Doreen, 
Cherry and others (including Chris Wootton, who provided tech support all through 
one night!) to create a distribution list, which is now operating well, so that all are 
included. 
The response has been amazing! A tsunami of positive comments by email, WhatsApp, 
Facebook, phone and socially distanced conversations. Lots of people have contributed 

The photographs of the 
Embankment (this page) and 
Chris’ garden (following 
pages) were provided by Gilly.
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pictures, recordings, presentations and all kinds of ideas, which we have used as input, 
so that we have heard Lydia reading and Josie singing, seen church flower pictures 
from Gilly, and spring flowers from a host of others, and enjoyed a Powerpoint quiz 
from Poppy, via her mother, Hanna. And much, much more! 
Brian Caves has found wonderful recordings so that we can sing our well-loved Easter 
hymns. And David Walker has pulled it all together into gorgeous service sheets, which 
people have loved receiving and using. 
I have put the services on the website and, where possible on Facebook, and this has 
attracted people from outside our church community to worship. This has been 
happening in many churches. If we can have an online presence, we find it to be a huge 
mission opportunity! Facebook posts reach hundreds of people, and a few more 
respond each time. 
We have a website team now, and I hope you are all checking regularly for new 
resources and ideas. The first thing we did was to put a big notice on the church front 
page, taking people direct to pages on worship and church life, and now also on 
mission. This meant that we could focus resources on one or two pages, and update 
them regularly. Thank you to Ann Davies for supplying lots of ideas and resources. 
It was fabulous to see our minister, Chris, back with us for Easter Sunday – what an 
appropriate day! Since then, of course, I have stepped back from a lot of this 
involvement.  
Instead, I have been able to concentrate writing and editing. I edit two academic 
journals, both of which have spring deadlines. And I am working on three books, which 
are on a longer time scale, but need a lot of intense attention. I have been able to spend 
real concentrated time working with authors around the world (through the blessings 
of the internet) who are writing for me. I normally spend a day or two a week at the 
British Library in London. I miss the resources available at the library, but it is amazing 
how much you can do by hunting down web resources. And I have loved the 
opportunity to get on with this, day after day. 
I’m also involved in the Congregational Federation and a host of other trusts and 
organisations, which are busy postponing conferences, coping with constitutional 
issues, and keeping in touch with widely scattered memberships, so a lot of time is 
spent in email discussions or Zoom meetings. 
Life is not dull! Hallelujah!  Janet Wootton 

Something Completely Different 
I was in trouble with Brenda last week for failing to give one of “God’s creatures” a 
decent send off. The creature in question was a mouse that had taken up residence in 
the garage, so the expert was called in & the mouse was humanely dispatched, packed 
away into 2 nappy sacks and deposited in the wheelie bin. 
When it comes to mice I have no qualms about their dispatch, as several years ago they 
got into my shed and wreaked havoc with my fishing tackle. 
Seriously though, this Covid-19 has robbed me of three of my joys in life. Church, rugby 
& fishing. Whilst all three can be found on the internet & television, it is no substitute 
for the real thing. 
 I/we can watch services on the telly and follow the Bunyan services, but there is 
something missing. 
I can relive Bedford Rugby’s games on YouTube, but there is something missing. 
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I could watch the fishing legend that was John Wilson for hours on end, but there 
would be something missing. 
Fellowship! 
Church fellowship is obvious, beyond the handshakes and hugs, we are all there for a 
common purpose which seems to penetrate our very being. 
Rugby fellowship is not too dissimilar, but of course lacks God’s presence, although 
there are times when we feel inclined to request divine intervention. 
Fishing, of course, is totally different, for whilst it can be a solitary pastime, it is best in 
the company of others with a steady stream of banter and insults, usually along the 
lines of  “we are here to catch fish” or one of us has a sneezing/coughing session, then 
the call is usually "if you are going to expire, do it quietly, you're disturbing the fish”. 
Oh the joy! 
It’s time for elevenses, so duty calls. 
Keep well, keep safe, keep smiling and keep ticking jobs off the list. 

Brian Cornish 

Michael Thomas writes 
Hello everyone,  
I hope you are all safe and well and managing to keep busy. Pearl reckons, that now I 
am grounded, our 5-year plan; which incidentally is 10 years behind, might stand a 
chance of getting completed; yer right, dream on. 
I don't want to teach you to suck eggs, but there are a few things you might like to 
consider when you leave a car in a dormant state for some time. It’s very tempting to 
start the engine to get the oils moving around; no bad thing in itself. Every time you 
start your car though, it takes roughly a journey of 12 miles for the alternator to put 
back into the battery what starting took out, and that's providing it starts first time. So 
if it takes three attempts, you’re talking about 36 miles (it would have taken twice as 
long with a generator) - you ain’t going to drive that far, or your collar will be felt.  
It is therefore important to make sure your battery is fully charged. Most battery 
charges are easy to operate, so you don't have to worry about charging rates etc. 
Connect the battery and a light will normally indicate that full charge has been 
achieved. Most batteries these days are maintenance free, if yours isn't then you have 
to check that each cell has its plates covered with distilled water, and open the vents on 
each cell when charging.  
On modern cars, there is virtually zero current drawn when the ignition is off, so on the 
whole batteries keep their charge for some considerable time. If anyone has any 
difficulty with battery charging give me a bell, I'm not promising but I may be able to 
help you.  
Another thing when leaving a car unused and unmoved; is the hand brake. Providing 
you can do so safely, it is best to leave the handbrake off. Leave the car in gear and, for 
belt and braces, chock a wheel. Not so much in summer, but it can happen that brakes 
seize, especially drum brakes, that some cars, believe it or not, still have on the rear 
axle.  
If we all dig in and keep our heads down, then hopefully we will all get through this 
awful time, and come out the other side; to meet each other again.  
Kindest regards, stay safe. Michael Thomas  
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The Church Website 
Please do keep checking our church website, www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk 
where our team continues to put up new resources. On the main front page, 
click on Go To Church, then click on Worship, Church Life or Mission to go 
to the resources below. 
The weekly Newsletter is available to download from the Church Life page - 
if you know others who may be interested, please point them at it. 
You can brush up your digital skills with online resources. 
Don't miss the Bible Quiz, deadline May 8th. Entries are already coming in! 

The Worship page has the order of service over the weekend, and lots of prayer and 
worship resources during the week. 
Don't miss the new Howard Prayer Walk (either use your daily exercise, or take the 
walk in your imagination - but PRAY!) 
Daily reflections, study, prayer from Congregational, Baptist and other sources. 
Keep checking! New resources are added a couple of times a week. Lots of people are 
sending ideas. If you spot anything that we could use, please email 
revjwootton@btconnect.com, or to the Church Office. And please let us know what you 
are finding useful, or would like to see more, or less, of! 
From the website team: Ann Davies, David Walker and Janet Wootton 

Mission and Outreach: statistics 
The church office now has 99 email addresses (of which 94 are active) for our Bunyan 
fellowship and our wider church family. Within the 94 there are email addresses for 
both members of a household in some cases.                                                                                                                                             
From this list I believe our services and newsletters each week reach 115 adults by 
email.  
Another 34 households receive their service and newsletter each week by the “Bunyan 
posties” [12 members who deliver across the town to addresses close to where they live 
as well as to three villages on Friday or Saturday. This is handled very professionally by 
Sue from the office, with all precautions and social distancing being observed]. This 
reaches another 41 people to whom it gives such pleasure and satisfaction knowing that 
they too are part of the Bunyan family.   
By Royal Mail we send to another 4 addresses reaching another 5 people.                                      
Within the above email and postal addresses we are also potentially reaching at least 15 
children/young people!   
We also know that some of you pass on or forward by email, the weekly services to 
friends, family and neighbours.                                                                                                                           
Then, there is Facebook and our Website: these of course have followers across the 
country, indeed even worldwide!   
So, Bunyan Meeting Mission and Outreach is no doubt carrying out its mission and 
reaching out, not just to our own fellowship but nationally and internationally, thanks 
to the worship team and the church office. 
Bunyan Meeting: A Community of Christians seeking to show God’s love for the world 
through their life, work and worship. 
Cherry Protheroe 

 

HOW
ARD TRAIL

John Howard 1726-1790 
John Howard’s parents, John and Ann were dissenters, Christians who did not belong to the 
Established Church of England, and there is evidence that his father was an occasional attender of 
the Old Meeting in Mill Street, (as Bunyan’s church became known after it was rebuilt in 1707). 

This strong faith passed down to their son John, a faith that was to carry him through the many 
challenges he faced throughout his life. John Howard’s preferred place of worship was the Old 

Meeting and we read that as a young man he chose to walk there from his home in Cardington 
rather than put his servants to the trouble of driving him on the Sabbath. John later bought the 
house next to the Old Meeting (now called Howard House), and let it to tenants rent free on the 
condition that he was given a light lunch and sole use of the parlour on a Sunday. 
Following a difference of opinion with the Bunyan Meeting minister who insisted that baptism 
should be for believers only, John Howard contributed £200 and an interest-free loan in 1772, to 
build a new chapel, called Howard Chapel, in Mill Street. 

In 1773 John Howard was appointed High Sheriff for Bedfordshire. As keeper of the County 

Gaol, he was appalled by the conditions in which prisoners were kept, and he conducted a series 
of observations of other local prisons. Eventually he toured throughout Britain and visited many 
countries in Europe, presenting his findings on the condition of prisons to the House of 
Commons. His major work, The State of the Prisons in England and Wales includes what he calls 
Preliminary Observations and an account of some Foreign Prisons and Hospitals.  

Almost eighty years after his death, the Howard Association was formed in London. It merged 
with the Penal Reform League in 1921 to become the Howard League for Penal Reform. 
Today, the Howard League is Britain’s biggest penal reform organisation. 

The statue of John Howard in St Pauls's Square was erected in 1890, the centenary of Howard's 
death. It shows Howard in the travelling dress of the time to denote he was a great traveller.

Bunyan Meeting 
Mill Street, Bedford MK40 3EU 
Telephone 01234 213722 
email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com 
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

23 March 2020 
Revised Howard Trail for use during the period 
of Government restrictions occasioned by the 
Coronavirus pandemic. Please observe the 
social distancing recommendations.

http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk
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Thoughts of a Runner in times of social distancing! 
Since social distancing measures were introduced in late March I have observed 
significant changes in behaviour in the countryside! 

If ever there was a good time to be told to stay at home it has been the last few weeks in 
terms of the weather. Denise and I have run together for every single day over the last 
39 days. We have mainly been running about midday and have enjoyed the most 
wonderful sights and sounds in the country side. We have seen the cowslips come 
through in Cowslip Meadow, the bluebells, wood anemones, primroses and blossoms 
all flourish in Kings Wood near our house. The bluebells have been magnificent this 
year and have formed a carpet of blue for ¾ of a mile. The birds have been singing as 
we run across fields and the sheer joy of God’s world has surrounded us. It makes you 
shout in praise for all these wonders in amongst the dreadful stories that are all around 
us currently.  
It has been amazing to see people suddenly appearing on footpaths where we have 
never seen anyone before! In fact even as we ran to see Captain Tom a week or so ago 
across the fields to Marston Moreteine people were walking in the middle of nowhere. 
At times it makes it difficult to socially distance and we have stood well aside in fields 
to let people past. What will happen to these folk as we move to reduce measures? In a 
sense I hope we continue to see them and that people have come to recognise the 
benefits of exercise in the country. We shall see. 
We continue our daily running and have broken our own records for distances run in a 
month. Just a shame we have no races to use our increased stamina in running! 
Stay safe and enjoy the Spring everyone!  

Warwick and Denise Browning 

Museum update 
With the museum closed, we have been busy working behind the scenes, and staying in 
contact with our volunteers, other museums, and our audience – wherever they might 
be. With the annual Easter Egg trail in the museum unable to go ahead, we sent goody 
packs to some of the schools staying open for children; including Edith Cavell, 
Livingstone, Putnoe, and Castle Newnham. These packs included laminated eggs for 
the teacher to hide, activity sheets, and chocolate eggs, they also included a copy of the 
guide book and some templates and activities for the children to do.  
Downloadable copies of some of our activities and trails can be found on the website, 
and are free to download – so if you or your family need some ideas of activities to do 
with your children or grandchildren, then share the link or follow the links from the 
museum homepage. More resources will be added over the next few weeks- so keep an 
eye out for more things to do in lockdown. 
https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/resources-for-teachers  
https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/families 
Nicola Sherhod (Curator) 

For your prayers  
George Norman, Julie Barker and Jennifer Till - all mourn the death of loved ones this 
week. Please keep them in your prayers.  

https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/resources-for-teachers%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/families%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/resources-for-teachers%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk/families%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Bunyan Meeting
Mill Street
Bedford MK40 3EU

email bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
website www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

One of the many lessons from Covid-19 is how interdependent we are as a global 
community.   The daily news brings home to us the terrible toll of this disease across 
the UK and other developed countries.  This is in spite of world-leading healthcare 
systems, educated populations, and deep financial resources.   
Poorer parts of the world are far less fortunate.  People here have impaired health to 

start with due to extreme poverty.  Their healthcare systems 
can barely cope with normal demands, let alone unexpected 
outbreaks of disease, which can spread rapidly as a result of 
overcrowding.  Tragically, without our intervention, millions 
will die from Covid-19, creating reservoirs of the virus that 
may come to haunt us all in the future. 
This is why your support matters.   
Christian Aid has practical experience dealing with the spread 
of infections, like Ebola, and is now working on Covid-19.  
They are already training key workers, providing isolation 
spaces, and offering sessions of hygiene and hand washing. 

Your Christian Aid donation has never been more important, so please give generously.  

Please give online where possible via the Christian Aid website, or call 020 7523 2269 
to donate over the telephone. 
If you prefer post, please send a cheque to Christian Aid at  
Christian Aid, 35-41 Lower Marsh, London SE1 7RL 
Please do not send any money or cheques to Bunyan Meeting, it’s important the money 
reaches Christian Aid as soon as possible. 

As well as giving, you can support Christian Aid through virtual prayer and reflection 
using these online resources: 
Sunday 10 May, 1.00pm: Live-streamed Christian Aid Week service with Dr Rowan 
Williams which you will be able to sign up to soon. 
Monday 11 - Saturday 16 May, 11am: Live daily reflections from Christian Aid staff and 
partners overseas. Sign up here. 

Or simply have fun with the Christian Aid community online: 
Saturday 2 May, 7.30pm: Hosted by some of our exciting famous friends, put your 
thinking caps on for a live-streamed quiz which you will be able to sign up to soon. 
Sunday 10 - Saturday 16 May, 7.30pm: Daily fun quizzes for the whole family 
throughout Christian Aid Week. Sign up here. 
Ian and Ann Rowlands 

A hand-washing 
clinic run by Judith 
Lassie in the village 
of Sawula, Sierra 
Leone. 
Credit: Christian 
Aid/Tom Pilston

Christian Aid Week - 10-16 May 2020

https://donate.christianaid.org.uk/Donate/Step/1?ApproachCode=A034745&_ga=2.246969924.1577103961.1588070404-1224589234.1587639060
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week/daily-prayer-reflection
mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk
https://donate.christianaid.org.uk/Donate/Step/1?ApproachCode=A034745&_ga=2.246969924.1577103961.1588070404-1224589234.1587639060
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week/daily-prayer-reflection
mailto:bunyanmeeting@gmail.com
http://www.bunyanmeeting.co.uk

